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SPRING STYLE / 27 
If you want to know what the cool kids 
are wearing this spring, look no more. 


-You won't ever have to sacrifice comfort 


for hipster style. 


HUNTER'S SYNDROME / 5 

“My children’s lives lie in the hands of 
Dave Hancock. If they were his kids, 
would we be having this discussion?” — 
Nicole Miranda, local mother of four 
afflicted children 


CAVALCADE OF SPRING / 43 

“Someone will be talking, but off in the 
corner are celebutantes drinking cock- 
tails, and then they'll stop everything to 
play some ridiculous game, like setting 
out a dinner on a beautiful girl.” —Stew- 
art Lemoine, Edmonton treasure and play- 
wright 


BLACK LABEL SOCIETY / 59 

“I've never been in a band where | was, 
like, ‘dude, shut the fuck up and go fuck 
yourself and get the fuck out before | beat 
your fucking ass.’ I've never been ina 
band with anybody like that.” —Zakk 
Wylde, vocalist and guitarist 
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Party on, Belinda! 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryen@vueweekly.com 
hough not particularly favoured in academic circles, there is perhaps 
no more insightful modern philosopher as Mr Wayne Campbell of 
Aurora, Illinois who, along with his best friend Mr Garth Algar, provid- 
ed teenagers and young adults of the early ‘90s with a blueprint for life. Nes- 
tled amongst his myriad catchphrases such as “No Way! Way!” and “Schwing!” 
is a concept of particular use when trying to make sense of Belinda Stronach’s 
recent departure from Canadian politics: “Dutch door action.” 

First she screws the Conservatives, then she screws the Liberals. 

Stronach is a dilettante and a poor one at that. It’s like she looked at her 
resumé and decided that what she needed was less corporate experience and 
more political. But being the heir to one of Canada’s largest fortunes, Stronach 
wasn’t used to working her way up from the bottom, so she decided not to. 
Her first foray into politics put her straight into the leadership race for the 
newly amalgamated Conservative Party. When she lost, she decided to run as 
an MP, most likely so as not to be seen as the opportunist she had been char- 
acterized as. 

Unfortunately, that characterization is close to reality. Though it was well 
known that she was a Red Tory and significantly to the left of many of her cau- 
cus colleagues, her defection to the Liberals—a move that saw her save Paul 
Martin’s government from defeat by a confidence motion in exchange for a 
cabinet post—reeked of her hunger for power and prestige. She wasn’t getting 
what she wanted from the Conservatives, so she went to where she could. 

And now that it appears that the Liberals might be facing a long road back 
to power, where is Stronach’s loyalty? To her high paying, high profile, corpo- 
rate position as Executive Vice-Chairwoman of Magna International, just as 
rumours fly that the company is about to make a bid to take over Chrysler. 
Similar to when she quit the Conservatives, Stronach’s timing couldn't have 
been worse—Stéphane Dion is trying to rally his troops for a possible election 
just as one of his highest profile candidates bails. 

After just over three years in active politics, Stronach has accomplished very 
little of what she set out to and has hurt equally both of Canada’s major politi- 
cal parties. | think I’m gonna hurl. v 
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= LETTERS 


A LETTER ABOUT A LETTER 


Diane Kunyk’s letter about the issues of 
tobacco funding (“Tobacco debate still 
smoldering,” Mar 28 - Apr 5) was con- 
fusing. She mentions the work of psy- 
chiatrist Dr Charles Els and she states 
that “half the tobacco currently con- 
sumed in Canada is by those with a 
mental illness.” Maybe | am misunder- 
standing this, because | have read and 
re-read this paragraph many times in 
disbelief. Is she actually saying that half 
the people who smoke cigarettes are 
mentally ill? 

And her contention that people who 
are mentally ill have been directly tar- 
geted by the tobacco industry through 
their marketing ... how? Taking her 
statement literally, there is no mailing 
list of mentally ill people, and | don’t 
think psychiatric wards or hospitals pass 
advertising circulars from tobacco com- 
panies to their patients. 

| am not a smoker and never have 
been, but people like Diane who are 
vehemently against tobacco cannot pub- 
licly infer that there is something inher- 
ently “off” with smokers already 
because that is slander. You can lobby 
for the removal of a legal drug because 


VUEPOINT 


it is so physically damaging, but you 
cannot go further and malign the users 
themselves in a way that is not even 
credible. 


SANDY PETERSON 


JUST LIKE THE MOON LANDING! 


It's ironic, no less outrageous, that 
Gwynne Dyer should smear the 9/11 
Truth Movement for simply doing the 
job he and the mainstream media so 
irresponsibly failed to do (“Loose 
Screws a better title for conspiracy 
theorists’ investigations,” Dyer Strait, 
Apr 5 - Apr 11). 

From every angle—timeline, intelli- 
gence, engineering, aeronautics to 
Building 7—the official conspiracy theo- 
ry can be decimated. Yet where was 
media outrage when key 9/11 evidence 
was criminally destroyed and firefight- 
ers were FBI gag ordered from mention- 
ing bombs blasts at the WTC? 

As for the naive contention that 
thousands would be implicated in 
orchestrating or witnessing an inside 
job, Dyer seems dismally unaware of 
the pre-9/11 timeline including the con- 
venient power shut down at the WTC 
the weekend prior and who had links to 
WIC security. 

Until Dyer educates himself on the 
intelligence mechanisms employed in 
false flag operations, he'd best critique 


his own rotten failure to investigate 
the official Pentagon peddled conspira- 
cy theory. 


RUKSHANA H ENJJINEER 


THIS LITTLE HETERO LOVES 
TOTALLY GAY 


Hi Luke! | am a fan of your column—| 
read it whenever | pick up Vue and | 
enjoy its honest tone. | was especially 
fond of last week's column (“Kids say 
the gayest things,” Totally Gay, Mar 28 - 
Apr 4) and wanted to offer some 
thoughts, for what they're worth. 

| don’t have personal experience 
with specifically being gay and all of 
the thought processes that go along 
with “coming out” and identifying with 
a group of people based on sexuality, 
but | was totally impressed with your 
comments about wanting to not com- 
pletely form your personality based on 
the fact that you have realized you are 
attracted to a different gender than 
you once thought you were. | love that 
you started to find who you were 
before coming out with those lovely 
and interesting things you wrote as a 
kid, and presumably identified with 
who that was ... 

From an outsider’s point of view, it 
seems like this realization you've gone 
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i nt hw you would expect 
ily home to be. Their 


are running around, laugh- 
is trying desperately to keep 
‘idy; Dad is bringing in gro- 
from the car outside. But if you 
a closer look, things are not as 
typical as they might seem. 

Nicole gave birth to her first child in 
+1996, a beautiful baby girl who she 
named Kaitlyn. It was a regular birth 
with no complications and Kaitlyn 
was a healthy, bouncing baby. At least 
that’s what Nicole thought—a year 
later, the Heaths discovered that baby 
Kaitlyn was hearing impaired. She 
had been born deaf due to a recessive 
gene. But it could have been worse— 
the family moved forward and adjust- 
ed to their new situation. 

Two years later Kaitlyn had to 
make room for her new baby brother, 
‘Tyler. Again it was a regular birth, and 
Tyler was a healthy baby. But six 
months later they noticed he also had 
hearing deficiencies. 

The family's next child Jordan was 
two months premature, but his ABR 
came back completely normal. The 
final addition to the family came 
when Riley was born. 

By Riley's first birthday, his older 
brother Tyler was developing some 
serious health problems. Tyler had 
stopped growing, his fingers were 
curling and his head was enlarged. 
Nicole’s frustration with her doctors 
started here. 

“| was told [his deformities] were a 
cause of me giving him bottles until 
he was two,” she remembered. She 
was also told that his health problems 
were unrelated to his hearing prob- 
lems, which, by this time, his two 
younger brothers had been found to 
share as well. A recessive gene caus- 
ing impaired hearing in all four chil- 
dren and her oldest son developing 
deformities due to being bottle fed too 
long. A mother's worst nightmare? 
More like wishful thinking. 

As time went on, Nicole's boys all 
Started developing the same health 
complications as Tyler. Tyler’s list of 
symptoms is long: he currently experi- 
ences Mitral regurgitation, which is a 
leaky valve between the right and left 
sides of the heart. He also has a leak- 
ing aorta, an enlarged liver and 

pleen, aJ deformity in his spine, a 
pigeon chest deformity and a deformi- 


. HEATH 


ty of the nose plate. 

His younger brothers share many of 
these health complications, but the 
disease has not had as much time 
with the other two yet. None of them 
have full range of movement in their 
arms or legs, they are all dwarfed and 
they all have curled fingers. 


SO WHAT IS BEHIND att of this? 1t took 
Nicole six years to get the answer to 
that question. 

“Honestly, there was a time when I 
was in the emergency room every day 
with one of the kids, usually Tyler, 
and every time the doctors would just 
point the finger at me,” she explained. 
“It was always something I was doing 
wrong as a parent.” 

The answer came almost serendipi- 
tously when Nicole took Tyler into the 
doctor's office because of a rash 
on his back. She begins with a 
prelude of frustration. 

“Four doctors couldn't 
diagnose the rash,” she said. 
“Then we had to wait three 
months to get into Dr 
Dytoc.” 

Dr Marlene Dytoc, a 
dermatologist, proved to 
have the answer to the mystery. 

“She looked at Tyler, 
looked away, looked at the 
rash again and said to me ‘I 
think your son has something 
very rare. Either Bushky Dwarf 
Disease, or Hunter’s Syndrome, 
could be the problem.” 

Nicole and her boys were 
sent to another doctor, Dr Ali- 
cia Chan, who would perform genetic 
testing. A pediatrician who specializes 
in metabolic disorders, Dr Chan affir- 
matively diagnosed the kids with 
Hunter's Syndrome. At that time there 
was no treatment available for the syn- 
drome, and Nicole, Tyler, Jordan and 
Riley, were sent home with a vague 
explanation of an ongoing clinical trial. 

Dr Chan explained Hunter's Syn- 
drome in more detail. 

“Hunter's Syndrome is a specific dis- 
order where [the patient] is missing a 


particular enzyme, and because of 


that, a particular compound accumu- 
lates and it’s stored in the body,” she 
said. “Mainly it accumulates in the liver 
and spleen. It can accumulate in the 
bones and joints, which results in diffi- 


culties in the range of movement of the 
patient. They can also have it accumu- 
late in the heart and heart valves.” 

The life expectancy for someone 
with mild Hunter's Syndrome is 
somewhere around 30, while the 
extreme form would half that (the 
Heath boys have an intermediate 
form of the disorder). 


THERE IS A TREATMENT for Hunter’s 
Syndrome that has been approved for 
clinical use in the UK and the United 
States but still awaits a green light from 
Health Canada. Even though it’s yet to 
be approved by Health Canada, though, 
two boys in BC are receiving 

treatments. 


“ontvaala 
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Shannon Haggarty, a spokesperson 
from Alberta Health and Wellness, 
explained why this province is not 
offering the therapy to Albertans. 

“There are a couple processes which 
new drugs must go through,” she said. 
“This one, Elaprase, hasn't received 
approval from Health Canada yet.” 

There is no word on how long this 
part of the process will take, and if it 
has even begun. 

“The next step is a drug review,” 
Haggarty elaborated. “This involves 


© Surf the Net * Watch a Movie ¢ Wash The Car * Bake 
Cookies * Take a Walk ¢ Be a Couch Potato ¢ Eat Pizza 


How many of these things did YOU do this week? 


Change someone's world. Share these same activities and just a few 


hours a week with a boy or girl in need of a friend and role model. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters ° 424-8181 bbbsedmonton.org 


representatives from the provinces and 
territories. It assesses the drug’s clini- 
cal effectiveness, and then provides 
recommendations to the provinces.” 

I brought up the case of the BC 
government circumventing this long, 
bureaucratic process. 

“There is an option for an individual 
to go through their physician, [and] if 
the physician believes the drug is in 
dire need, the physician can go to 
Health Canada [and request clinical 
use],” she admitted. “The BC govern- 
ment picked up the tab in that case.” 

So if the patients one province over 
are receiving treatment, why are Tyler 
and his brothers still waiting? 

"In this case we are waiting for the 
Health Canada approval,” Haggarty 

said. "The ministry has asked that the 

drug review happen immediately 
after Health Canada approves 

Elaprase.” 

While the drug holds promise for 
the Heaths, Elaprase is a very new 
treatment that hasn't had very 
much time to show its long-term 
effects yet. Dr David Wishart, a 
researcher from the University 
of Alberta who was recently 
feted for his contributions to 
mapping the human genome, 
has some insight on the med- 
ication’s possible efficacy. 

"It's like insulin,” he 
explained. “If a person with 
juvenile diabetes doesn't receive 
insulin they can live to about 11 or 12, 
spending the last few years dying a 
horrible death. 

“Elaprase is the same kind of drug,” 
he continued. “People with Hunter's 
Syndrome who are without access to 
Elaprase can’t expect to live beyond 
their 20th birthday.” 

Dr Wishart has met with Nicole and 
her children and is very familiar with 
their situation. | asked him what kind of 
impact Elaprase might have for them. 

“For her youngest, it could [have a} 
transformative effect—he could lead a 
normal life,” Dr Wishart explained 
“(For the other children] the disease 
has affected growth and structure, 
and while they won't look normal, 
they might have a shot at living a 
much better quality of life.” 


IN JULY OF 2006, the Us Food and 


Drug Administration approved 
Elaprase, which is produced by UK- 
based Shire Pharmaceuticals Group, 
for use by American Hunter's suffer- 
ers. It remains unclear if and when 


Health Canada plans to do the same 
(for various reasons, many drugs 
available in the States are not 
approved in Canada, and vice versa), 
but Tyler and his brothers are on a 
very literal deadline 

And Nicole is not compelled to 


on the government. The family has 
started a petition, and Nicole has 
been to an assembly session at the 
Legislature with Edmonton-D 
Liberal MLA Bill Bonko, who is 
her advocates 

Nicole doesn’t get too emotional 
while discussing this situation. Ins 
she speaks with the conviction and 
strength of a determined mother 

“tts been a long battle even to get 
the diagnoses,” she said. “Now that 
we have it, I just want the drug that 
will save their lives.” 

Her husband Perry, meanwhile 
shared some choice words in regards 
to provincial government budget poli- 
cy. He cited examples of the provin- 
cial museum renovations and the 
planned Edmonton River Valley beau- 
tification. Both are multi-million 
provincial public works projects 

The family’s friend in the legislature 
agreed with Perry Heath's analysis 

“We have the money,” Bonko 
exclaimed, “so what is the problem?” 

Bonko pointed out that Dave Han- 
cock, Alberta's Minister of Health, 
could resolve the situation 

“I'm going to ask the minister point 
blank questions during question peri- 
od,” Bonko promised. “We want an 
answer. Are you going to fund the treat- 
ments? Are these kids going to live? 


THE FAMILY MAY HAVE a steep ana 


precarious hill to climb, but the 
not alone. Both Sonko and Dr Wishart 
have publicly aligned themselves with 
the cause. The children’s physician 
Dr Chan, has also joined the public 
campaign 

“!'m an advocate for my patients,’ 
Dr Chan said, although she was less 
than optimistic regarding the provin- 
cial government's response to Nicole 
and Perry's lobbying, noting that “the 
government will do what they will do.” 

As for Nicole herself, she summed 
up the situation bluntly. 

“They're here and they need this 
drug—without it, they're dead. That's 
the bottom line,” she said with deter- 
mination. “My children’s lives lie in 
the hands of Dave Hancock. If they 
were his kids, would we be having 
this discussion?” v 
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_ Here in Alberta, the piper has bee 
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FINDING OUT WHO'S DONATED TO ALBERTA POLITICIANS MAY SURPRISE YOU (AND COST A BIT, T00) 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon @vueweekly.com 
orporate Alberta shovelled mil- 
( lions into provincial Conserva- 
tive and Liberal party coffers 
last year, according to financial state- 
ments released last week. 

The Alberta Liberals raised 20 per 
cent more from corporations than in 
2005, bringing their total private sec- 
tor take to $241 000. Remarkably, 
corporate donations to the ruling 
Conservatives dropped by $115 000 to 
$1.24 million in 2006 from 2005's 
$1.39 million bonanza. 

The Liberals and the NDP got more 
money from individual Albertans, but 
citizen contributions to the Conserva- 
tives dropped by 10 per cent. Union 
donations to the NDP went from zero 
in 2005 to $19 368 in 2006; labour 
money now accounts for 3.6 per cent 
of the NDP’s revenue. 

The best indicator of a party's posi- 
tion on campaign finance reform 
appears to be its reliance on corpo- 
rate money. The Conservatives, who 
got 73 per cent of their funds from the 
private sector in 2006, support the 
status quo—unlimited spending dur- 
ing elections, no rules around leader- 
ship or nomination contests, and a 
$15 000 limit on donations from com- 
panies, unions, or individual citizens 
that goes up to $30 000 in an election 
year. 

In 2006, the Liberals got 26 per cent 
of their funds from corporations. They 
support a $5 000 limit on corporate, 
union and individual donations, with 
rules for leadership contests. The NDP 
got 95 per cent of their funding from 
individual citizens last year. The party 
supports a ban on corporate and 
union donations, limiting individual 
donations to $2 500, spending limits 
for elections and rules for leadership 
and nomination contests. 


CLIMATE CHANGE dominated the head- 


EKLY 
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lines in 2006. Meanwhile, Alberta’s 
biggest oilpatch players increased 
their political donations by hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. The Tories 
raked in 50 per cent more from ener- 
gy companies in 2006 over their 2005 
donations. In total, the PCs got 
$314 550 from the energy sector. 

Oil and gas companies’ largesse 
was not limited to the governing Con- 
servatives. The oil and gas sector 
boosted their donations to the Alberta 
Liberals by 30 per cent in 2006. The 
Liberals got a total of $103 000 from 
energy companies last year. 

Liberal environment critic Dr David 
Swann says it’s a fine balance 
between, on the one hand, the short 
term financial pressures of a political 
party and, on the other, “the long 
term, more global pursuit of the pub- 
lic interest, which was what I was 
elected to reflect.” Swann says big 
money in politics “doesn’t have to get 
in the way [of good policies], but it 
can. That's the nature of politics in 
North America.” 

Again, the presence of corporate 
money seems to correlate with cli- 
mate change platforms. The Conserv- 
atives’ new plan—announced in 
February—allows “intensity-based” 
emissions reductions, which environ- 
mental groups predict will allow 
greenhouse gas emissions to rise by 
up to 70 per cent. The Liberals sup- 
port absolute emissions reductions, 
but only starting in 2012, leaving 
greenhouse gas emissions unchecked 
by the law for another 5 years. The 
NDP says meeting Kyoto Protocol tar- 
gets of 6 per cent below 1990 levels is 
their goal within 5 years, but it is only 
possible with a moratorium on oil- 
sands development and significant 
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investments of royalty revenues in 
renewable energy. 


THE 2006 FINANCIAL statements for 
Alberta political parties were not easy 
to obtain. Copies are available in the 
Edmonton office at Elections Alberta, 
but the information is not free. Media 
outlets such as the Calgary Herald and 
opposition parties all paid $0.25 per 
page for the statements. Access to a 
list of Progressive Conservative, Liber- 


al and NDP donors costs about $25. 

According to Lorie ‘McKee-Jeske, 
director of communications at Elec- 
tions Alberta, the statements will be 
available for free online “in a couple 
of months or so.” McKee-Jeske says 
the statements must be reconciled 
and data entered and that this process 
takes time. In the meantime, Elections 
Alberta says the public is free to pay 
for the information. 

Parties submit financial information 


to Elections Alberta in old-fashioned 
paper format. Elections Alberta, 
which reports to the Legislature, says 
a more modern system of data report- 
ing would require more resources. 
The office was established in 1977 
with 11 staff. Thirty years later, they 
have 12 employees. 

University of Lethbridge political 
scientist Harold Jansen studies Cana- 
dian political party finances. Jansen 
says Elections Alberta can be more 
timely in its disclosure of information. 

“1 think Ontario has a good model 
for us to consider,” said Jansen. “{In 
Ontario] parties are required to report 
any donation for the year that exceeds 
$100 to Elections Ontario within 10 
business days. 

“Elections Ontario is legally 
required to post that information on 
the Elections Ontario website within 
10 business days,” he continued. “As 
a result, we have an up-to-date pic- 
ture of who is supporting Ontario's 
parties financially. We don't find out 
after the fact; we find out as it's hap- 
pening.” 

By contrast, Alberta only requires 
disclosure of donations over $375, 
meaning that individuals, unions or 
companies can give up to $375 with- 
out the information becoming public. 
In other provinces, the highest disclo- 
sure threshold is $250. But Jansen 
says that Alberta's higher threshold is 
“probably not a big deal.” 

“tt’s hard to imagine that a dona- 
tion of and extra $125 would seriously 
threaten the integrity of the political 
system,” he noted. “And, in fact, ina 
province that is so dominated by one 
party, it may allow people to donate 
to opposition parties more freely than 
might otherwise be the case.” 


THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS made 


partially available last week do not 
include information about the biggest 


political event in Alberta in 2006—the 
PC leadership contest. 

Premier Ed Stelmach promised to 
make a list of his donors public after 
the December 2006 vote. A full list 
has not been released yet; the Premier 
says many donors have requested 
anonymity. There are no rules for 
party leadership contests in Alberta. 

Jansen says the federal govern- 
ment—first under former Prime Minis- 
ter Jean Chrétien, and then more 
recently under current PM Stephen 
Harper—has made party financing 
increasingly more transparent, by 
requiring reporting of donors to lead- 
ership contests and local riding con- 
tests for nomination. 

Jansen adds that Alberta is the only 
province in Canada to have complete- 
ly unrestricted election spending. 

“In the last [two] provincial elec- 
tions, the PCs outspent all of the other 
opposition parties combined by a 2:1 
margin,” he said. “And that doesn’t 
include spending by candidates; those 
are just party expenditures.” - 

Alberta also has very high donation 
limits—as noted, individuals, unions 
or corporations may donate up to 
$15 000 in a non-election year and 
$30 000 in an election year. Federal 
donation limits were changed in the 
wake of the sponsorship scandal, 
which saw Liberal-friendly ad firms 

receive millions in taxpayers’ money, 
with the understanding that much of 
it would be donated back to the Liber- 
al party. Now, an individual may only 
donate $1 000 to a federal political 
party; corporate and union donations 
are banned. ° 

According to Jansen, these large 
donations, along with unrestricted 
spending, means that come election 
time, “it’s difficult for opposition par- 
ties to get their message out. 

“It impairs the equity of the elec- 
toral process.” vw 
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, as always, a hot topic 
rta these days, from 
ons on the oil sands 
of royalty rates to another 
m On climate change to 
in the line at Tim Hortons. 
Changing Alberta: Pursu- 
Public Interest conference 
being held Apr 13 and 14 by local 
advocacy group Public Interest Alber- 
a is bringing together leading advo- 
cates from across North America in 
hopes of moving beyond all the talk to 
a bit of action on energy and a range 
of other issues. 

Conference speaker Tyson Slocum, 
director of the energy program for the 
Washington, DC-based organization 
Public Citizen, wants to bring Alber- 
tans the message that any meaningful 
action to address problems related to 
energy production here has to take 
into account what is happening south 
of the border. 

“Anytime we're talking about Cana- 
dian energy policy we have to talk 
about American energy policy since 
we obtain so much of our energy from 
you guys,” Slocum explained. “As long 
as we keep gobbling it at the rate that 
we do, it’s going to make it difficult for 
Canada to try to reform its energy 
investments to try and be sustainable.” 


READER LETTERS 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 


through would be a huge thing that would 
for a period of time put all of your 
thoughts about yourself under serious 
scrutiny. However, it does not change the 
fact that all humans have the ability to 
examine why we do what we do; no mat- 
ter who we are, it’s a process that is 
absolutely necessary to becoming happy 
and healthy humans. Hearing about your 
experience solidified that for me, so | 
thank you for offering it! 


ROBYN SACHS 


AND THIS LITTLE HETERO DOES T00 


| just wanted to write and say that | loved 
the recent edition of your gay column 
("Kids say the gayest things,” Totally Gay, 
Mar 28 - Apr 4). | could really identify 
with it. 

| am not gay but | am from a small 
town just outside the city, and when | 
fave to go to mom’s house for the Sunday 
dinner, | almost duck while | am driving 
through town. | don’t know why | find it 
SO Scary to run into the friends | used to 
have but | will go to any length to avoid 
it Itsa bit strange isn't it? 

Thanks again for the article! 


AMI AMATO 


LOSING THE BATTLE AND THE WAR 
Regarding the piece addressing the eco- 


DELIA EOMONTON SOUTH HOTEL 
(404 GATEWAY 


AWD), 
SIO FAL KEYNOTE S1OSAT PANEL, 
S150 FULL CONFERENCE 


For Slocum, that means connecting 
the campaigns of public interest 
organizations in US with advocacy 
efforts here. 

“So I'm going to be talking about 
the things we're pushing for to try 
reform our energy policy in terms of 
emphasizing more on reducing 
demand, improving fuel economy 
standards, moving towards alterna- 
tive fuels, improving the investments 
in mass transit, improving invest- 
ments in energy efficiency.” 


SLOCUM ALSO WARNS that alberta 
shouldn't make the same mistakes he 
has witnessed in his country and cau- 
tions against the current talk about 
bringing nuclear power to the oil 
sands. 

“Sure, nuclear power doesn’t 
directly produce any greenhouse gas 
emissions—or significant ones—but it 


nomics of the global drug trade ("Forget 
the war on drugs—it's really all about the 
money,” Apr 5 - Apr 11): people need to 
face the fact that drug laws are the cause 
of “drug problems,” which are in fact pro- 
hibition problems. Until there is a regulat- 
ed market for adult drug use there will be 
no end to the casualties caused by a 
lunatic drug crusade. 

No one was robbing, whoring and mur- 
dering to get drugs when addicts could 
buy all of the heroin, morphine, cocaine 
and anything else they wanted cheaply 
and legally at the corner pharmacy. A 
legal heroin habit cost less than tobacco 
addiction (50¢ per week) and “drug 
crime” was unknown. Search the historic 
archives in vain trying to find a robbery, 
burglary or assault associated with drugs 
when they were legal. The term “drug 
crime” is an invention of prohibitionists 
trying to cover the effects of their failed 
drug policy. 

Unintentional opiate overdose deaths 
were extremely rare before drugs were 
outlawed. Almost all drug deaths before 
the Harrison Narcotic Act were suicides. 
Nowadays, Drug Czar John Walters tells 
us there are more than 30 000 accidental 
drug deaths every year. The term “drug 
death” is an alibi to cover the deadly 
effects of drug prohibition. 

Proof that hardline drug prohibition 
causes drug crimes and drug deaths 
comes from the Swiss Heroin Mainte- 
nance Program, where addicts are sup- 
plied with cheap, pure heroin and 
cocaine. The Swiss have not had a sin- 
gle overdose death in the program and 
injection-transmitted diseases 
(HIV/AIDS, Hep C and so on) are now a 
rarity in Switzerland. 


T 10 ACT LOCALLY AND THINK CONTINENTALLY, AMERICAN ENERGY EXPERT INSISTS 


produces a heck of a lot of highly 
radioactive waste and we have no 
safe or secure way to dispose of that,” 
he said. “It presents brand-new giant 
environmental problems and we're 
not in favour of addressing one envi- 
ronmental problem—in this case, cli- 
mate change—by introducing brand 
new environmental problems.” 

Slocum believes the real-solutions 
to climate change and energy-related 
woes lie in creating alternatives that 
will wean people off of fossil fuels. 

“One way to provide those alterna- 
tives is to finance these investments 
through either a windfall profits tax 
on the oil industry or by revoking all 
their existing subsidies and shifting 
that money instead into mass transit, 
renewable energy, energy efficiency— 
things that are actually going to result 
in some tangible alternatives being 
presented to folks.” 

Other conference speakers include 
Tony Clarke, president of the Polaris 
Institute; Annie Kidder, executive 
director of People for Education in 
Ontario and Monica Lysack, executive 
director of the Childcare Advocacy 
Association of Canada. 

Separate tickets for the Friday 
keynote and the opening panel on 
Saturday are available. For full confer- 
ence information, visit pialberta.org. w 


The criminal drug black market has 
vanished in-Switzerland since the Swiss 
began providing addicts with cheap legal 
drugs. The success of the Swiss Heroin 
Maintenance Program in causing a more 
than 97 per cent reduction in addict crime 
in Switzerland is something drug warriors 
do not want to discuss. 

Swiss policy has also resulted in an 
82 per cent decrease in heroin addiction 
since 1990, which is unequaled by any 
American drug policy. Besides these 
concrete benefits, the Swiss report sav- 
ing over $100 per day per addict in 
lower police, incarceration and health- 
care expenses. The Swiss are so 
pleased with the results of Heroin Main- 
tenance that they made this their 
national drug policy. 

Using jail cells to treat addicts has 
not achieved similar success anywhere 
in Canada. Anyone truly concerned 
about the victims of drugs will work to 
end an immoral drug crusade that mur- 
ders more than 30 000 people every 
year and spawns a multitude of crimi- 
nal activity. 

Ignorance and good intentions are no 
excuse for continuing a destructive drug 
crusade. 


REDFORD GIVENS, Webmaster 
DACNet Online Library of Drug Policy 


ND YOU SHOULDN'T GET STONED 
BHFORE DRIVING .... YOUR BOBSLED 


As a Federal Medical Marijuana License 
Holder who is also married to one, | can 
tell you that marijuana is indeed a per- 
formance-enhancing drug {“Higher, faster, 


NEWS 


stronger ... and higher,” Apr 5 - Apr 11) 
Although | think pot should be legal for 
adults to use, if we take it off the list of 
banned substances, some athletes will 
toke on the weekend instead of beer, 
whereas the wealthier or more connected 
athletes could save their career. 

Cannabis is a well-documented anti- 
inflammatory, pain reliever and stress 
reducer. In large doses (especially when 
eaten), it could be used to speed up the 
healing of many sports related injuries 
That could mean the difference between 
athlete X actually competing or not com- 
peting, which could drastically change 
the chances of athletes Y and Z getting 
the gold. 

Competing in a city with dirty air? A 
few tokes will stop an asthma attack in 
under a minute. Butterflies in the stom- 
ach? Smoke a bowl. 

Although some people find pot slows 
down their reaction time, other people 
find pot gives them a sensation of time 
slowing down or “time dilation” that can 
significantly speed up reaction time. 

In the spirit of fair play, cannabis 
should definitely remain on the banned 
list. 


RUSSELL BARTH 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108th Street, Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), 
by fax (780.426.2889) or by e-mail (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles pub- 

lished in Vue Weekly. We reserve the 

right to edit for length and clarity. 


APRIL 12 - APRIL 18, 2007 


WUEWE 


EKLY 


7 


promo company 
seeking high 
energy, 
reps for a liquor- 
based promotion. 


We are looking for fe- 
males ages 19-27 to 
conduct walk-a-bouts 
in high-traffic club and 
fashion districts. The 
campaign runs for two 
months and chosen 
candidates will be well 
compensated. Please 
make sure to bring your 
resume including head 
and full body shots to 
the casting call. If you 
are not available for the 
casting call you can 
also send these materi- 
als via e-mail for con- 
sideration. 
Edmonton casting call will 
be held on April 18, 2007 at 
the The Fairmont Hotel Mac- 
Donald, 10065 100th St., 
between 3pm and Spm. 
Please go to the Work 
Centre Board Room. 
You can also e-mail your re- 
sumes and photos to: 
repcastings@hotmail.com 


enthusiastic 


‘of importance to the community. Their 
is not necessarily the opinion of the 
__ they represent or of Vue 


RICARDO ACUNA / ualberta.ca/parkland 

If you don’t want to hear the answer, then 
you shouldn't ask the question. Likewise, 
if you are already convinced you have the 
solution, and nothing will change your 
mind, then don’t ask for advice and input. 

Of course, in Alberta during the Klein 
years, we became used to a slight varia- 
tion on the above tenets—asking the right 
very narrow and carefully designed ques- 
tions will ensure you get only the answers 
you want no matter whom you ask. 

The current province-wide consulta- 
tions on the future of Alberta's oil sands 
were inherited by the Stelmach govern- 
ment from their predecessors. The idea 
was to create a committee made up of 
industry, native leaders, government and 
environmental organizations to travel the 
province and gather input from Albertans 
about how development of the oil sands 
should proceed. 

The first round of consultations 
wrapped up in the fall, and the committee 
released its interim report at the end of 
November. Now the committee has 
released a second document, listing over 
100 possible options for strategies and 
actions in a variety of areas, many of 
which are in direct contradiction with 
each other. This second document is 
forming the basis for a second round of 
consultations, which is currently touring 


the province asking for feedback on the 
list of strategies. 


ON THE SURFACE, this is exactly what a 
consultation should look like. The com- 
mittee has representation from a variety 
of stakeholders, the process is open and 
transparent with all proceedings and 
meeting minutes posted on the internet 
and the outcomes have not been prede- 
termined. 

The only question that remains is how 
much weight the government will actually 
give to the final recommendations of the 
committee. Three months away from the 
conclusion of the process, the answer to 
this question is far from clear. 

Premier Stelmach has made it perfect- 
ly clear that he has no intentions of 
“touching the brake” on oilsands develop- 
ment. He has also said a moratorium is 
out of the question, and that he doesn't 
believe government should interfere with 
the pace of development determined by 
the market. Given that the pace of future 
development is one of the biggest issues 
before the oilsands committee, it would 
appear that the Premier has made up his 
mind on how to proceed regardless of 
what the committee might have to report. 

Likewise with climate change and 
water use in the Athabasca—despite the 
fact that the oilsands committee is look- 


MacEwan 


In four years, you can graduate with 
your Bachelor of Arts degree from MacEwan. 


The same small class sizes, affordable 
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ing closely at both these issues and will 
almost certainly bring forth recommenda- 
tions on them, the government has decid- 
ed to proceed with new legislation on 
both fronts without bothering to wait for 
the committee. 

The government's decision to continue 
handing out new oilsands development 
permits in the midst of the consultation 
process gives a further indication of how 
committed they are to the process itself. 
As the committee tries to figure out what 
the appropriate level and pace of oilsands 
development is, the government's refusal 
to call a even temporary moratorium is 
ensuring that future development will 
continue to grow at the current break- 
neck pace regardless of the committee. 

At this point, even if the committee 
were to recommend a serious slow-down 
in the pace of development or to suggest 
that oilsands extraction not grow beyond 
today’s levels, the new developments that 
have already been approved would make 
it a moot point—enough permits have 
already been handed out to fully double 
current oilsands production. 


THE SAD REALITY IS that, although the 
actual consultation process is an 
improvement over the window-dressing 
consultations of the Klein years, it would 
appear that the outcome will be no differ- 


Don't ask questions if you don’t want answers 


ent—a government with no interest at all 
in actually acting on what Albertans are 
fecommending. : 

And there can be very little question as 
to what it is Albertans are recommend- 
ing—a vast majority of presenters (virtu- 
ally 100 per cent of the people presenting 
at the committee's recent Edmonton stop) 
are calling fora moratorium on new proj- 
ects and a significant slowing in the pace 
of production. Albertans also seem to 
want serious action on climate change, 
significant reductions in water use by the 
industry, and an increase in the royalties 
paid in the oil sands. 

All submissions and presentations to 
the committee will be posted online, 
which is a good thing because it will be 
easy to identify the huge gap between 
what Albertans want and what the gov- 
ernment is prepared to do. As always, 
however, it will be up to Albertans to hold 
the government's feet to the fire and 
force them to act—otherwise, we will 
see no better results from this process 
than we have seen from any past consul- 
tations, and, when it comes to the oil 
sands, we cannot afford that. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 


Come Celebrate an Important 
Milestone in Canada’s History! 


Monday, April 16, 2007 
12:00 noon 
Edmonton City Hall 


Interesting speakers, cake, coffee and great live music! 


Your Host: Portia Clark, Anchor, CBC News at Six 
Music by: The Vissia Sisters 


This event is free and open to the public. 


Presented by: 
C | CENTRE for CONSTITUTIONAL STUDIES 


Centre d'études constitutionnelles 
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Late last month, the Arab League 
declared in Riyadh that all 22 Arab coun- 
tries are still ready for peace with Israel if 
it withdraws from all the Arab lands that 
it seized in the 1967 war and agrees to a 
just solution for the Palestinian refugees. 
it is a measure of their panic as they cal- 
culate the psychological impact of a 
forthcoming US withdrawal from Iraq 
(which will emerge as the first Shia-ruled 
Arab country in eight centuries) and the 
likelihood that western Iraq will become 
a Sunni Arab rump state dominated by 
fanatical Islamists. 

The Riyadh offer essentially repeats a 
proposal for a comprehensive peace set- 
tlement that the Arab League first made 
five years ago at a summit in Beirut. At 
that time it was completely ignored by 
Israel, as Ariel Sharon was the Israeli 
prime minister in 2002 and had no inter- 
est in trading land for peace. He is gone 
now, but it is still very unusual in the 
diplomatic world to make the same offer 
again at a later date. It looks too much 
like begging. Why did they do it? 

This is not a particularly good time to 
talk about peace to Israel, for Sharon's 
successor, Ehud Olmert, is gravely weak- 
ened by corruption scandals and the per- 
ceived failure of his war against Lebanon 
last summer. He is in no position political- 
ly to propose returning to Israel’s pre- 
1967 borders—which would mean giving 
the entire West Bank and East Jerusalem 
to the Palestinians, and returning the 
Golan Heights to Syria—even if he were 
personally inclined to do so. 

Olmert is even less likely to be inter- 
ested in trying to sell Israeli voters on the 
Arab demand that Palestinian refugees 
and their descendants be allowed to 
return to their original homes within what 
is now Israel if they wish. No doubt he 
could negotiate a deal in which only 
token numbers of refugees returned if he 
were willing to yield on those other 
points, but it is as important symbolically 
in Israeli politics that none of the Pales- 
tinians whose families were driven out of 
what is now Israel in 1948 be allowed to 
return, as it is to Palestinians that they 
all be permitted to. 


THE ARAB LEAGUE'S REAL reason for 
bringing up the Beirut offer again last 
month was that a number of key members 
are worried about the security of their 
Own regimes after US forces in Iraq give 
Up and go home. A few countries with 


large Shia populations worry a bit about 
their loyalty, but the big concern every- 
where is that Sunni Islamist extremists 
have gained immensely in prestige and 
popular support across the Arab world 
because of their performance against the 
American occupation forces in Iraq. 

In virtually every Arab state, the main 
Opposition to the regime is Sunni 
Islamists, and in many of them the rela- 
tionship is already one of suppressed civil 
war. The American invasion of Iraq utterly 
destabilized the region—as King Abdul- 
lah Il of Jordan warned in July of 2002, 
“All of us are saying, ‘Hey, United States, 
we don’t think this is a very good 
idea’"—and US defeat in Iraq is destabi- 
lizing it even further. In Syria, Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia and some of the smaller 
Gulf states—the countries nearest to the 
epicentre of the upheavals—and even in 
Egypt, there are grave concerns about 
Islamist coups, uprisings or even full- 
scale revolutions. 

So now would be a good time to win 
the regimes some credit by doing a peace 
deal with Israel that creates a proper 
Palestinian state in the Israeli-occupied 
territories and lets at least a few 
refugees go home while compensating 
the rest. However, the very vulnerability 
that now persuades Arab regimes to 
revive this proposal automatically makes 
it less attractive to Israelis. How can they 
be sure that the Arab regimes they make 
the deal with will actually survive long 
enough to make such a deal worthwhile? 

Aluf Benn of the newspaper Ha ‘aretz 
put it plainly about a year ago: “Israel 
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) street’ isn’t so far away anymore 


could always do business with Arab dic- 
tators; (they were) a barrier protecting it 
from the rage of the ‘Arab street’. That 
was the basis of the peace agreements 
with Egypt and Jordan (and with) Yasser 
Arafat and his heirs ... but those days are 
over. Henceforth Israel will have to factor 
into its foreign policy something it has 
always ignored—Arab public opinion.” 


INDEED, ISRAEL MAY SOON have to deal 
with more regimes that fully reflect the 
“rage of thigArab street,” as it is already 
dealing wit {or rather, failing to deal 
with) the Islamists of Hamas, freely elect- 
ed in the Palestinian occupied territories 
over a year ago. Such governments would 
not be interested in making new peace 
agreements with Israel or even in main- 
taining existing ones. 

So the quite genuine offer of the Arab 
League will be ignored, not just because 
the current Israeli government wants to 
hold onto most of the settlements, but 
because no Israeli government would 
accept the deal the Arab League is offer- 
ing unless it could be sure that its key 
partners on the other side were capable 
of carrying out their part of the deal. It 
cannot be sure of that any more. The 
repercussions of the Iraq fiasco are just 
beginning to unfold, and nobody know 
what the Middle East will look like five 
years from now. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Jue Weekly. 
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REO BIKE Se EK 
WHO DUNNIT? PART 2 


Fearless prognosticating! 
Plus: Flames still suck! 


& | IN THE BOX 


SS | DAVEVOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
== | inthebox@vueweekly.com 


Oiler news in brief: The playoffs are start- 
ing. The Oilers are watching. The team 
will be picking sixth in the Entry Draft 
with two more first round choices. The 
Oilers finished the season with a win 
over Calgary. Strangely enough, the Oilers 
were losing that game until the Calgary 
PA announcer confirmed the Flames were 
bound for the playoffs. TB and Dave move 
on from the debacle and go over the East- 
em Conference matchups. 


#3 THRASHERS VS #6 RANGERS Euro- 
peans abound! Atlanta is led by Marian 
Hossa, Vyacheslav Kozlov and Ilya 
Kovalchuk, with Kari Lehtonen between 
the pipes. New York features Jaromir 
Jagr, Michael Nylander and Martin Stra- 
ka, with Henrik Lundqvist in net. Need- 
less to say, Don Cherry probably won't be 
watching this one too closely, although 
he will be happy that one of these Euro- 
teams won't get any further than the first 
round. These teams match up well but 
the difference could be special teams 
with the Rangers holding an advantage 
when either up or down a man. They're 
also a much tougher team (read: 
dirty)(further reading: Sean Avery) than 
the Thrashers and could intimidate them 
over a seven game series. TB 

(TB’s Prediction: Rangers in 6; DY’s Predic- 
tion: Rangers in 7) 


#1 SABRES VS #8 ISLANDERS smytty! 
This looks like the most lopsided matchup 
of the playoffs with the high-flying, 
league-leading Buffaslugs taking on the 
last team to gain entry into the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. Sound familiar? Recent Oil- 
ers Ryan Smyth and Marc-Andre Berg- 
eron will have to teach Alexei Yashin, 
Miroslav Satan and the Isles how to do to 
Buffalo what the Oilers did to Detroit last 
spring, It won't help. It won't work. Smyt- 
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ty's post-Oiler playoff adventure will be 
done with plenty of time to join Team 
Canada for the Worlds. DY 

(DY'’s Prediction: Sabres in 4; TB'’s 
Prediction: Sabres in 5) 


#4 SENATORS VS #5 PENGUINS All this 
and Georges Laraque! Perennial playoff 
duds take on an up-and-coming Penguin 
team featuring the youngest player to 
ever win the scoring race. The Senators 
feature a wide array of scoring talent and 
a pretty decent team defence but goalie 
(Sugar) Ray Emery is a bit of a flake. The 
Penguins’ version of defence is to just 
make sure they score more than they let 
in and often leave poor Marc-Andre 
Fleury to fend ‘for himself. Both teams 
ended the season pretty well and this 
could be a long series. But if Sid Crosby, 
Ev Malkin and Jo Staal get to Emery early 
the Sens will be toast. 1B 

(TB’s Prediction: Pens in 6; DY’s Predic- 
tion: Sens in 6) 


#2 DEVILS VS #7 LIGHTNING Crazy 
Lou's Jersey Emporium of Fired Coach- 
es! The Devils still play great playoff 
hockey. Tampa Bay won a Stanley Cup 
only notable to this guy in that they beat 
Calgary to do it. John Madden, Jay 
“Shoulders” Pandolfo and whatever 
other shutdown guys Lou Lamoriello 
throws over the boards will keep 
Tampa's three hot forwards (Brad 
Richards, Vincent Lecavalier and Martin 
St. Louis) off the scoresheet. And that 
Martin Brodeur guy will also help out 
He's pretty good. DY 

(DY’s Prediction: Devils in 6; TB’s Predic- 
tion: Devils in 5) 


THE HEALING POWER OF HOCKEY with 
this awful season over and the pain of 
watching the Oilers struggle dead and 
gone, Heather and | finally agree on one 
Oiler-related truth. We're both equally 
glad this season is over. We agree for 
very different reasons, but we're equally 
glad. DY 


Take control of your health, especially when it is 


= | WELL WELL, WELL 


She's weightless now, my aunt, dust back 
to dust, but | feel heaviness. When death 
comes to pluck out of your circle, all kinds 
of thought sprouts in its wake, thought 
about the institutionalization of our lives 
from birth to death and almost everything 
in between, including the institutionaliz- 
ing of our health care. 

| quoted Ivan Illich last week, in the 
context of our right to choose our own 
medicines, but left out the last of the lib- 
erties he claims for himself—the right to 
“die without diagnosis.” 

Again, and dark as it sounds, | have 
to say that this sounds reasonable to 
me. (I'm a ray of sunshine today, | 
know). But I've seen too much. The path 
of illness leading to death in those I've 
fost over the years looks impossibly 
long and painful to me, and though we 
have little contro! over whether cancer 
or something equally devastating and 
fatal will strike—seemingly less than 
ever in our toxic world—I‘d like to have 
the option of choosing my own path to 
the end. 

At the risk of robbing the inherently 
optimistic of hope, I’m going to review 
the realities. First there is the shock of 
diagnosis, surgery and chemotherapy. 
Then there is the agony of being a shell 
of your former self. Then there is the 
waiting, waiting, waiting, the anxiety and 
the banking on odds that are all too often 


1) Girlfriend - 
Avril Lavigne 


2) Don't Matter - 
Akon 


3) Paralyzer - 
Finger Eleven 


4) Smack That feat. Eminem - 
Akon 


5) Say It Right - 
Nelly Furtado 


6) Super Mario Bros. - . 
Super Mario Bros. 


7) Lips of an Angel - 
Hinder 


8) Wanna Love You - 
Akon 


9) Glamorous - 
Fergie 


10) You Don't Know - 
Eminem 
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not great. 

Then, sometimes, your hair grows back 
and you have a few, or even many, good 
years. But if the cancer recurs, you face 
going through that hell again. And then, 
finally, when all options have been 
exhausted, there is morphine-induced 
nothingness. 


1 DON'T PLAN T0 GO anytime soon, but 
when | do, | plan to exercise my right to 
do so without diagnosis, my right to avoid 
conventional treatment, my right to listen 
to the intuition of my body. I'm not obli- 
gated to confirm what | already suspect 
with a battery of invasive tests, make the 
results public, face difficult decisions and 
then defend my choices. 

Our laws acknowledge this, but when 
faced with a loved one wanting to exer- 
cise their right, someone wanting to 
Pass on a Visit to the doctor or a course 
of treatment, we have trouble with it— 
eyebrows go up, way up, and for those 


in closest proximity, manipulations usu- 
ally begin. 

To the whispered “isn’t that a little 
selfish?” comments, | have this: possibly, 
Or not, depending on the circumstances 
Sometimes it is selfish to ask others 
watch us travel the path of treatment and 
suffering. Sometimes selfish is fair. And 
sometimes what is unfair is refusing to 
respect the wish to avoid modern cancer 
treatment and asking the victim of illness 
to be selfless, 

It's very personal, and for those up for 
the fight, more power to them. Many with 
the necessary motivation and optimism— 
and a decent prognosis—do well. But | 
have seen modern chemotherapy treat- 
ments potent enough to kill the strongest 
of spirits, and wonder if some of them 
might just have the power to kill even the 
healthiest body, let alone a cancer-tor- 
mented one. 

For those who feel like they've had a 
good run, though, however short it might 


seem to others in this day of almost-eter- 
nal life expectancy, should we not respect 
the desire not to know, not to be worried, 
Not to be treated? 

It is not a crime to decline aggressive 
interventions; it is not a crime to know 
the diagnosis alone is defeating for those 
of us less inclined to optimism and hope. 
And it’s not a crime to be realistic. There 


are many ways of being, and of no longer 
being 


I'D LIKE TO SEE US focus on stopping 
the madness of the mass poisoning 
we're currently engaged in, instead of 
on the endlessly futile search for a 
chemical cure. I'd like to see us put our 
energies into putting people in power 
who understand that while we're 
destroying our earth in the name of eco- 
nomics and progress, we're also killing 
ourselves 

We dump chemicals of all kinds into 
our bodies, we subject ourselves to 


failing 


Stress, we believe that doctors are magi 


clans and can undo any kind of damage 
and we insist that all of us, wheth 
have faith in it or not, subject ourselves 
to modern medicine. It seems both pid 
and cruel to me 

Cancer is always impossibly hard, but | 
think the way we approach it makes it 
harder yet. And though | can't control 
what junk is dumped into my food and air 
and water, | can choose what kind of 
treatment | will accept, what kind | 
refuse and what constitutes a rea 
quality of life to me 

And | can permit myself space to be 
sad when circumstances call for this 
permit myself transitions of fatigue and 
grief instead of Prozac-ing myself out o 
every depression just to enable a con- 
tindal plowing through without missir 
a beat 

Both life and death are being cheated 
of dignity with our approach; both 
deserve more. w 
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Alberia Mobility 
9915 108A Ave. 
Connect 
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“Be aware of your breath as you relax ... 
relaxing your thighs, your hips ... your 
abdominal muscles...” 

Oh no, lady. No. We don't want that. 
This may be Hatha Yoga for Beginners, 
and we're here to get to know our bodies, 
and it's not a performance, and nobody's 
judging us, but | guarantee there's be an 
awtul lot of judging—and an unwelcome 
degree of body-knowledge—if the stern 
fist of abdominal discipline were to 
unclench and this caucus of dissident 
sashimi allowed to voice its opinions. 
Now is not the time for a policy of open- 
ness; I'll relax everything else, hang like a 
simple natural-fibre robe from the iron 
hook in my guts, but | can’t relax my 
abdominals. 

What was | doing, scarfing down $20 
worth of raw fish half an hour before my 
first-ever yoga class? Acting from desper- 
ation, blood-sugar necessity. See, I'm 
knocking two items off the Hippie Check- 
list this week: my first yoga and my first 
herbal cleanse. No bread/flour products, 
fo sugars or sweeteners, no dairy, no fer- 
mented products (vinegar, soy sauce, beer 
{sniff}, wine [sob]), no tropical fruits ... 
plus, my girl and | decided we'd go fishi- 
tarian for this one. The theoretical meal 
options are endless and wonderful; our 
practical reality has been salmon and rice. 

It's actually quite an easy and reward- 
ing diet to more-or-less stick to, especially 
once you manage to will your head and 
body out of the fat-sugar-salt-starch lever- 
pushing of the instant-food reflex and 
start thinking of food earlier than 30 sec- 
onds before hypoglycemic coma sets in, 
but today I'd neglected to restock my cubi- 
cle’s larder with almonds, cashew butter 
and the brown-rice cakes I'd once been so 
enthusiastic (I'd actually exclaimed, 
“Ooh!” and “Yum!” when | found them in 
the organic aisle) about. And so, when 
those big, beautiful menus presenting all 
that fresh, tasty fishflesh were put in my 


shaking hands, all the yogic dietary advice 
I'd diligently wikied was forgotten as easi- 
ly as it'd been gained. 


1 WISH I'D BEEN SMARTER on the food 
angle, because some of these poses feel 
really great underneath the agony; you 
can almost hear the office demons being 
driven out of my hunch-crunched lower 
back, evicted from my gnarled slacker 
shoulders. It'd be great to really relax and 
lean into them; unfortunately, many of 
them involve pointing my ass directly at a 
roomful of kindly strangers. I'd hoped the 
fish wouldn't disagree with me so violent- 
ly, but underestimated the magnitude of 
combat operations involved in Operation: 
Intestinal Freedom. A few little cheats on 
the weekend—celebrating Christ's victory 
over death and my fiancee's victory over 
the living death of not having your awe- 
someness acknowledged—had set the 
purification program back, and the daily 
12 tablets of cleansing herbs were on the 
counteroffensive. 

There's regret, there, even after all the 
perfectly reasonable justifications for 
blowing the cleanse in half with a dou- 
ble-shot of heavy food and liquor. | fee! 
weak and gross and foolish, yeah, but 


worse is my frustrated curiosity; we were 
on Day Five of a 12-day program when 
we stepped outside the dietary guide- 
lines, and just that afternoon I'd rushed 
urgently to the can at IKEA—a traditional 
part of the IKEA experience, with or with- 
out a gutful of loose-change hotdags— 
and my business smelled like flowers 
What would have happened in seven 
days had | not joyfully smothered that 
gastrointestinal garden with a herbicidal 
compost of Panago and Carlo Rossi? 
Would | have gained ... superpowers? 

Anyway ... yeah, Here we see in action 
the key pitfall of a healthy, conscious, 
engaged, aware lifestyle: you can’t shut 
up about your hippie shit, because it’s all 
you can think about. This past week, if my 
mind wasn't on what was going into my 
body, it was gleefully analyzing what was 
going out. Sorry everybody: I'm going to 
listen to this friendly contortionist with 
the perfect skin and focus on my breath, 
on what's going on with my body in this 
moment 

Oh, right. That. Well, | understand now 
what my girl was talking about when she 
said that yoga practice can actually add 
hours to your day, because it feels like 
|'ve been here for a million years. w 
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Soya Lacquered Duck Breast 
with House Made 


Fork Crushed Blue 


Duck Sausage, 
Mascarpone Potatoes 


Winter Squash-Pear Hash, Balsamic-Fig Sauce. 


I will fado you, fado you 
wherever you may go 
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hen visiting Portugal—par- 
ticularly Lisbon—attending a 
traditional fado is a must. 


Literally meaning “fate,” the Portuguese 
have nurtured the fado for over 150 
years. Little has changed. Like the 
blues, it is an expression of yearning 
and sorrow. Typically sung in restau- 
rant-cafés called fado houses, you can 
enjoy a traditional Portuguese meal, 
wine and linger to hear the music. 

Our family journeyed to the O For- 
cado fado house, hidden away ina 
side street of Portugal's capital, for an 
evening of food and music. O Forcado 
means “bull wrestler,” so it wasn’t 
surprising to see photos and memora- 
bilia of Portuguese bullfighting. The 
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(Except Brioche, Chees 
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Edwouton 


e & Egy Breads) 


FRESH STAR’ 
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black and white photos depicting the 
sport were interlaced with the tradi- 
tional blue and white azulejos ceram- 
ic tiles so prized in Portugal. I felt a 
real sense of tradition as I sat down at 
the large, rugged table to dine. 

O Forcado had a menu to browse 
for snacks, but offered a very reason- 
able three-course meal with wine (or 
non-alcoholic substitute) with the 
show for 34 euros per person. Our 
table was set with vinho verde 
Mateus, a unique Portuguese green 


‘Witalesame, ‘Nidriious, aoalihy 


Stuy In - Take Out - Cabered 


ve Music Friday & Saturday Evenings 


oD ~~ 


EUROPEAN BAKERY » BISTRO + CATERING 
www. freshstartbakery.com 


DISH 


colour but the immaturity of the 
grapes. The light-bodied, clean wine 
made from a combination of varieties 
was fruity and held a subtle sweet 
ness. (A word from the experienced 
do not try to pack this wine—or any 
other sparkling selection—home with 
you. It can explode in your suitcase.) 


SOME FRESH BUNS arrived at our 
table, accompanied by a traditional 
Portuguese peasant soup. The creamy 
broth was thick with layers of carrot, 
cabbage, potatoes and turnip. Slightly 
spiced with cilantro, it warmed our 
stomachs on the rainy evening. 
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Breakfast ¢ Lunch * Dinner 


AlaCarte Brunch Menu 
Sat & Sun, 9AM-2PM 


Breads * Pastries ¢ Cakes 
Dinner Parties » Party Platters 


433-9623 


smiling people sat in 
f sunlight while shad- 

buildings cast a cold 
cross the downtown strip. 
ringtime sunshine is out 
stint, the hours seem to 
quickly. I realized that I had 
ck of the day of the week 


; 9 of light and warmth from the 
start of this fickle season and we were 
no exception. 

We decided on breakfast well into 
the afternoon. A couple of old friends 
and I walked a few easy blocks down 
Jasper Ave to the conveniently-locat- 
ed Commodore, where an all-day 
breakfast called and prospects for 
good atmosphere were all but a cer- 
tainty. I’ve frequented “the Commie” 
off and on for a couple of years and 
never once did it lack good vibes or 
delicious breakfast selections. 

The Commodore's old-school, yel- 
low- and brown-painted letters on the 
windowed front proclaimed that our 
quest was at an end. I was still mus- 
ing over the days I missed this Week, 
but finally let it go. By the time | fig- 
ured out where the week had gone, it 
would be over, so we talked instead 
about our appetites as we filed in. 

Tables seating four ran the length 
of one wall and two glossy half-circle 
tabletops sat a few feet away. Seven 
short steel stools with cream- 
coloured vinyl covers were secured 
firmly to the linoleum floors around 
the half-circles, which bent out from 
the drink and dessert coolers on the 
counter running the length of the 
other wall. 

A couple of small groups smiled 
while making broken conversation 
over late-afternoon lunches and early 
dinners; a riotous handful sat at the 
back tables, playing cards and laugh- 
ing; a 30-something couple argued 
with and over their fussy child, who 


lost people try to wring every. 


it up some bacon, eggs and a 
i of history at the Commodore 


MON FRITO 7PM, SAT-SUN TO2 PM 


oc 

= | THE COMMODORE 

| 10712 JASPER AVENUE 
4132954 


looked far too old to still be in that 
stroller. The lethargy of winter had 
melted with the snow cover and the 


locals were out doing anything at all 
in the cursory good weather. 


AFTER ASKING FOR a coffee and a cou- 


ple of chocolate milkshakes ($3.25), 
we chatted while surveying the Com- 
modore's varied menu. Side orders, 
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Enjoy fine eats, warm welcome at another roadside attraction 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@veeweekly.com 

Re we'd 
all have to go on a diet.” —Tom 
Robbins, Skinny Legs and All 

I can’t resist a restaurant with a 
cool name: especially if it’s a tiny, 
independently owned restaurant off 
the beaten track. 

That's why I had to check out Skin- 
ny Legs and Cowgirls, an unpreten- 
tious five-table hole-in-the-wall that 
opened only four months ago in the 
Boyle Street neighborhood. Set in a 
strip mall between two high-rise con- 
dos, its funky hand-painted sign reads 
“Skinny Legs and Cowgirls. A Sort-of 
Bistro. Organic.” 

And that's what it is. It's a great little 
bistro that serves no more than 18 
people at time. They have no problem 
keeping the chairs warm. Whena 
friend and I arrived at 7 pm on a Friday 
night, co-owner Amy Kellock flashed 
us a big smile and cautiously asked, 
“Do you have a reservation?” We did, 
and she sighed in relief. She’d already 
turned away four parties that evening. 

Amy seated us at a comfortable 
table for four and gave us a copy of 
the handmade drinks menu entitled 
“Wobbly Legs and Tipsy Girls.” Amy's 
approach to her beers, however, was 
more laid-back. When I asked about 
them, she pulled open the nearby 
fridge and read out the various bottles 
that adorned the well-laden shelves. 
“I've got one bottle of Corona,” she 
said brightly, “and hey, this is a new 
one | just picked up. You should try 


> | Te-SuNTD 10 
= | SKINNY 


COWGIRLS 
S08 JASPER AVENUE 
wy 


oS 
cc 
—] 


it—it’s wonderful.” 

As | looked around the room, | 
decided that the place was an adver- 
tisement for a certain unnamed 
Swedish furnishing store. I even identi- 
fied the tables, chairs, curtain rods, and 
shelving from my own shopping 
sprees. The décor worked well, though. 
Pine simplicity played off the crimson- 
red walls and dim lighting accented the 
candles and shimmering curtains. 

In the kitchen, co-owner and chef 
Susan Kellock (who happens to be 
Amy’s mother) was busy generating 
the heady aromas that infused the 
restaurant. Working with a small team 
in a space slightly larger than a refrig- 
erator box, she balanced the creation 
of appetizers, entrées and sides. 

Handling everything south of the 
kitchen, Amy's hands were full taking 
orders, juggling drinks and enthusias- 
tically describing desserts. She was a 
phenom, and as | watched her flit 
about the room, I was glad she only 
had five tables to look after. 


WHEN SHE ALIGHTED ON our table, 1 
ordered a glass of the velvety, medi- 
um-bodied Grant Burge Miamba Shi- 
raz ($10). My friend ordered the 
“Princess Ly-Cherry” concoction of 


as 
River House.G 


\ Fine Dinner inva Grane 


Creative Regional Cuisine 


MdtHouse 


tay 


AAA Angus Steaks, Bison, Lamb, Fresh Fish 
Great Wine List 


It's always nice to be expected 


Reservations Recommended 458-2232 


APRIL 12 - APRIL 18, 2007 


Skyy vodka, lychee liqueur, sour cher- 
ry and a splash of raspberry juice 
served in a martini glass ($9). Ulti- 
mately, the drink turned out to be a bit 
too sour for his liking. 

Neatly printed on a chalkboard 
above the bar, the day’s specials 
included a rack of lamb, striploin steak 
and rosemary-skewered pork tender- 
loin, all served with a medley of veg- 
etables. Each was meant to be shared. 

In fact, virtually everything on the 
menu was meant for sharing. The gen- 
erous plates of coconut rice and polen- 
ta offered more than enough for two 


Eritrean/Ethiopian/Somolian Food 
Eritrian Coffee 
Organic Foods & Eritrean Tea 


people, as did the meat selections like 
tiger prawns, chicken and sausage. My 
friend and I opted to share a Caesar 
salad ($10.95) and a plate of papas con 
leche ($12.95), then added a plate of 
chorizo sausage ($13.95) and a serving 
of Franco Pollo ($15.95). 

Despite the proximity of the tables, 
the cosy atmosphere promoted a feel- 
ing of privacy and we enjoyed some 
light gossip while sipping our cock- 
tails and allowing the day's work to 
slide to the recesses of our minds. 

Before long, our Caesar salad 
arrived. The generous bowl of 


THE FIRST RULE ABOUT 


JASPER 
AVENUE 


10620 Jasper Ave. 


Global 


romaine lettuce was tossed with 
Amy's own dressing, then topped with 
homemade croutons, fresh Parmesan 
cheese and finished with a decorative 
ring of parsley leaves. The salad was 
light and delicious, building anticipa- 
tion for the oncoming dishes. 

When I had the chance, | stopped 
Amy in mid-grin and asked her about 
the name of her restaurant. She con- 
firmed what I had suspected: she’s a 
long-time Tom Robbins fan, and sim- 
ply had to incorporate the titles of a 
couple of her favourite novels. 

Shortly after we finished our salad, 
our table began to fill with platters of 
sausage, chicken and potatoes. We 
began scooping from each dish with 
the large ladles provided. 

The papas con leche were sautéed 
with onions, peanuts, feta and chilies, 
resulting in a decadent plate of car- 
bohydrates in a sinfully delicious 
cream sauce. The chorizo had been 
similarly sautéed with onion, tomato, 
cilantro and red wine for spicy slices 
of pork heaven. Finally, the Franco 
Pollo was prepared with onion, toma- 
to and lemon, and finished with a 
thick, fresh cream. The cubes of ten- 
der chicken were succulent in the 
velvety citrus sauce. 

We ordered another round of 
drinks: more wine for myself, and a 
minty Mojito ($5.50) for my friend. By 
this time, Amy was not so much flit- 
ting around the room as all-out flying 
It was clear that she could use some 
help, and at one point gave us that 
“oh yeah—your drinks” look that said 
she had totally forgotten. 

When our drinks finally came, my 
friend found that the Mojito was per- 
fectly balanced and a much better 
choice than his first cocktail. 

Although Amy had described her 
desserts in great detail, after 15 min- 
utes we realized that we weren't going 
to see our apple crisp. In true restau- 
rateur spirit, she promised a free apple 
crisp next time we visited. I’m certain 
we'll take her up on that offer. 

If you are lucky enough to get a 
reservation at Skinny Legs, ask for 
whatever the chef is preparing spe- 
cial for the night: you won't be disap- 
pointed. Just make sure you have an 


’ early reservation—this place is so hot 


it sizzles. vw 


&/GREAT HEAD 


=> | JASON FOSTER 
9 | greathead@vueweekly.com 


{magine you are a 23-year-old engineer- 
ing grad, looking around for opportunities. 
You like drinking beer—so how about 
opening Canada’s first brewpub in a 
National Park? Brett Ireland did, and it 
worked. 

“| never brewed a batch of beer in my 
life—not at home, not anywhere. But | 
liked beer and thought a brewpub was 
exactly what Jasper needed,” says Ire- 
land. 

His dream came to life 18 months ago 
when the doors opened to Jasper Brew- 
ing Company, his $1-million restaurant 
complete with a secondhand British 
brewing system in the basement. 

“There are a lot of restaurants in 
Jasper,” notes Ireland. “To make a go of 
it, | needed something to help me stand 
apait. That was where the beer came in.” 

His brewing system is small and 
Straightforward. Beer on tap comes 
Straight from the conditioning tanks with 
no need for kegs or bottling lines to add 
cost and labour. 

Completely self-taught, Ireland is the 
brewmaster. “I just started reading a lot 
of textbooks," he admits. 


= DISH 
= WEEKLY 


GOLDEN FORKS CHALLENGE Got any 
predictions for the May 10 Golden Forks 
winners? Send them in to dish@vue- 
Weekly.com and we'll put together a 
prize package for the Nostradamus that 
makes the best guesses. Get your entries 


He’ll be drinkin’ ‘round 
the mountain 


He keeps eight beers on tap at al! 
times, with a wide range of styles from a 
basic blonde ale to a hoppy India pale. 
Not all are classics, but each will appeal 
to a subset of beer drinkers. 

For the conservative set, try Fire 
Brigade Ale for a basic golden ale with- 
out much going on, or the soft, rounded 
Liftline Cream with a sweet finish. The B- 
Hill Pils is pleasant, but needs more 
robust hop bitterness. 

The most unique is the Honey Bear 
Ale. This yellow honey blonde tastes 
remarkably fresh and soft, with a hint of 
earthiness. Its secret is a touch of corian- 
der in the boil, which lightens the palate 
and accentuates its fruity qualities. The 
beer is certainly brewed with a deft 
touch. 

More adventurous types might go for 
the 6060, which has the potential to be a 
marvelous sweet stout with a little more 
roundedness and malt complexity. Proba- 
bly the best beer on offer was the Black 
Pilsner, which is not black but reddish- 
amber. It is a nicely balanced beer with a 
rounded quality, offering both sweet 
caramel malt with soft German hop bit- 
terness. 

Jasper Brewing Company is a brewpub 
with a lot of potential. Not bad for a 25- 
year-old engineering grad with no brew- 
ing experience. w 


in by Apr 30 to enter! 
DINE OUT FOR LIFE On Apr 26, participat- 


ing restaurants will donate 25 per cent of 
every food bill to Living Positive. Help 
those living with HIV/AIDS by having a 
fabo meal. When making reservations, 
say you're “Dining Out For Life.” Visit 
Wwww.DiningOutForLife.com for more info 
and a list of participating restaurants. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some unsubstantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 


HOMEFIRE 


homefiregrill.ca 
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Eat! 
Vote! 
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ast 


senses into orbit. Maybe 
you eat out. Edmonton has it all. 


\ TOMA RAN UT 


Syae ovata. 


your ballot! 


Let your tastebuds decide! 


EOS RRS ESTE - > 


yetive? 


Maybe its the perogies that practically melted your mouth. Maybe its the samosas that sent your 
its the chocolate creation that lives on in your memory and Calls out to you every time 


a2 


Have your say. Tell us which food establishments serve your favorites in the categories to follow. Help the 
places you like win a coveted Sth Annual Vue Weekly Golden Fork Award. Read the results - and more - on May 
10th. For your ballot to count, you must give answers in at least ten categories and include your name, address, 


and a daytime phone number. 


AN ESCAPE TO THE ROCKIES 


Includes three nights in a 2 bedroom condo courtesy ... 
Plus $100 in restaurant Gift Certificates! 


Ten others will receive a restaurant gift certificate. 


best dishes 


best restaurants 


* Appetizers e Best Rest. (Fine Dining) 
¢ Soups 2 ¢ Best Rest. (Mid Price) 
° Salads ¢ Breakfast 
e Bakery. 
oe nany * Coffee Shop 
: e Tea Shop 
¢ Venison ° Deli 
° Sushi ¢ Bavarian 
¢ Tapas ° Greek 
e Pub Food e French 
¢ Dim Sum ° Ktalian/Pasta 
¢ Sandwiches e Chinese 
¢ Thai 


e Hamburgers 


* French Fries 


e Japanese 


e East Indian/Tandoori 


; ore “3 e Mexican/Latin American 
° Pizza e Steakhouse 
¢ Desserts e Seafood 
* Chicken Wings ° Vegetarian 
¢ Best Sweets e African 
¢ Snacks (pretzels, bagels) ¢ Juice Bar. 
¢ Continental 


This is your official ballot. Send it in! 


Name: 
Address: 


Phone # (daytime): 


ceived no ister than 6 pm, May 4 2007 


ves, 1 entry per person. Ary entries with identical writing to ancther will be discarded Standard contest entries also apply. 


This year VUEWEEKLY will offer two awards in each category. One for independent and one for chain. 


other bests 


° Best New Restaurant 
¢ Pre-theatre dining 

¢ Restaurant for lovers 
e Innovative menu 

¢ Wine list 


° Beer list 
e When you only have $10 
e When going solo 


e Late night/all night 
¢ Weekend brunch 
e Best service 


° Sports Bar 


¢ Best Patio 


¢ Best Hotel Restaurant 
¢ Ultimate Dining 
Experience 


¢ Best Independent 
Wine Store 


¢ Best For Po 
People Watching. 


Mail answers to: 


Vue Weekly’s Sth Annual Golden Fork Awards 
10303 108 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Tad t17 


or FAX: 426 2889 
or email: ferk@vueweekly.com 


“Chain will be defined as non-Edmonton operated or locations In other cities (exceptions may exist) 
*Chain may not be awarded in all categories (Do you know of any chain African restaurants?) 


Look at this symbol! Any restaurant advertising with this symbol wants to be consid- 
ered by our readers when they vote for Vue Weekly's Golden Fork Awards to be 
announced on May 10, 2007. The ballot will appear in our April 12, 19 & 26. It asks 
you to vote for Edmonton's best on our Eighth Annual Reader's Choice Awards for over 
50 best food categorize. 

So watch for the symbol and sample the best of Edmonton's restaurants before you 
vote. There are great prizes to be won by readers who participate. 

To make it even more exciting and easier to you and your friends to ‘taste test” the fare 
of some of these establishments, you can win free gift certificates fram some of the 
city's best places for eats. 

All you have to do is mail, fax, or email our office with your name and phone number and 
the words “FREE FOOD!” At least five names will be chosen to receive gift certificates 
worth at least $20 and redeemable at on of our city’s great food establishments. 


DISH 


GOUDEN 
FORY 


AWARDS 
2007 


Follow this sign 
to great food! 


40303 108 St. 


Edmonton, AB, T5J 1L7 


Fax: 426-2889 


inner was interrupted by the 
‘trains of a fadista. Typical- 
experienced singers start 
the leading up to the most 

highly regarded. Although I didn’t 
understand a word of Portuguese, 
the longing in the song came 
through loud and clear. Just as 
abruptly as it began, the music 
ended, the lights came back on and 
we were served our main course. 

We had a choice of two entrées: 
either hake fillets or roasted pork, 
with rice or fries on the side. Hake is 
a lean fish, less than one per cent fat, 
and is often dry when prepared 
incorrectly. My tender hake fillets 
were encased in a light, crispy batter 
and broke away easily with a fork. 
The side salad and steamed rice 
complemented the fish, though were 
not outstanding in their own right. 

Pork is usually quite flavourful in 
Portugal; Iberian pigs often feast on 
rich acorns and truffles found in the 
groves of cork trees. This particular 
roast did not disappoint. My hus- 
band enjoyed his meal but gladly 
accepted some of my fish in 
exchange for his meat. 

Another fadista approached the 
stage, more passionate and dramatic 
than the last, as we were served our 
coffees and desserts. Coffee is an art 


chests, a café con leche (espresso 
with milk) is recommended. 

I knew that our dessert would be 
rich and toothsome, so I stuck with my 
full-bodied espresso. Each region in 
Portugal has a dessert specialty, usual- 
ly egg-based, so this evening's deca- 
dent créme caramel did not 
disappoint. A rich custard flan was lay- 
ered underneath a dark, vanilla- 
flavoured caramel top. Using whole 
eggs, cream and sugar, this dieter's 
nightmare was dessert heaven. 

As we enjoyed the last few bites of 
our meal, the fadistas approached 
our table to sell CDs. My husband 
argued, “The CD will never sound as 
good as being here, you know.” 

"The créme caramel will never 
taste the same either,” I replied. 
“Does that mean that you don’t want 
me to try to make it at home?” Tri- 


THE COMMODORE 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 


sandwiches and full steak dinners 
balanced out a couple dozen Chi- 
nese selections and, of course, the 
all-day breakfast. 

On most of my past visits, I’d stop 
by the Commie only to thumb 
through a book or one of Edmon- 
ton’s many redundant daily papers 
while enjoying a simple cup of cof- 
fee. There was nothing entirely spe- 
cial about the pot-brewed 
Columbian, but small porcelain cups 
go for just a buck and a quarter, with 
free refills to boot. The sensation of 
a coffee in a classic hole-in-the-wall 
diner remains alive and well 

The milkshakes were made with a 
machine that was nearly as old as 
the place itself, echoing the rest of 
the unique décor in the restaurant 
Syrup and scoops of ice cream were 
mixed with chocolate milk for a 
thick and tasty, albeit simple, shake. 

For our late breakfasts, two of us 
decided on hot cakes with bacon, 
and our third asked for French toast 
with eggs, all for $4.75 each. We 
also requested an extra egg ($0.85), 
two sides of toast with jam ($1.25) 
and a side of bacon ($0.60) Having 
finished the delectable shake 
already, | asked for a refill on the 
coffee and a large glass of orange 
juice ($1.50). 


ed from the ceiling. The lime green 
and wooden furnishings comple- 
mented the soft pink and white of 
the walls that extended down on to 
the patterned floor 

Before I noticed, my coffee cup 
was filled once more and a tall glass 
of juice joined it on our table. We 
talked about summer plans that 
seemed so close now and how grate- 
ful we were for a break in the dreary 
weather. Our spread hit the table only 
minutes later. The browned tops of 
French toast and hot cakes steamed 
and the smell of fried bacon and eggs 
prompted the urgent hunger that isn’t 
fully manifested until a meal is actu- 
ally in front of you 

We doused our plates in maple 


toast and hot cakes were soft and 
fluffy, coming in stacks of three: the 
firm, Over-easy eggs were tasty and 
the savoury bacon achieved the 
desired crispness. Strawberry jam 
spread on hearty slices of toast « 
plemented the meals, which were 
quickly devoured amid the excite- 
ment of the little café’s crowd 

The diner has been run by its 
founder's family since it opened in 
1942. Willy and her husband Dave 
have run the restaurant since 1997 
taking over from Dave's parents 
His grandparents lived above the 
diner until the end of the ‘60s. Sur- 
viving a fire in 1971 and decades of 
ups and downs, the Commodore 
watched Edmonton grow from only 


Oom- 


syrup and began to butter and carve 90 000 people to 10 times that 
form in Portugal, taken quite serious- | umphant, I accepted 20 euros from The radiant staff attended briskly _into our pancakes, Switching tasks many. Through it all, generations of 
ly. tis always served espresso unless _ the man sitting across from me and to all our needs, moving easily about only momentarily to roll a strip of customers have known where to 
requested otherwise. For those that bought a CD. the busy eatery beneath plastic tender bacon around a king-sized _find an affordable and convenient 
do not want to put hair on their Now all I need is a good recipe .... w hanging plants and lamps suspend- _ bite and consume it. Both French _ breakfast. v 


Lounge & Eatery 


A936 year 
tradition 


that exceeds all 
expectations 


tries 
pete Sate 


Do a a 


& Restaura 


Plus! 


Sundays 9:30pm 
11361-Jasper Ave. 
for reservations sn abe-oanl 
free parking behind building 
also search teddy’s at 
edmontonwebpages.com 


felt 
ye 
shee upg nMcdied Sip KC os 6 
he roo 
anspapreed won firs Rare ary ws 
ie St oi eis eae Bite B¥vawS 
‘eek im Hq Same tie rene Wott 
7 bay S “* . ] 


APRIL 12 - APRIL 18,2007 W/WIEWEEIKILY 19 


DISH 


CANADIAN 
LIVER 


FOUNDATION DU FOIE 


308, 10240-124 Street, Edmonton AB, TSN 3W6 


Welcome to the First 
Newsletter of the 
Edmonton Chapter 
of the Canadian 
Liver Foundation 


able to make secure on-line 
donations through this site using 
your credit card. If you someone 
who doesn’t quite trust the 
internet, we have included a 
small tear out section so you can 
still make a donation. 


Welcome! This is the very first 
issue of our quarterly newsletter 
and we hope that you will find 
what we've put together enter- 
taining and educational. 


To take care of a few housekeep- 
ing notes, we encourage you to 
check out our national website 
at www.liver.ca for more infor- 
mation about us. The site 
includes information on liver 
health and liver disease as well 
as pages for each province to list 
upcoming events. You are also 


We'd also like to take a moment 
and introduce ourselves, the staff 
at the Edmonton office and let 
you know that you may cail upon 
us between the hours of 9am and 
5pm, Monday to Friday. 


Carmen Boyko 


Hello, | am the Fund Development Manager for Northern Alberta. In a 
nutshell that means I do my best to raise enough money to ensure that 
my counterpart can continue to educate people about the foundation as 
well as the liver. Fundraising in Edmonton includes four events (Stroll for 
Liver, Living Extreme, A Tattoo/Piercing Show & The Masked Ball), cor- 
porate partnerships and memorial giving. Please feel free to call me if 
you want more information on any of these. 


Melissa Johnson 


Hi, my name is Melissa Johnson, and I’m the Coordinator of Health 
Promotion for Northern Alberta. This means that | arrange and conduct 
liver health sessions in all communities north of Red Deer. | also run 
the advertising campaigns you might see in health magazines, the news- 
paper or on the bus. | have volunteers who help me work on these proj- 
ects, and if you want to get involved, call anytime! 


FONDATION 


N aes 


Tel: (780) 444-1547 


AL 


Darren 
from ELLIS 


Fax: (780) 481-7781 


WUEWEEKLY 


Email: clfedmonton@shaw.ca 


Donna from 
THISGIRI, THATBOY 


April Newsletter 


Web: www.liver.ca 


Kory 
from ELLIS 


LISA, ELLIS & THISGIRL 
THATBOY rock the Powerplant 


EDMONTON—The UofA Powerplant 
was the place to be on March 23rd 
as THISGIRL THATBOY and ELLIS 
took the stage at the first annual 
LISA Fundraising Concert in sup- 
port of the Canadian Liver 
Foundation. 


LISA, the Liver Info Students 
Association is an official UofA 
Chapter of the Canadian Liver 
Foundation. Its members are all 
UofA Students who volunteer their 
time to help with educational pre- 
sentations. The focus of the peer 
education during the concert was 
responsible drinking and safe tat- 
toos and piercings. 


Now in their second year, the group 
felt they wanted to try their hands 
at fundraising and didn’t want to 


start small. “I was really impressed 
with their idea of a concert,” said 


Privacy Policy 


The Canadian Liver Foundation (CLF) respects your privacy. We protect your personal 
information and adhere to federal and provincial privacy legislation. The information 
you provide may be used to provide tax receipts or to contact prizing winners or 
evenU/program registrants where application and to keep you informed on the activi- 
of the CLF, including programs, services, special events, funding needs and vol- 
unteer opportunities. If at any time you wish to be removed from these contact lists 
like to receive more information about the CLF’s Privacy Policy, please visit 
ver.ca or contact the CLF’s Chief Privacy Officer at 1-800-563-5485 or via 

email at privacy@liver.ca 


Carmen Boyko, Fund Development 
Manager for the Edmonton 
Chapter. “So we found two great 
bands, a location and then the stu- 
dents promoted the event.” 


The concert raised over $1,900 for 
northern Alberta education and 
awareness programs and LISA as 
well as the Canadian Liver 
Foundation would like to take a 
moment to thank the UofA 
Microstore, ROCHE, Vue Weekly, 
Blockbuster, The Book Cellar and 
the UofA Powerplant. We would 
also like to thank ELLIS and THIS- 
GIRL THATBOY for a wonderful 
evening. 


COMMUNITY PARTNERS NEEDED! 


We are looking for businesses who are interested in becoming one of our community 


partners. Opportunities exist for event sponsorships, educational partners, program 
supporters and much more. 


Please call Carmen Boyko at 780-444-1547 for more information or to set up a meet- 


ing to discuss your ideas and the options available. 
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er King jr. once said 
t persistent and urgent 
What are you doing for 
‘There are lots of reasons to 


se 


located on the right side of 
st behind the ribs, is a 
organ that is essential to life. 
chemical factory that works 24 
hours a day producing essential pro- 

| teins, regulating energy, vitamins and 
minerals, and removing toxins from 
your blood, You simply cannot live 
without your liver. 


E body's clearinghouse for most 
fugs, herbal remedies and vitamins, 
liver is vulnerable to the possible 
negative consequences of self-med- 
icating. What many people do not 
realize is that any medication ~ 
Serica — undergoes 
m it chemical changes when 
d by the liver. It is therefore 


¥e 


i> / 
updated. This can be fairly sporadic 
work, done during regular office 
hours. 


Melissa Johnson, the Health 
Promotion Coordinator for Northern 
Alberta is always looking for volun- 
teers that can help her with education 
presentations, displays and infotma- 
tion sessions. Training is provided. — 


Event Volunteers. Prior to an event 
and even the day or evening of an 
event, volunteers are an éxtremely — 
valuable resource. Volunteers are 
needed to help pick up donations, dis- 
tribute promotional material, assist 
with set-up, tear-down and varic 
jobs ‘during an event. = 


r ; i bers. Prior 
to any fundraising event there are 
plans and contacts to be made. An 
event planning committee assists me 


important to avoid taking medication 
unnecessarily or with alcohol, and to 
not exceed the maximum daily dose 
or mix medications without first con- 
sulting your doctor or pharmacist. 


With easy access to health informa- 
tion via the Internet and to natural 
and chemical remedies at local phar- | 
macies, many Canadians are self-diag- 
nosing and treating their own health 
problems. But by not consulting a 
physician, they may run the risk of 
hazardous side effects or lethal inter- 
actions that can result when certain 
medication and/or supplements are 
combined. 


While a product might not be consid- 


ered harmful on its own, the interac- 
tion of mixing it with other medica- 


to your liver. 


Talk to your doctor or pharmacist before 
taking any medication or supplements. 


and Your Liver 


Not all warnings 
‘ listed on the label. 


Mixing or overdosing on prescription 
or over-the-counter drugs, vitamins 
or herbal supplements can be harmful 


Please live responsibly. 


with those details. Committees will 
discuss sponsorship, costs, promo- 
tions, printed material, prizes and 
more. The frequency of these meet- 
ings is determined by each commit- 
tee, In addition to the committee 
meetings, one or two key people 
within each committee will be asked 
to spend an afternoon, in November, 
with myself and Melissa to review the 
year, look at budgets and prepare a 
plan for the coming year to be sent to 
our national office. 


So now | leave this in your capable 
hands, pick an area and let's talk. You 
can-contact me, Carmen Boyko, at 
780-444-1547 or ernail me at 
b,liver@shaw.ca. | look forward to 
talking with you soon. 


No one is useless in this world who 
lightens the burden of another—Charles 
Dickens 


tions or with alcohol can be toxic to 
the liver and cause life-threatening 
complications for otherwise healthy 
people. Those who already have liver 
problems have to be especially careful 
as they may not be able to take even 
the most ordinary over-the-counter 
remedies such as common headache 
6r cold medication, let alone pre- 
scribed medication for high blood 
pressure or other more serious health 
problems. Consulting your doctor or 
pharmacist about potential interactions 
between medications is the best policy. 


For questions regarding liver health, 
please contact the Canadian Liver 
Foundation in Edmonton at (780) 
444-1547 or at our toll-free number 
1-800-563-5483. 


are 


Name: 
Address: 


Postal Code: 
Email: 
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City/Province: 


Credit Card #: 
Name on Card: 


’ Return this form with your donation to: 


by Carmen Boyko 


Spring has sprung, to quote almost 
anyone at this time of year, and as 
We pul away our winter sweaters, 
coats, boots, mitts, hats and 
Scarves, it time to start thinking 
.about all the things we can start to 
do outdoors. | have one for you, so 
grab a pen and your calendar and 
mark Saturday, June 2nd because 
you are all invited to join Lynda 
Steele, from Global Edmonton, at 
the 2nd Annual Canadian Liver 
Foundation Stroll for Liver. This 
year's event will be held at Emily 
Murphy Park, which is a great little 
city park in the River Valley and we 
only need about 4 hours of your 
time on Saturday. 


This is a fundraising event in sup- 
port of our education and aware- 
ness campaigns. What does that 
mean? Well, it means that we will 
use your money to help get the 
word out about how to take care of 
your liver, how to avoid many forms 
of liver disease and what you can 
do if you have liver disease. The 
Edmonton Chapter does this for all 
communities in northern Alberta 


So now that you know what we'll 
use the money for you're probably 
wondering how you can get 
involved and that’s really easy, 
There are a few different ways to 
Tegister for the event; you can give 
me (Carmen Boyko) a call at the 
office (780-444-1547), send me an 
email at cb.liver@shaw.ca oryou 
can check out the website at 
www.strollforliver.com. You can also 
look for our brochures in one of 
your local gyms, sporting stores or 
even the PITA PIT on Whyte 
Avenue. 


Once you're registered you can start 


to collect pledges, but wait, | forgot 
to tell you, if you register before 


L] $25 


2nd ANNUAL ‘ 
STROLL FOR LIVER 


May 25th, you'll be entered to win 
your very own Apple NANO. 


We are looking for 200 people to 
Taise a minimum of $100 each, 
that’s only four friends Biving $25 
each. We do our best to give you 
some great ideas to help with your 
pledge collections too. Like, make a 
Pledge yourself first and ask your 
boss next. Both of these are setting 
great examples for everyone else you 
ask. And as you are collecting your 
pledges, remember that we don’t 
Stop at just one Apple NANO, no, we 
have more prizes to give away 


Raise your minimum of $100 and 
get some limited edition STROLL 
FOR LIVER athletic socks 


Raise $250 and get a gift certificate 
from the Pita Pit and socks 


Raise $500 and get a quick dry 
shirt, gift certificate and socks 


And since we can’t stop there, we'll 
even have a Sony DVD Recorder for 
that one person who has raised the 
most money Last year, the top 
fundraising raised over $4,000 and 
she has vowed to do even better, 

n't mean you can't 
accept the challenge. 


Now, in the introductien to this, our 
first edition of the newsletter, that | 
enjoyed quoting people and | would 
now like to quote the late, great 
Albert Einstein, wno said, “It is 
every man’s obligation to put back 
into the world at least the equiva- 
lent of what he takes out of it” 
With that in mind, if you have time 
on June 2nd and would like to help 
raise money for the Canadian Liver 
Foundation, | welcome you and 
look forward to spending what is 
sure to be a warm, sunny day 
where 200 of my soon to be friends 
will be giving a little back 


Do your givin’ while you're livin’ ... then you'll be knowin’ where it's goin’ 


—Ann Landers 


fr YES! / would like to make a donation to the Canadian Liver Foundation 


(1 $75 =) $50 [_] Other $ 


Phone: 


Exp. Date: 


Attn:Carmen Boyko 
Canadian Liver Foundation 


308, 10240 124 Street 
Edmonton, AB TSN 3W6 


Please check privacy policy, tion. If you do not wish to 
out our ,, on this page, for information on how we use your informal w 
receive any Information from the local chapter on upcoming events and opportunities, please check this box. Thank you. 
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STEVE THRENDYLE / stevet@vueweekly.com 
irst, here's a quick quiz on how 
well you know Colorado resorts. 
Which of these ski resorts is not 
like the others? 

a)Vail 

b) Aspen 

c) Telluride 

d) Monarch 

e) Breckenridge. 

If you answered “d", Monarch ... 
you'd be correct. 

Monarch Mountain is located in 
southern Colorado, well south of the 
freeway madness that gridlocks Inter- 
state 70 from Denver to the Front 
Range resorts (like Vail and Brecken- 
ridge) each weekend. It’s also one of 
the oldest ski areas in Colorado. 

If your kids ever ask you, “what 
was skiing like back in the old days?”, 
you can just point to Monarch’s base 
lodge, rental shop and ski school. The 
buildings are functional to a fault—the 
new rental building and ski school are 
nothing more than a huge Quonset 
hut. You might mistake it as being 
part of the State Highway Department 
works yard, which, coincidentally, is 
located right next-door. 

Inside the base lodge, though, the 
ambience is warm and friendly, 
stoked by an honest to goodness 
wood burning hearth right in the cen- 
tre of the seating area—it’s sure nice 
to see a crackling fire every once in 
awhile. Sidewinder’s Pub has a selec- 
tion of old ski memorabilia and Col- 
orado microbrews, while the kitchen 
whips out a fully outfitted burrito that 
you can only dream of at a Canadian 
slopeside café. 


= MONARCH 


SINCE IT DOESN'T have any hotels or 
beds at the base area, Monarch can 
hardly be called a resort; ski area is 
more appropriate. Like many hills in 
the West, Monarch got its start as a 
recreational facility for miners work- 
ing in the nearby hills along the Conti- 
nental Divide. The mines played out 
long ago, though the scarring remains 
on nearby hillsides. 

To stay unique, Monarch has fash- 
ioned a skiing experience that a lot of 
mega-resorts attempt but fail. On one 
level, Monarch offers cheap skiing for 
families so that they can learn to ski 
in an uncrowded, relaxed environ- 
ment. An individual season's pass 
costs under $300 US, and there are 
plenty of inexpensive family-style 
motels down in nearby Salida. 

For experts at the other end of the 
scale, though, Monarch does pretty 
well, too. A 10-minute hike out from 
the top of the Breezeway lift brings 
you to the charms and thrills of Mirk- 
wood Basin, with a panoply of steep 
gladed lines, powder stashes and gen- 
erally rowdy terrain. 

Even better, for a relatively reason- 
able $220 US per day ($150 in low 
season), you can hop aboard a 
Monarch Snow Cat for a powder tour 
of yet another 1 000 acres beyond the 
ski area boundary. Monarch’s location 
atop the Continental Divide means 
that storms hit with great regularity. 
It’s frequently number two in Col- 
orado for overall snow depth. 

Their safety record is impeccable; 
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in 15 years of operation, their lead 
guide told me that they've only ever 
had one partial burial. On a cat trip, 
all skiers and riders are outfitted with 
transceivers and the guides carry a 
full safety pack and are always in con- 
tact with the ski area. 


MOST SKIERS BUNK down in salida, 
about a half hour to the east. It’s a 
pretty drive, with three major moun- 
tain ranges visible in the distance— 
the Collegiate Peaks, the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains and the San Juans. 
Salida is one of the few towns in the 
American West not to suffer the rav- 
ages of fire over the course of its two 


Snow Zone sig(h)ns off ‘til 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
es, we're concluding this 
Y year’s Snow Zone by taking a 
cue from the famous Sesame 

Street sign-off. That's “s” as in “specu- 
lation”, friends, and it was every- 
where this season. 

Here's an example of what I mean: 

What's going to happen at Fortress? 
Can | afford to buy into that half-mil- 
lion dollar condo at Golden, Rossland, 
Fernie? Can | afford not to? Why can’t 
I keep the snow from melting down 
my ass crack as I ride the chair? When 
will Revelstoke Mountain Resort and 
Jumbo Glacier open, and what will 
they be like? Can Alpine Canada keep 
building momentum until 2010? How 
can I become a better skier? 

And on a graver note, how will 
global warming affect snow condi- 
tions for future seasons? Will moun- 
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century history, and for this reason 
the entire downtown has been dedi- 
cated as a 12-block historic district. 
Art galleries and brew pubs have long 
replaced the gambling dens and hous- 
es of ill repute, though the latter lives 
on at Laughing Ladies, a local restau- 
rant that offers simply outstanding 
cuisine; the pork tenderloin with 
apple glaze comes highly recom- 
mended. 

Salida is busier in the summer than 
it is in the winter, as river rats of all 
kinds flood into town to raft, kayak 
and fish on the Arkansas River, a trib- 
utary of the Missouri. It’s a two-hour 
drive from Colorado Springs and three 
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tain pine beetle ruin my favourite 
glade run? And really, is it so damn 
hard to keep the snow out of my 
shorts? 

In between huffing champagne 
pow and skirting disaster, we tried 
to answer some of these questions 
(some better than others). But 
curiosity and questioning will only 
get you so far when your eyes are 
focused on the fall line and your 
knees are sending impact signals up 
to your brain. 

Still, we're not making apologies. 
If we missed it this season, we'll just 
have to get to it next season. (Hint: if 
you're looking for a 2007-08 pre- 
view, the list of questions above 


hours from Denver, and, alas, the 
word of its cool, high-plateau climate 
and 2 000-plus hours of sunshine is 
clearly getting out; the week that | 
was there, a piece of Salida property 
was featured in The New York Times. 

No higher praise can be given to a 
ski area than what legendary extreme 
skier Glen Plake said when he toured 
the hundreds of small local hills dot- 
ted throughout the United States sev- 
eral years ago. 

“Smells like skiing,” he'd say when 
he encountered some funky throw- 
back to the sport’s glory years. By that 
measure, Monarch is one funky 
smelling hill. w 


next season 


might not be a bad place to start.) 
Every winter | re-learn that there’s 
never enough time in the season. So 
you have to do it when you can, as 
much as you can. 

To that end, we're sending you off 
with a few ideas for making the best 
of what's left—partying at the slopes 
through May and riding until June. 
And maybe planning that wicked trip 
for next year. Whatever you do, don't 
sit back and wait for it, or it'll melt 
before your eyes faster than the last of 
the man-made snow. 

And while we say so long from 
Snow Zone, it’s not really goodbye. 
Starting Apr 26, we'll be back with 
our monthly summer features to tan- 
talize you with our tales and recom- 
mendations on freeriding, surfing, 
rock climbing and more. 

See you then. v 


2007 ski s 


After a short yet successful first year 
of operations under new ownership in 
2005-2006, the mountain, located an 
hour’s drive west of Calgary, was 
receiving abundant early season 
snow fall. However, on Nov 8, the 
resort was dealt a significant blow 
when the Alberta government issued 
a consumer alert stating that Fortress 
*may not be fully operational by its 
December 2006 opening date” and 
ordered the resort to stop selling 
passes and advertising “services it 
may not be able to provide.” 
_ Fortress had not received the 
required permits and certifications on 
its road, lodge and chair lifts, and 
fore was deemed to be incapable 
of beginning operations in time for its 
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projected opening date. 

On Nov 24, Alberta Sustainable 
Resource Development issued Minis- 
terial Order 48/06 closing the road to 
the public. It has been an uphill battle 
to open the resort ever since. 

Since the closure of the road, 
Fortress staff have been working hard 
to get the hill open. On Jan 26, they 
received approval to begin work on 
the road, and on Jan 31, Fortress's 
website announced that they “were 
on the final steps to open your 
favourite resort.” The next update was 
not until Mar 9, when Fortress 
announced that a number of the 
endorsements that they had been 


Party to the end 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly,com 
he ski season is starting to 
wind down but the three big 
ski areas nearest us are still 
gearing up for some major events 
before the snow melts for good. On 
Apr 15 at Marmot Basin, the Kokanee 
Freeride team comes to town and 
there'll be beer, barbecues, bands and 
babes and not necessarily in that 
order. Most of the action will be tak- 
ing place at the upper chalet, so take 
care on your way down at the end of 
the day. Marmot will close their 
slopes on Apr 22. 

At Sunshine Village there are 
another six weeks of skiing and sun 
tanning left before they call it a sea- 
son. Once again they are pulling out 
all stops and presenting a high-energy 
Weekend concert series right on the 
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slopes in the upper village. Aaron 
Pritchett will kick things off Apr 21 - 
22. The next weekend Default will 
take to the stage followed by Jessie 
Farrell, the Dudes, Johnny Reid and 
BC/DC on the May 20 closing week- 
end. Concerts take place Saturdays 
and Sundays at 1:30 pm and they are 
free with your lift ticket. 

Lake Louise will continue to stay 
open into May as well, and their 
next big bash is the Spring Episode 
Apr 28 - 29. The glacier girls, Coy- 
ote’s ski team, live bands and a beer 
garden near the Kokanee Kabin will 
provide this weekend's entertain- 
ment. v 
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PRIZES WILL BE DRAWN ON APR 16, 07 


awaiting, such as ski lift certification 
and Calgary Health Approval, were in 
the final stages. Therefore, once 
again, they felt “ready to proceed with 
our opening process.” 

Even though management suggest- 
éd that the resort might open in Feb- 
ruary and again in March, Fortress 
patrons and season pass holders are 
still waiting. While the roadwork has 
now been completed and is pending 


ends before it besiris at Fortress 


authorization, Fortress still needs to 
gain official approval on a number of 
their facilities before they can open to 
the public 


THIS HAS BEEN the story of the resort 


since it was purchased by the Banff 
Rail Company in 2005. As Mr Amerl 
stated in the “fortress forum” on the 
resort's website: “we bought Fortress 
Dec 19, 2005 and so far we've had it 


for 15 months: We have been locked 
out from our assets and facilities, fully 
Or partially, 11 out of those 15 months 
-. We do not point fingers in any 
directions ... We are looking forward 
to opening the hill as soon as we can 
and making sure this never happens 
to us again.” 

Despite significant setbacks, man- 
agement is still hoping to open this 
Season. In addition, their commitment 
to the resort’s 10-year plan, includ 
the “re-investment of over $20 mil- 
lion” into the resort, remains, | 
appears, however, that their ability to 
open the resort will rely on wh I 
they can pass inspections and receive 
approval for a number of servic 
from Kananaskis Country and 
Alberta government that, as 
are still pending. While Fortress is 
reporting a snow base over two 
metres, those of us wanting to ride it 
can only sit and wait. w 
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Exclaim! if you love hockey! 


ADAM SMITH / smith@vueweekly.com 
ince Nietzsche proclaimed God 
Ss and the Easter bunny 
stopped delivering chocolate to 
my door, it’s a little harder to find a 
cause to celebrate on Easter week- 
end. 

But this Easter, Tom Goodwin and 
the Exclaim! Hockey Association of 
the Arts gave me a reason. The ninth 
annual Exclaim! Hockey Summit of 
the Arts, billed as “four days of non- 
contact and three nights of hits,” was 
better than any egg hunt for the 
strange and special people from all 
over Canada who participated in this 
year’s tourney. 

From Apr 5 - 8, 30 teams from 
across Canada descended on Toronto. 
Teams such as the Halifax-Dartmouth 
Ferries, the Vancouver Flying Vees, 
Montreal Ninja Tune Wicked Deadly 
Karate Chops, Edmonton’s GPHL 
Gong Show, Fluid Living Arseholes 
and the Meat (formerly known as the 
Fruit) gathered to dig in the corners by 
day and take to the stage by night to 
perform in nightly “Hockey Hootenan- 
nies” as part of each team’s required 
artistic contribution. 

As a member of the Gong Show 
team, I came to TO ready to bang a 
gong and get it on. | was set up ina 
comfy boutique suite at the centrally 
located Victoria's Mansion (victorias- 
mansion.com) in downtown Toronto. 
I'd found the stylish European guest 
house, a designated Historical Toron- 
to site, through Tourism Toronto. 
Their website, torontotourism.com, 
lists accommodations for a variety of 
price ranges. With prices starting at 
$96 per day for a single room at Victo- 
ria’s, their prices are well-suited to the 
budget traveller. 


BUT BACK 10 the rock ‘n’ hockey. The 
endless list of CanRock stars and per- 
sonalities included members of Sloan, 
the Weakerthans, Dave Bidini from the 
Rheostatics, George Stroumboulopou- 
los and White Cowbell Oklahoma, 
among others. What formed the glue for 
those involved in the fascinating mix of 
art and sport was a love for hockey, 
camaraderie and creative expression 
and inspiration in all its forms. Further 
enhancing the experience were the 
constant “Rink Rock” performances that 
provided live music and entertainment 
during all the games, at all stoppages of 
play and between periods. 

The teams were divided into three 
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tiers: the Eh! division, the Frank Fred- 
erickson division and the Zed divi- 
sion. While this is still hockey and 
tempers inevitably flare, the Exclaim! 
event emphasizes fair play and good 
humour, not to mention good creative 
production all around. 

The E! Cup is a beautiful event, a 
long overdue merging of arts and 
music with a sport that was dominat- 
ed by jocks in the ever-so-formative 
highschool years. Edmonton’s contin- 
gent was a franken-team of players 
selected from the city’s esteemed 
Green Pepper Hockey League. Put 
together by Brent Oliver, the team 
included musicians and other creative 
types from the city, with a few TO ex- 
pat exceptions. 

Edmonton’s legacy at the Exclaim! 
is nostalgic, though somewhat sad 
sack. The City of Champions comes to 
the table with an embarrassing goals 
for and against record, but this year we 
overcame that obstacle to leave a high 
watermark for both participation and 
good humour. Edmonton’s hootenan- 


A year to remember 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
f Re breaking snowfall,” 
“the best season opening 
conditions ever,” “best 
conditions in 25 years,” “biggest 
snowfall in decades,” “the best ski- 
ing in well over 30 years” ... these 
are just a sample of some of the 
headlines coming from our ski 
resorts this season. What a year it 
has been, and it looks like the Farm- 
ers Almanac was right again. 
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Although most of the hills are shut- 
ting down their lifts, a few will contin- 
ue on and conditions continue to be 
pristine. 

Marmot Basin has a base of 
160cms, Sunshine and Lake Louise 
are still above 200 cms, and Fernie is 
leading the pack again with a mid- 
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ny performance was a comedic farce 
of a talk show called the Gong Show, 
featuring appearances from an all 
men’s all-Canadian spoon band, Ryan 
Brennen singing about the ageless 
question of butter versus margarine, a 
tap-dancing goalie and musical back- 
ing by the Gong Show band: Brent 
Oliver and the Smyth-Eating Grins 
A 1-2-0 record didn’t pull us into the 
playoffs but we were warmly wel- 
comed after a 2006 E! Cup absence. 

Highlights from this year’s festivi- 
ties included a knee-slapping, beer- 
drenched, hillbilly bluegrass show by 
the Peterborough Pneumonia, earning 
them the coveted Dominion Award for 
the most inspired performance at the 
Hootenanny. A packed stage of artists 
rocked a line-up of interesting tunes 
all spruced up and strung out with 
mandolin, banjo and ukulele. 

Injuries were minor but included 
our goalie and CJSR music director Jay 
Hanley taking a blow to the face from 
a champion boxer's right-handed ball- 
toss as he tapped his way to a hoot- 
enanny shut out. Edmonton also 
suffered an MJ-style hair ignition inci- 
dent and some broken ribs, but hey . 
it wasn’t a chess tourney, after all. v 


mountain base of 265 cms. 

Not surprisingly, total snowfall at 
Fernie was the biggest with 894 cms 
settling on their slopes to date. The 
only loser appears to be the money 
invested in snow-making equipment 
at Marmot last summer but we all 
know how fast conditions can change 
and those guns will come in handy 
soon enough. 

Let's just enjoy “The Best” we have 
for now. Ski ya later. 
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Alberta 

Lake Louise — 185-230cm base, no new snow, all lifts and 
139 runs open; Closing May Ist 

Marmot Basin — 160cm base, 2cm new snow, all lifts and 
main runs open; Closing April 22 

Mt. Norquay — Re-opening for one last weekend-- April 
13-15 

Sunshine — 201cm base, 4cm of new snow, 12 lifts and 
107 nuns open; Closing May 21 


B.C. 

Femie (Kootenay Rockies) — 280cm hase, 15cm of new 
snow, 111 runs open; Closing April 15 

Mt. Washington (Vancouver Island) — 325cm base, no new 
snow, 50 runs open; Closing April 15 

Panorama (Invermere) — 156cm base, no new snow, 85 
runs open; Closing April 15 

Powder King (Pine Pass- northem BC) — 395m hase; 
Closing Apri 15 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 256cm base, 9cm of new snow, 76 
groomed runs open, 42ft of snow (and counting) since 
Nov.1! 


U.S.A. 

Big Sky (Montana) — 148-223cm base, 33cm of new 

snow, 3800 acres of open terrain on 150 trails 

Great Divide (Marysville, MT) —Closed for the season 
Schweitzer Mt. (Sandpoint, ID) — Closed for the season 
Silver Mt. Resort (Kellogg, 1D) — Closed for the season 
Sun Valley (Idaho) — Closed, baby 


All conditions accurate as of April 11, 
2007 
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Here’s a summer riding guide for ~ 
the downhill fanatic 
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COLIN CATHREA 
= colin@vueweekly.com 


Riders whose ski adventure appetite still 
isn’t sated might try this late spring and 
summer menu. There are two places fair- 
ly close that have lifts, one that has snow 
cats, and countless places to hike up and 
ski down. 

I've gone to Parker's Ridge for many 
years. It’s located near the 
Saskatchewan River Crossing, where the 
David Thompson Highway meets the 
Banff Jasper Parkway, and it’s fairly 
close to the road and quite safe. You can 
ski all-summer without worrying about 
falling into a crevasse. Check out the 
snow conditions with Parks Canada’s 
Jasper office before you go. 

If you want to ride the lifts, my two 
favourites are Mount Hood and Whistler 
Blackcomb. While most of the continent's 
ski resorts have closed down, these 
Western resorts just keep going. 

The Blackcomb Glacier lets you experi- 
ence the best of both worlds. This sum- 
mer glacier experience is recommended 
for intermediate to advanced skiers and 
riders and offers a perfect opportunity to 
improve your park and bump skills. Glaci- 
er ice still cloaks the peaks of both moun- 
tains, but Blackcomb’s is much larger. 

Timberline, located 55 miles east of 
Oregon's Portland International Airport, 
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sits on majestic 3 500-metre Mount 
Hood. Some of the best snow sport ath- 
letes in the world train at Timberline in 
the summer. It is a regular summer home 
to the US ski team, along with some of 
the top European and Japanese athletes. 
Seventy-five per cent of the summer 
mountain is training terrain and 25 per 
cent is for recreation skiers. The perpetu- 
al Palmer snowfield at almost 2 600 
metres offers quality skiing conditions. 
The public may also ski the moderate 
runs below the Palmer chair, but hit these 
runs in the early morning before they 
soften under the afternoon sun. 

And finally, Jumbo Glacier. Soon to be 
home to a huge all-season resort, Jumbo 


is located just a short drive up a bumpy 
gravel road past Panorama Resort. This 
has been a summer home to the national 
ski team for several years. | couldn't find 
out if you're allowed to take a snowmo- 
bile up onto Jumbo, but the people | spoke 
to at Panorama thought it was probably 
OK since the Canadian national team runs 
a snow cat for several weeks pulling team 
members up to run gates. It is outside any 
parks, and people regularly rip around on 
quads and the like. Just don’t go when the 
national team is training. 

So if you're still hungering for it, get 
out there this summer and rip some turns. 
With the snowpack Western Canada has, 
it should be an incredible year to do it. w 
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This emerald green trapeze ~~ 
baby doll dress is as flirty or 


and a starboard as casual as you are. 
direction. Voluminous mini dresses with 
or without empire waist lines 
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If Clark Kent and 

James Bond met at a bar, 

what would they drink and who 
would get the girl? Large framed 
glasses and casual suits 

are a timeless classic. 
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“Classic preppie goes glam in this spotlight of old 

~ school, new school and no school, so get back to 
Shirt by Dekker; pants by Full Circle (Ginger) ! rock and roll high school. 
Runners by Josef Seibel (Wener's) 


Shorts, shirt, blazer and tank-top by 
_ Talula (Aritzia); black shoes and 
stockings hy Miz Mooz (Wener's) 
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Step back in time and feel the serenity with these 
vintage looks. Let a soft palette of colours in in 
gauzy. - fabrics cling to your skin. eS 


Dress by Stills (Ginger) 
Shoes by Matisse (Wener's) 


Shirt, pants and sweater by Full 
Circle (Ginger); black shoes by 
Josef Seibel (Wener's) 
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Theatre Costumes Throughout the Ages 
Silent Auction 


Saturday, April 28 


7:00 pr « Silent Auction Begins 
8:00 pm « Fashion Show 
Reception to follow 


Sunday, April 29 

4:00 pm Silent Auction Begins 
2:00 pm Fashion Show 
Reception ta follow 
Walterdale Playhouse 
10322 - 83 Avenue 


Tickets $40 


All proceeds to Walterdale’s 
50th Anniversary Renovation Fund 


Tix on the Square 


Minx 23 420-1757 


Sey eae tonic (xatfmoan | xarma- 
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l ~ Jet set yo < BELLE Les Flo. al flavour: [ [ | 
| ; la st le tl Ji S of spring take Inspiration from old Holl ood. Audt € 
Elec € D. leCces tha can ’ 7 | 
] tric re d i t Hepburn- and Greta Gal bo-inspit ed pieces are on Bears hit ligt 


update the sedate. 


Dress by Sweet Chamise; pendant 
necklace by Amizee; pearl bracelet and 
pearl drop earrings by Urban; patent § 
shoes by Nine West (C'est Sera) 


Polka-dot top by Dekker; toscana jacket 
by Tension; necklace and earrings by 
Bauxo; patent shoes by Anne Klein; 
patent purse by Nine West (C’est Sera) 


oe 


THE WEEKEND INCLUDES THE 
APPLICATION AND THE RECEIVING 
OF THAI MASSAGE WITH A PARTNER. 


FRI APRIL 27TH TO SUN APRIL 29TH 


FRIDAY 6-8PM, SATURDAY 12-4PM, 
SUNDAY 10-1PM 


Z 7 7, f vd 
Centre Retreat 
With ‘Ken Stra 
THIS BEAUTIFULLY SECLUDED SPOT IS A WIDELY USED 
JCATIONAL AND CONFERENCE CENTRE. PERFECT FORA 
WEEKEND YOGA GETAWAY, WITH TIME FOR PERSONAL 
RELAXATION AND OUTDOOR EXPLORATION. 
-D IN THE UPPER PINES ABOVE GOLDEYE LAKE, 180 
M RED DEER ON THE DAVID THOMPSON (#11) 
SHWAY 9 KMS WEST OF NORDEGG. ALBERTA. 


JULY 13TH — 16TH, 2007 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EITHER THE 
WORKSHOP OR RETREAT PLEASE CHECK 


WWWw.EDMONTONYOGASTUDIO.COM 
12039 — 127 street tel 451.8131 


10536 124 st. edmonton 780.496.9977 www.theCuttingRoomSalon.icom py 
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GIROXY Siem RE VANS 
PAu M eiried. CIRCA, RDS 


rt. at 


Emily westas mote 


Shr oWo 
Movetcom 
eo Lal ys oe ek” www.west49.com 
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Pinstripe pant and jacket by Mi 

shirt by Bertigo; portside shoe . 
Dunham (C'est sera): brown glasses 
by Jean Lafont ‘ges with Vision) 


7 > 
Ve. * 
3 


A 


= _ WOM 


Si 


S Opticians & Sunglass Specialists 


+a 


¥ 10515-109 Street 423-3937 


Opticians & Sunglass Specialists 


van St \Pitbertt Road 
Village Landing - 459-4944 


READ FIRST READ AND CLICK 


l ; = 
UME en, _ 
ORIBER MAY ENTER ONCE PER WEEK) : a a - 
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Raise your game 
to a new level. 


eye for color? Yai : 
- ; 3 Just like a faded 
head for business? ee favourite with a 


lived in feel. 
Cottons are 
the starring 
role in a life 
of leisure. 


LAKELAND COLLEGE 


Prepare for a career in interior design at Lakeland College. 
Students are provided with a foundation in design fundamentals, 
manual and computer aided drafting, visual communications, 
history of interiors, furnishings, interior finishes and more. 

The program covers both residential and commercial design, and 
incorporates field trips, guest speakers and an eight-week 
workplace practicum. 


a ant 
hie 7 + 
7 % Pte call 2 
Our students have won many awards in student design ie 
contests competing against college and university students § { . ‘ 
3 from Canada and the United States. Ask us for details. i Fleece hoodie and black leggings by 
| Talula (Aritzia) 
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WEEKLY 


Black shoes by Josef Seibel (Wener's) 


res 
Sten. 


Black shoes by Miz Mooz (Wener's) 


-redits 


hotography 
yancis Tétrault 
lacklabphotography.com 


ocation, styling, writing 
assistant 


lenée Poirier 

lair & Makeup sae tine "4 . . : 

e Cutting Room =  haa-1834 
oti a -_» SOUTHGATE CENTRE 

~ <F . Re 436-4371 

hn Gluwchynski s Sf “Kinosway caRpen maui 
© “Redken 


ban Experiment” 


IKE 
Wa 


up 
Clark 
ovie Makeup” 
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Top and shorts by Kenzie (Ginger); 
shoes by Matisse (Wener's) 


SPRING STYLE 


Fun toys for the boys are 


crazy belt buckles. This 
one is enameled metal 
with a mural. Either 
modern or vintage—it’s 
a must have. 


T-shirt by JC Rags; denim hy 702; belt and 
buckle by Neves (C'est Sera) 


“gst 


: ty. 
VISIT OUR NEW . 
SHOW SUITES 


Now sELUNG™™— 


SOUTH HAMPTONS 


Fleece hoodie by TNA; black leggings by y ~~ 


Talula (Aritzia); runners by Josef Seibel 
(Wener's) 


Love your home 


affordable*solutions for 


better living 


South Terwillegar 
7323 South Terwillegar Or 
REBECCA EFFA 232-5295 


Hamptons & 
499 Street - 53 Avenue 
AMANDA MADILL 945-4478 

s 


Mon - Thurs 2-7 
Weekends / Holidays 125 


Mon - Thurs 2-7 
Weekends / Holidays 12-5 
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UNIONEVENTS: COM 


= ASTIEN GRAINGER 
MAY 14/O7 THE STARLITE ROOM 


ON SALE NE ALL Y SHOW .¢c 


- SILVERSTEIN 
COMEBACK KID 


JULY 18 - SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 


EDMONTON AB - DOORS 6 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 
VUE ticketmaster.ca (780 451-8000 UNIONEVENTS COM 


Ce MTUD, 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT |INIDHIVINIS GDM tickctmasterca (780) 451-8000 
GET THE LATEST NEWS ON PRESALES AT IVIYSPACE.COM/UNIONEVENTS 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING APRIL 12, 2007 
1. Arcade Fire - Neon Bible (merge) 
2. Modest Mouse -We Were Dead Before The Ship Even Sank (epic) 
3. The Shins — Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 
4, Ry Cooder -My Name Is Buddy (nonesuch) 
5. Peter Bjom And John - Writers Block (almost gold) 
6. Ruthier Foster - The Phenomenal (blue corn) 
7. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 
8. Neil Young — Live At Massey Hall 1971 (reprise) 
9. Lucinda Williams — West (lost highway) 
10. !!!-Myth Takes (warp) 
11. The Good The Bad & The Queen - The Good, The Bad & The Queen (parlophone) 
12. Cara Luft- The Light Fantastic (blue case) 
13. Antibalas — Security (anti) 
14, Bill Bourne - Boon Tang (cordova bay) 
15. Rickie Lee Jones - The Sermon On Exposition Boulevard (new west) 
16. You Say Party We Say Die - Lose All Time (paperbag) 
17. LCD Soundsystem — Sound Of Silver (dfa) 
18. Big Buisness —- Here Come The Waterworks (hydra head) 
19. Various — Endless Highway:The Music Of The Band (429) 
20. Dying Fetus - War Of Attrition (relapse) 
21. The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 
22. Mark Knopfier & Emmylou Hanis — All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
23. Of Montreal — Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyviny/) 
24. El-P -1’ll Sleep When You're Dead (def jux) 
25. Clutch —- From Beale Street To Oblivion (drt) 
26. Highwater Jug Band - S/T (hoodoo) 
27. Geoff Bemer—-The Wedding Dance Of The Widow Bride (Jericho beach) 
28. Apostle Of Hustle - National Anthem Of Nowhere (a&c) 
29. John Hammond — Push Comes To Shove (back porch) 
30. Explosions In The Sky — All Of A Sudden | Miss Everyone (tr) 


ANDREW BIRD 


ARMCHAIR APOCRYPHA 


Since beginning his recording career, 


ON Sate Now! 


Andrew Bird has released nine albums: 
six studio albums, both solo and with 
his former group the Bowl of Fire, and 
three live albums. They just released 
Armchair Apocrypha which 

will bring the tally to ten. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


(@varwntiyean 

the dead centre of 
terdale stage, a benign 
aux-marble looks 
the boards and out into 
=. Appropriately written 


omnia? are "carved" into the slab— 
an anachronistic reminder, explains 
director Scott Sharplin, that even if 
Shakespeare's Antony and Cleopa- 
tra is stuffed with Roman politics 
and Mediterranean battles and two 
of the most complex lovers in any of 
the Bard's plays, there's a fairly sim- 
ple message at the heart of it all. 

“| really think a lot of the struggle 
in the play comes just from Antony 
and Cleopatra fighting against the 
fact they are these big, historical fig- 
ures whose every word is being 
recorded for posterity, and just trying 
to be two people who are in love 
with each other,” Sharplin explains, 
the painters putting the 
es on the stage floor. “And, 
Politically, Octavian wins 
e ends becoming Augustus, 
but the play is called ‘Antony and 
patra,’ and they're the two fig- 
: em temember, and whose 
it to see, so | think love 


a , please! 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly. com 
| Us awfully hard to turn one’s 


fancy lightly towards thoughts of 
love when one is getting blasted 
in the face with snow in the middle 
of April, ae oneself in the coat 
one has had to excavate from the 


Ss, one’s fancy turns 
g orange juice bot- 
sport coupes that 
de puddles or, at the 
nding out exploratory 
ies in Palo Alto. 


pite for the weary 
ntonian, however, 


TOSAT, APR 21 


ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA 
DIRECTED BY SCOT HARLIN 

WAITENBY WILLA SHAKESPEARE 
STARRING JOHN DOLPHIN MONICA ROBERTS, 
CODY PORTER, BONN CLARK & MORE 
WATERERS 


PREVUE 


does win in the end.” 

It's hardly an easy victory, though: 
Marc Antony and Cleopatra are cer- 
tainly one of the more infamous cou- 
ples in all of history, but they're not 
exactly the type to sing poetry from 
garden balconies, even in Shake- 
speare’s world. 


~ CHOOSING LOVE IN their particular 


case has consequences, and those 
aren't even limited to the more nor- 
mal (s)he-might-break-my-heart kind. 
To Sharplin, the quite-literally world- 
changing choices the pair make just 
adds a depth that you don’t necessari- 
ly find in star-crossed lovers. 

“The thing about Romeo and Juliet 


is, their choice to love each other. 


doesn’t really have a lot of conse- 
quences—I mean, it does, because 
they screw it up, but they have a cer- 
tain kind of freedom to love who they 
choose that neither Antony or 
Cleopatra has,” Sharplin says. “They 


Bring on the 
SAT, APR 14 (8 PM) 


IRMENGARDE'S CAVAL- 


CADE OF SPRING 

DAVINA STEWART WITH ATHY DERKAC, 
ANDREA HOUSE ENDRA CONNOR, JOSH MEL 
107, SARA JEANNE HOSE ARREN TMOTED, 
ANDREW MACDONALD SMITH & OTHERS 
VARSCONA THEATRE (1008-83 AVENUE) $8-S10 


PREVUE 


As Teatro’s Artistic Director and 
show producer Stewart Lemoine 
explains, the show is all about help- 
ing the city forget about the miser- 
able excuse for spring it’s been 
treated to so far. 

“1 think we just need to have a 
spring party to convince ourselves 
that it’s actually here,” says Lemoine. 
“Maybe if we will it, it will actually 
come true.” 


THE SHOW WILL feature a bevy of 
spring-related events, approached 
with the same reckless, spontaneous 
energy as the aforementioned late- 


TMI ude: 


ony and Cleopatra are lovers 
ting a dangerous time 


know full well that if they get togeth- 
er, wars will happen, and thousands 
and thousands of people could die, 
just as a start. There is a very com- 
plex kind of love, and you see it in 
the way they interact: they're painful- 
ly aware of how important they are, 
of how complex the relationship is, 
but they really just want to be able to 
make a fairly simple choice.” 

Trying to focus on something sim- 
ple in something much bigger isn’t 
too far off what Sharplin himself has 
to do with the play. It might come 
down to the two title characters, but 
Antony and Cleopatra is also one of 
Shakespeare's biggest plays, with 
more than 20 characters dashing off 
across the Mediterranean, engaged 


VISUAL ARTS: ROOTED IN/ 47 (RET, 


HOPSCOTCH / 48 


in everything from backstabbing pol- 
iticking to bedroom talk to outright 
war. It’s the kind of logistical 
headache that has kept the play 
underproduced in comparison to the 
rest of Shakespeare’s work, and 
though Sharplin admits it's been 
something of a challenge, he says 
the play is simpler than it seems on 
the surface. 

“There is a lot going on, but what 
we've noticed is, as soon as Cleopa- 
tra or Marc Antony step on the stage, 
everything just sort of stops,” he 
explains. “It doesn’t really matter 
where you're supposed to be or 
what’s supposed to be happening, 
they just have you and you're going 
with them.” w 


Cavalcade of Spring! 


night variety hour. Not only will there 
be a selection of spring ditties sung 
by local chanteuses Cathy Derkach 
and Kendra Connor, among others, 
viewers will be treated to fashion 
tips for spring in the form of choos- 
ing a the proper hat, a panel of local 
notables weighing in on everything 
from local politics to the celebrity 
scene, a selection of spring-related 
treats that can be eaten and drank— 
what better way to get rid of your 
sorrows than drown them with a 
refreshing cocktail, really—and last 
but not least, the city-renowned 
smash hit, Plays by Children, pulled 
out of Susanna’s repertoire to bright- 
en the primetime stage. 

“These plays by children are actu- 
ally all new, too,” explains Lemoine, 
who will be pulling the plays from a 
workshop he recently completed 
with some Victoria elementary stu- 
dents. “We had been using the ones I 
had from Glenora for about 10 years 
now, so it was time for some fresh 


ARTS 


————————————— 


ones, and these are just as good. 
They're wonderfully simple little 
plays that will be played with real 
intensity by trained adults.” 

Overall, Lemoine hopes the Caval- 
cade not only brightens our collective 
spring, but maybe also introduces a 
few people to the wild talk-show for- 
mat Teatro has been perfecting in the 
wee small hours at the end of every 
month with Oh Susanna!. 

“They're both based on these vari- 
ety talk shows you see on Italian tel- 
evision, which are just complete 
three-ring circuses: someone will be 
talking, but off in the corner are 
celebutantes drinking cocktails, and 
then they'll stop everything to play 
some ridiculous game, like setting 
out a dinner on a beautiful girl,” he 
explains. “We don’t go that far, but 
we have a good time, and hopefully 
this will be a chance for people who 
are scared off by late nights to see 
what we're all about when we're not 
doing plays.” v 


Die-hards say 
bye to their 
mullet-man 


= (DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
dirtvlaundry @vueweekly.com 


IE-NA 


i—F 


You'd think that a hockey team coming 
off a spate of victories—including the 
greatest moment in hockey history— 
would have nothing but champagne 
and roses. 

Well, nobody showed up for practice 
again and rising star Dwayne Minsky is 
pissed. His mullet needs trim buts. 
that's not what's bothering him: his 
father Burl recently turned himself in 
for killing his wife, Dwayne’s mother 
(Pearl). But Burl is back, bound on bail 
and Dwayne still won't talk to him; he’s 
got other things on his mind, having 
been traded to Montréal 

And Goalie Hogie Oogachaka was on 
top of the world until he decided to 
smoke a little dope on the set of the 
movie Leslie Nielsen was filming in 
Westmount. It was no big deal, until 
Hogie got into a big public fight with 
Leslie and got the boot from the set. 

Hogie's trophy wife Cheryl was wor- 
tied anyway; fretting about in her plaid 
green pants. So she put on the EP ver-~ 
sion of Jesus Christ Superstar and 
danced wildly for about 10 hours or 
so—pretty much the whole time Hogie 
and Captain Derrick Capilano were out 
drinking, prepping Hogie to tell his wife 
the bad news, which they did, after 
bursting in drunkenly. Cheryl reacted 
with a mild heart attack 

And while his team wins, Ty can’t 
seem to stop strangling people, so he 
went to find casual psychic Doris to get 
some mental help. Her reading quickly 
turned into a tonsil reading, and then 
she ran out frantic. So then, alone and 
forlorn, Ty called his occasional girl- 


friend Jean and ended up having some, 


dirty speakerphone sex with her... until 
Capilano and Doris interrupted him 
Capilano had a vision involving a flying 
Stanley Cup, and he wants Minsky back. 

Poor Chery! went from drinking beer 
in the hospital to flying on morphine in 
Palm Springs, but she gathered herself 
up enough to return to Edmonton and 
confront her husband. It turned out to 
be a mixed blessing—while she 
learned she’s not that high on his list 
compared to hockey, he was only trying 
to get into acting to get her out of 
Edmonton... because helavesher. © 

So a huge farewell for Dwayne was 
organized and he shuttled himself East- 
wards, even as parts of his team plead- 
ed for him to stay. For a team this close 
to the playoffs, it should be an interest- 
ing week for the Die-Hards. w 
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thana blood-sucking bonanza 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / shorry@vueweekly 


hen André Lewis first 
thought about creating 
Dracula, a full-length con- 


temporary ballet in three acts, he 
knew that the dance world would be 
skeptical. 

"Ten years ago, it was either classi- 
cal or mixed repertoire,” says Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet’s artistic director. Very 
few people did full-length contempo- 
rary works in Canada and the US. Now, 
it seems, everybody is doing them. 

“At one time, RWB only performed 
a mixed repertoire—except for The 
Nutcracker,” he says, adding that 
when he began as artistic director 
almost 12 years ago, the company 
was losing audiences and faltering 
financially. 

But he explains that because the 
most enduring works are the full- 
length ones, he successfully began to 
add. classical ballets to the company’s 
repertoire, thus bringing in more audi- 
ences. 

Although he knew of the dark view 
taken towards his concept of a full- 
length work, Dracula kept haunting 
him until after the movie Interview With 
a Vampire was released. Lewis real- 
ized then that people were enormously 
curious about vampires, and would 
undoubtedly find his idea alluring. 


Mile Zero Dance wants to 
separate oil from the Water's Edge 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry @vueweekly.com 


ri his work is very issue 
based. | feel that in art we 
need to be more vocal 


about the world and we can do it ina 
way that achieves artistic flow,” Mile 
Zero Dance’s Gerry Morita says 

"I want to make contemporary 
dance that’s relative to the world, but 
dance is a Kmited medium that cre- 
ates a different reality for the viewer.” 

By offering feelings or impressions, 
dance is more like a dream state than 
a Narrative medium 

ff you're going tell a story, you're 
better off using literature. I like to use 
other elements to offer more informa- 
t the artistic “That's 
t's good to collaborate.” 
A group of artists has created what 
Morita calls a subliminal reality in 


director says 


Water’s Edge, a new work that looks 
at issues surrounding water 
Through her choreography, she 


asks 
tums 
life?’ 
aborators have created a triptych 


As waters recede and scarcity 
to commodity, how does it affect 
In answer, Morita and her col 


fi water as a precious entity; sec-_ 
ond, a drought; and third, mirage 
along with the memory of water. 
Vater's Edge is about how pre 
cidus water is ‘and the possibility of 


running out,” says musician/collabo 


rator Don Ross, who uses found 
sounds such as a brook in Jasper 
during summer or the crunching that 
results from stepping in the snow at 
minus 25 degrees. 

He also draws on recordings of the 
sounds of wells in Central Asia mixed 
with crowd noises and cowbells 
clanging nearby or the voice of a Bora 
tribesman telling stories in an Ama- 
zon forest 


FRI, APR 13 SUN, APR 15; 
FAI APA 18) SUN, APR 21 (8 PM) 


WATER'S EDGE 
TAA ARSE ATHL 


PREVUE 


To summon the feeling of 
drought, Ross works with sounds 
that invoke post-apocalyptic images 
using granulated kettledrums and 
rickety old machine sounds among 
other things 

“Over top of that, there’s a jazz 
piano player—very avante garde,” he 
laughs. ” And I use a saxophone, but it 
doesn’t sound like a saxophone.” 


VIDEOGRAPHER TIM FOLKMAN uses 


reflective images and shadowy tex- 
tures to create the feeling of a 
drought. 


“I’m working with a new 
approach,” he says of his work as a 
whole, which includes a slide show. 
“We're breaking up the space and 
integrating the video into the set. 
Hopefully, we'll have moving screens 
that the dancers would lift and manip- 
ulate. The videos will be reflected on 
the costumes themselves.” 

Although Folkman’s videos present 
environmental, spiritual and emotion- 
al issues rather than hard, scientific 
facts, he finds it difficult to avbid 
political concerns. 

Morita agrees. “We’re at a time 
politically where we're deciding how 
much water the oil sands should get, 
and we're on our way to making 
water a precious commodity as 
opposed to something that’s free and 
natural and open to everybody. 

“Why should I have to buy my 
water from Coca-Cola?” she says, 
referring to the soft drink company 
that owns Dasani. “By giving us water 
in bottles they're making us think that 
tap water isn't safe to drink—but it 
is—and if we don't fight for its avail- 
ability, then we'll lose it. 

“Right now people are dealing with 
the transition between taking water 
for granted and constructing it as a 
very important thing in our lives. 
We're at a crucial point." v 


"The idea had been germinating in 
my mind for a long time,” he says. “I 
felt that Dracula as a ballet would do 
well with critics and audiences.” 

Lewis contacted Mark Godden, for- 
merly both a company member and 
resident choreographer at RWB. 

“He wasn’t sure at first—he had 
never done a full-length work,” Lewis 
explains. But after Godden read the 


THU, APA 12 FAL APR 13 (8 PM) 


DRACULA 

BY ROYAL WINNIPEG BALLET 

JUBILEE AUOTORIUM (1455-87 AVENUE, 
$4225 -S78.25 


PREVUE 


book, he met with Lewis in Montréal, 
and was commissioned to create 
Dracula. 


ONE OF THE decisions Godden made 
was to centre the work around Dracu- 
Ja's effect on a morally strict Victorian 
society, rather than just having Dracu- 
Ja running around biting women’s 
necks as he does in the book. 

“Mark's work is unencumbered by 
the old operatic model—following all 
the little ‘in-between-moments’ of a 
story,” Lewis explains, pointing out 
that Godden plucks from both sides 
by using both old and new styles, 


which give his work a powerful sense 
of theatricality. 

“I love what Mark does. He moves 
the work cleverly from one scene to 
another. He’s made scene changes 
part of the show. There’s this wonder- 
ful moment when we go to Lucy's 
crypt,” Lewis says, describing how her 
bed becomes her coffin. “It’s done so 
well, and you see it happen in front of 
your eyes. 

“And there's a pantomime that tells 
the entire story in six Minutes, | 
makes people chuckle—very clever, 4 
critic in Vancouver called ita ‘coup de 
theatre’—a great moment!” 

Even the way Godden chose the 
music is considered unusual for a 
ballet. 

“Rather than just try to concoct a 
story around one symphony, he creat 
ed his storyboard first, then chose 
music from various [Mahler] sym 
phonies. Mark chose well—from the 
First, Second and Ninth symphonies 

"This had never been done, to my 
knowledge. 

“We've rethought how we do things 
as an artistic community. This ballet 
grabs you from the first chord of 
music when the curtain goes up and 
keeps you there. 

“The images will haunt you long 
after you leave the theatre.” w 
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Centre for the Arts MacEwan 


156 St or call’780.497.4340 
-MacEwan.ca/CentrefortheArts 
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Fine Art 

Theatre Arts 

Theatre Production 

Arts and Cultural Management 


www.MacEwan.ca 


THEATRE NETWORK ~ lve at the ROXY presents P THE WORLD 


CLOSER 
ANDCLOSER _ 


by Betty Mitchell Award Winning Playwright A P is ‘ R 


STICKLAND ’ 


66 Stickland made his 


PREMIERE 


name as one of the “ 

“iy a i coe 

province’s funniest play- - % 
=? % - 


wrights, but also one of 

its most powerful... 99 «== *~ 
~ Calgary Herald aceonte 

Featuring: 

JULIEN ARNOLD 

JAMES DEFELICE 

CAROLINE LIVINGSTONE 


Director: Bradley Moss ; 
Set & Costume Designer: Narda McCarroll 

Lighting Designer: Scott Peters 

Sound Designer: Darrin Hagen 


Stage Manager: Betty Hushlak E Tea nie J 


APR 17—MAY 6 20 am 
The ROXY Theatre ay 
10708 124th Street 
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—¥ thing will make it? We talk 
. about that in horticulture 
as being ‘rooted in’—when the roots 
grip into the soil; when the plant 
takes to its environment.” 

peyond making a literal statement 
about the importance of her physical 
subject matter—tree roots— Edmon- 
jon-based artist Erin Schwab could be 
referencing her nascent career in the 
title of her first show since completing 
an MEA at the University of Alberta last 
fall. Rooted In demonstrates Schwab 
doing exactly that with her practice, 
puilding on the body of work she 
developed during her graduate studies 
and entrenching herself in the environ- 
ment of the Canadian art scene. 

A blunt-spoken blonde witha 
quick, broad'laugh and thumbs that 
are so green as to suggest they have 
roots and rings under their skin 
instead of blood and flesh, Schwab 
splits her time between the tree farm 
where she’s worked for the past few 
years, teaching duties at the U of A 
and an art practice informed by both 
settings. 

Schwab likens drawing, the heart 
of her practice, to the root of a plant— 
a usually hidden-and humble:founda- 
tion that feeds, sustains and gives 
structure to showier goings-on above- 
ground. By exposing and emphasizing 
root systems in her large-scale draw- 
ings or enfolding her subjects in 
porcelain slip and fossilizing them 
through the transformative action of 
the kiln, Schwab celebrates the pri- 
macy of both the root and practice of 
drewing. She upends the expectation 
that both are simply a means to an 
entirely different end, say, a tree 
drenched in summer foliage, or a 
painting of one. 

“Drawi 
me,” she insists. “It’s not just a sketch 
for som ‘better.’ Laying down 
ideas is as important as the final 
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gestural organic qualities potently 
meditative and starkly beautiful ren- 
dered in charcoal or porcelain. Pulled 


from the embrace of the earth, roots 
remind us of the cyclic rhythms of 
nature and life, hidden structures of 
our bodies, far-reaching networks of 
social and familial spheres. 

For Schwab, they also evoke “stur- 
diness and strength. | love the con- 
trast with the delicacy and fragility of 
firing them in porcelain.” 


SHE 1S PROUD of this process, perfect- 
ed for her grad show and used again 
alongside her charcoal and paper por- 
traits of tree farm casualties (Schwab 
only uses dead roots). No one thought 
it would work, and indeed many roots 


still don’t survive being coated with * 


porcelain slip and kiln-fired at a high 
temperature until nothing remains of 
the original plant except a ghost of its 
form and streaks of brown and red 
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inside the hollowed out limbs, rem- 
nants of carbon and iron. 

The resulting creation, though, is 
worth the risk: a twisting, expressive 
sheath of what resembles tangles of 
pale white bone, with the mineral 
traces released by firing suggesting 
marrow. They are simultaneously 
alien and completely familiar. 


"Making these is an ongoing 
process,” Schwab relates. “It’s time- 
consuming and depends on the avail- 
ability of the kiln, so I'm always 
preparing them and getting the slip 
ready so | can throw a batch in when 
it’s free.” 


For Rooted In, Schwab has taken 
recent firings and juxtaposed them 
with her drawings, magnificently 
detailed works that capture the grace- 
ful ballet of the roots in an entirely 
different manner than the veneration 
of form her porcelain pieces embody. 

“Drawings are all about shadow 
and texture,” Schwab points out. She 


+ 


suspends her subjects from the ceiling 
before consigning them to the kiln, 
photographing them and making the 
roots come alive again on paper using 
an arsenal of mark-making tech 

niques. Early drawings illustrate a 
wrinkly fabric background, while later 


drawings let-the’root sit unadorned, 
their bareness heightening emotional 
tesponse. “It was self-indulgence; this 
need to draw by filling the whole sur- 
face. I've leamed to ignore things in 
the source material and be more pres- 
ent for every mark and shadow as I’m 
drawing.” 

Against the play of light and dark of 
the drawings, the porcelain takes on 
an ethereal frailty; the roots’ connec- 
tion to the earth that cradled them 
throughout their lives becomes tenu- 
ous. Schwab heightens this effect with 
a visual gag, piling broken shards at 
viewers’ feet at points in the space 
Underneath plinths, they simply seem 
more bone-like and installation-like 
but in the context of a line of wall- 
mounted porcelain roots with one set 
of empty hooks and shattered pile 
below, the effect is dramatic 

‘People think they're plastic o 
plaster casting or some cheap materi 
al, I think the bits heighten the physi- 
cal awareness of the fragility of 
them,” Schwab explains. There is also 
a neat finality to seeing the disorder 
of the debris of unsuccessful firings 
next to the organic order of the natu- 
ral object Schwab successfully caught 

“The objects and the drawings have 
a dynamic dialogue,” she concludes 

The roots are silent now, having 
relinquished their grip on the soil, but 
through giving them a Strange new 
voice and presence, Schwab is deep 
ening her embrace of the practice of 
creation. Vv 
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gy student, budding journalist, 

psychiatrist, psychologist, if you 
are traveller, even a tourist or maybe 
you're thinking about becoming a 
porn star or an alien annihilator— 
Louis Theroux's The Call of the 
Weird: Travels in American Sub- 
culture is the kind of book you'd 
come across in a book store and 
absolutely have to buy. Your search 
for that certain book on that blustery 
April day would end. 

Now, | can’t say that Theroux's 
travelogue will ultimately be the 
answer to your dreams, but it will 
likely find that certain something in 
you—in everybody, really—that 
causes you to gawk at an auto acci- 
dent and think, “Thank God that 
wasn’t me!” in a somewhat compas- 
sionate, but mostly selfish manner. 

The BBC journalist taps into the 
same zeitgeist that informs our fas- 
cination with Jerry Springer and 
“reality” TV—but with a couple 
major differences. Theroux's sub- 
jects are very real, and there is noth- 
ing like the same kind of derision for 
the subject as there is with Springer. 

The seed for the (almost) 37-year- 
old's first book began over a decade 
ago, when he started interviewing 
folks he thought were compelling for 
a BBC series called Louis Theroux’s 
Weird Weekends. With Call of the 
Weird, he decides to revisit some of 
the people he just couldn't get out of 
his mind on a six-month reunion 
tour of the US. 

Some of his subjects you'll recog- 
nize—Ike Turner is probably the most 
famous—but most you won't. That 
isn’t a problem, however, because 
Theroux's deft hand will have you 
seeing white supremacists with a 
measure of compassion (really!) and 
the spray-on tan of perfect porn-star 
bodies will be circling down the 
shower drain. He fills you in on their 
story with both humour and human- 
to-human understanding. 

If you've ever read any of Chuck 
Klosterman’s books, you can draw a 
comparison to the style you'll 
encounter in Call of the Weird. While 
the two writers are quite different, 
there is nonetheless a similar thread 
running through the fabric of each of 
their work. They are both kind of 
geeky and you meet the subject, the 
author and yourself on some 
humanity continuum that blurs any 
sort of distinction between the three 
You also discover, along with both 
writers, the strangeness of the inter- 
viewer-interviewee relationship 


THEROUX BEGINS THE BOOK with his 
attempt to revisit Thor Templar, who 
owned and operated a company 
called the Alien Resistance Move- 
ment, which offered alien-slaying 
assistance to those being stalked or 
assaulted by extraterrestrials. And 
during Theroux’s first encounter 
with Templar, the latter claimed to 
have killed 10 aliens 

When he can’t locate Templar 


I f you are a disillusioned sociolo- 
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directly, Theroux heads to the annu- 
al International UFO Congress to see 
if he can’t scare up some leads. 
Here, we meet a cornucopia of 
folks—ones that believe Earth is run 
by “reptilians,” ones that act as 
space mediums and ones that claim 
to be abductees—until he heads out 
to visit Bob Short, a space chan- 
neller. 

It's this first chapter that really 
sets the tone for Call of the Weird. 
While Theroux’s prologue gives you 
a sense of his self-deprecating per- 
sonality, his tale of searching for 
Templar also lets you know that he 
is no pushover, either, His own 
beliefs come streaming through—he 
does not believe in anything the 
folks at the Congress are selling— 
but that isn’t to say that he belittles 
Short, Templar or any of the others. 
They are simply interesting people. 


But it’s a thin line he is toeing—his 
genuine curiosity could be construed 
as confrontational. 

As he notes after his visit with 
Short, “Just because I wanted to know 
someone better, didn't mean they 
wanted to be known better. Because ! 
myself am literal-minded and perhaps 
a little self-doubting, | assume other 
people are happy to examine their 
contradictions. But it wasn’t so. And 
in many cases those whose faith was 
most important to them—like Bob 
[Short]—were least able to hold their 
beliefs up to question.” 

The following chapters line up in 
similar fashion—from JJ Michaels, 
former porn star to Memphis rapper 
Mello T to a couple of varieties of 
white supremacists. 

Meeting April, Lamb and Lynx is 
probably the most difficult chapter to 
digest. The perfect family of light- 
haired females pictured at the begin- 
ning of chapter 10 is disconcerting 
after you discover that April, mother 
of 12-year-old twins Lamb and Lynx, 
is actually a hardcore racist. 

Not only that, but also the twins 
had recorded as girl group Prussian 
Blue, covering a range of tunes— 
from skinhead groups to traditional 
German numbers and some original 
compositions. (Random Numbers’ 
blogger labels them “Neo-Nazism’s 
Olsen Twins.”) 

Lamb and Lynx are fourth-genera- 


I a little that 


tion white supremacists—their 
grandfather uses a swastika to brand 
his cows. While Theroux makes the 
point that the girls could very well 
tone down the racist rhetoric when 
they hit high school in an effort to fit 
in, the glass-half-empty sector could 
make an equally compelling argu- 
ment that the twins are destined to 
raise their own racist children, and 
so on, through no fault of their own. 


THE BOOK’S HIGHLIGHT, for me, was 
meeting Ike Turner. Arguably the 
penner of the first rock ‘n’ roll song, 
“Rocket 88,” he was made infamous 
when Tina Turner released her auto- 
biography /, Tina (later made into the 
film What's Love Got to Do With It?), 
detailing the pair’s tempestuous 
relationship and his abusive nature. 
Unlike most of his other inter- 
views, where Theroux is rather up 
front—for example asking white 


supremacist Jerry Gruidl if he’s ever ° 


tried being less racist—the one with 
Turner is a careful dance around the 
fragile ego of the musician. Theroux 
had attempted a documentary with 


him in the past, but was sent away 
after 10 days. 

On the one hand, Turner is auda- 
cious, talking about his “orgying” 
days with sweet reminiscence and 
fervour. On the other, the now-75- 
year-old seems a somewhat pathetic 
bundle of neuroses. His need for 
acceptance from the people around 
him, even Theroux whom he barely 
knows, is so palpable that it’s 
uncomfortable. 

“They don’t know what this soul 
has got and how | am inside. All they 
know is how I've been portrayed to 
be. And the me that they portrayed 
me to be, that’s not me. This is me,” 
Turner tells Theroux. 

However, Turner is not unlike the 
other people in Call of the Weird, and 
ultimately not unlike all of us. This 
idea is how Theroux manages to 
really tie these disparate stories 
together. 

Whether you're talking to a Neva- 
da brothel prostitute, a Heaven's 
Gate survivor (the group that com- 
mitted an apparent mass suicide to 
catch onto a comet in the late “90s) 
or a less-than-honest-how-to- 
become-a-millionaire motivational 
speaker, there are a handful of con- 
stants in the human condition. 

Beyond fulfilling the basic needs 
of food, clean water and shelter, we 
all need faith in something and a 
sense of community or belonging. w 
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Martin Amis's Koba the Dread: Laughter 
and the Twenty Million, his 2003 person- 
al survey of Stalinist atrocities, took a 
unique approach to history. 

The work of an impassioned, obses- 
sive, deeply aghast Russophile is never 
so compelling as in its first section— 
dealing with Amis’s abiding outrage at 
the inability of certain Western intellec- 
tuals (ie his dad Kingsley Amis and old 
pal Christopher Hitchens) to properly 
acknowledge the fathomless failings of 
the Soviet experiment. 

House of Meetings (Knopf, $29.95) 
returns to the subject of the Soviet toll 
on the Russian soul, but in the form of a 
novel, which of course is Amis’s primary 
métier. Narrated by its protagonist, an 
unnamed Russian-American returning to 
his homeland at the age of 85, in the 
form of a sprawling, confessional email, 
the book’s so thoroughly flavoured with 
Amis’s attraction to the unsavoury as to 
render it nearly indigestible, 
depending on your toler- 
ance for relentless despair. 

Citing Anne Applebaum's 
acclaimed Gulag: A History 
as a key source of inspira- 
tion and research, Amis 
aims to evoke the Gulag's 
monstrous appetite for 
debasement in rich, 
appalling detail, while at 
the same time implying 
what many Russians con- 
cede to be their nation’s 
ugly truth: the grotes- 
queries unfurled under 
communism were but part 
of a much longer, perhaps 
eternal, story of human 
perdition that is essentially 
indifferent to changing 
political movements. (One 
character theorizes that 
geography is destiny, so 
perhaps it comes down to 
its placement on that vast, 
arduous East Eurasian plain 
that makes Russia so hope- 
lessly fucked.) 


ENSURING THAT HIS recollections of 
Russian degradation aren't seen as 
something contained to the Soviet era, 
our narrator's homecoming coincides 
with the Beslan school hostage crisis, 
which he comments on. With children 
and teachers curdling horrifically under 
oppressive heat, lack of food, lack of 
water and, needless to say, lack of ini- 
tiative on the part of the authorities, 
"Middle School Number One is like a 
laboratory and a control experiment,” he 
writes. “It is showing you how to build 
the Russian totality.” 

Our narrator's attentiveness, his not 
slipping blithely and utterly into resigned 
cynicism, is perhaps one of the ingredi- 
ents that keeps House of Meetings from 
being wholly flattened by despair. This 


MEETS 


man who once raped his way acros: 
what later became East Germany during 
WWII, who survived 12 years withou; 
soap or hope in Norlag, who seems to 
have frequently wished his brother dead 
out of nothing more than sexual jeal- 
ousy, who forces lovers to recite thei; 
previous sexual exploits in the form oj 
penance—this man does seem to have 
retained some vague ghost of a con 
science. Despite the novel's ostensib\ 
love triangle, which is rather flimsy 
given his dearth of deeper feelings fo, 
the female at its apex, our narrator does 
seem to have genuinely loved at least 
one person in his life: Venus, the Ameri 
can stepdaughter to whom this tale is 
addressed. 

That our narrator has decided to 
enlighten his stepdaughter regarding his 
vilest, most nihilistic exploits seems per- 
verse to say the least, but there is some 
thing of a point to it all, the offering « 
some answers to Venus's lingering con- 
fusion about the nature of his unusual 
relationship with her dead mother. And 
he seems desperate to impart to her just 
how fundamental the distinction 


between her Western perspective 310 
his Russian one is, though he neve! 
exactly declares one more truthful ‘ia" 
the other. (This is Martin Amis: trut! 
resolutely relative.) 

If you're noting a particular absen’® 
of clear recommendation or dismiss! °' 
House of Meetings here, it might °° 
because I'm not certain how to come " 
terms with Amis’s underlying mess@2¢° 

He’s an altogether bleak moré''s'. 
and his overt attempts as human 2!" 
this story are pretty dubious, as ‘© his 
eagerness to speak for the Russial 
character, however persuasively 5" 
there is this persistent shard of nso!" 
lingering in the dance of wordplay and 
grisly humour, especially in the conn 
tions made between corporeal ands)" 
tual erosion. w 


qyPsY CARAVAN DANCE COMPANY-TRIBUTE TO TRIB- 
‘AL Aoyal Alberta Museum, 12845-102 Ave (420-1757) « 
Tribal style belly dance featuring Gypsy Caravan Dance 

,, Vibe Tribe and others with music by Paul Bromley » 
Sat Apt. 14 (8pm) * $18-at TIX on the Square 


El Toro restaurant (619-8069) * Featuring 
dancers Micah and Kathy * Apr. 14. © $12 


OLE ZERO DANCE-WATER'S EDGE PCL Theatre TransAlta 
‘Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave (420-1757) * Featuring dancers, Gerry 
Morita and Theress Dextrase with musicians Don Ross and James 
Carson and video by Tim Folkmann, with a different opening act 
each night * Ape 13-15, 19-21 (8pm) * $15 at TIX on the Square 


OVAL WINNIPEG BALLET-DRACULA Jubilee Auditorium 
(451-8000) * Featuring local dancers including Tara Birtwhistle, 
Vanessa Lawson, Janet Sartore-De Luca and Darren Anderson © 
‘Ap. 12-19 # Tickets available at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) « 
Open: Tue-Sat 18am-Spm * GOING WITH THE FLOW: 
{andseape paintings by Jerry Heine * Apr. 14-26 * Opening 
reception: Apr. 14 (24pm) , artist in attendance 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St (489-6611) 
» Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all hols) * Feature Gallery: 
SREWHAHA: Fun and fabulous teapots and tea-sets; until July 
14 Artist's reception: Sat, Apr. 14 (2-4pm) ¢ Discovery Gallery: 
THE NAKED TRUTH: Artworks by Christopher Boha; Apr. 14-May 
26; opening reception: Sat, Apr. 14 (24pm) 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 10230 
Jasper Ave * CHINA SENSATION; New Art from Chengdu; Apr. 
14June 10 * ALAT-An exhibition featuring artworks by nine 
Edmonton artists: Apr. 14-May 27 « UNFLAT: David Cantine: Apr. 
j4June 10 * ART OUTDOORS: featuring the ten original works of 
an that are featured in the Art Outdoors billboards; Apr. 14-May 27 
+ BACK TO THE FUTURE: Featured artworks by Franklin 
) Carmichael, George Reid, AY Jackson, Tom Thomson, Frederick 

\wley, JEH Meedonald, Comelius Krieghoff, Lawren Harris, Ansel 
‘Adams, Maxwell Bates, Marion Nicoll, and many more; Apr. 14- 
Juve 10 Taliding with Artists: David Cantine; Apr. 14 (1pm); 
‘talking with Artists: Artists from Flat Apr. ne 
" Setenday. Art workshops, exhibition tours; Apr. 14 (2pm) © 
‘Mexeom Builders Lecture Series: Michzel Palladino; MA.D.E. 
‘echire series; Ape 18 (7pm); $10/$8 (AGA member/student) 


AATSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220-105 St (439-9532) 
‘Qpen every Thu (58pm) ¢ CATFIGHT: Six emerging artists 
investigate female-on-female aggression * MORE NEW 
WORK: Artworks by ArtsHab residents * Until Apr. 26 


CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave (461- 
[302)) *. BETWEEN DREAM AND REALITY: Anworks by Léonie 

Poole, Rema Neweomba, Pauline Ulliac, Monika Dery and Gisale 
Grogoue * Apr 13-25 ® Opening reception: Apr. 13 (7-8:30pm) 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) ¢ 
Open: Tue-Sat $:30-5:30pm * LUX ETEANA: Watercolour still 
fives by Vivian Thierfelder * Until Apr. 21 


‘ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony 
Pisin Ad (492-1402) * Open: Tue by appointment: Wed-Fri 
Viem-5:30pm, Sat 11am-4pm, closed long weekends * COL- 
JECTION 2006; New artworks by various artists 


EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH 8501-82 Ave * 
nual spring show presented by the Emerging Artists’ 
‘Society Of Alberta * Apr, 13.(5-9pm), includes reception, 

ists in attendance * Apr. 14 (10am-4pm) 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi, University Extension 
‘Ventre, 8303-112 St {492-0166) * Open: Mon-Thu 8:30am- 

om: Fri 8 30am-4:30pm: Sat Sam-noon * BUILDING BOD- 
/69-BODIES BUILDING: Figurative artworks * Apr. 16-25 


GALLERY Rin 1-1 Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave (492- 
| * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-5pm © BACHELOR OF 
DESIGN GRAD SHOW ® Until Apr. 14 


GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * Open: 
Sat $90am-6pm © TATTOO FLASH; Anworks by Comelia 


Ssttoults * Until Apr. 28 © Opening reception: Sat, Apr. 14 
cen) 


‘GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
‘Min F, Sie Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon-Fri 
Sor-9pmm: Sat Gam-Bpm; Sun 1-Spm © SHOW OFF: Exhibit of 
art * Until Apr. 30 


COUNT MOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 
‘hon-Spmn; Sat 12-4pm © FAMILIAR TERRITORY. Drawing 
Sllation by Lois Schklar, until May 12® Fromt Room: 

OUTED IN: Large-scale charcoal drawings and small black and 
‘t line etchings of plant roots by Erin Schwab; until May 12 
‘ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 University Ave 
=SSTM) * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm * ORIGINAL DIGITAL FINE 
T'S Computer paintings by Ansgard Thomson * Until May 3 


. GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) Open 
*¥" 9.30arS:30pm; Sat $3Qam-4pm * Paintings by Raymond 
‘Shetos by Con Boland; serigraphs by Norval Morrisseau and 
Se Weber * Through April « (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (485-6171) 
‘po Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm * Serigraphs by George 
°e« paintings by Don Sharpe, Teresa Stieben and Carol Hama 
© pottiry by Jim Speers and Helena Ball * Through April 


5411-51 St Stony Plain (963-2777) © Open Mon-Sat 


HERITAGE CENTRE 5411-51 St. Stony Plain 


MULTICULTURAL 
(963-2777) * Open: daily 11.30am-4pm ® SASSY LADIES: A dis- 


play highlighting the “sassy” side of women inclading a revealing 
Collection of intimates from the early years ¢ Until May 28 
NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery, 
9704-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open: Mon-Fri 10am-2pm; Tue/Thu 
evenings 6:30-8pm * AAT IS THE HEART OF COMMUNITY. 
Exhibition and auction in support of Edmonton Public Schoo!'s City 
Centre Education Project featuring professional jewellers, potters 
‘and student artwork Apr. 20-21 (Fri 3-7pm; Sat 11am-dpm) 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. Albert 
(460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (1am-5Spm), Thu {10am-8pm) * 
SEEING FREE: Artworks by James Doran, Monica Musselshite, 
Louis O'Coffey, Ulrike Rossier; Apr. 12-28; opening reception: 
Thu, Apr. 12 {7-Spm) * Celebrate poetry, art and music; Apr. 12 
(7-3pm) and Apr. 19 (6:30-8pm) * ArtVentures: Petroglyphs and 
Patterns; Apr. 21 (1-4pm); for children 6-12; $5/child * Drop-in 
for the artist at heart: Apr. 19 (7-3pm) 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Ad (427- 
1750) * Open: Tue-Sat, Wed Sam-4:30pm © THE GREAT 
WESTERN GARMENT COMPANY. Founded in 1911 and now 
‘owned by Levis Strauss and Co. [Canada] Inc, the history of gar- 
Ment workers offers a glimpse of the history of all working peo- 
ple in this city, Exhibit features information panels, photographs 
‘and clothing * Until Apr. 27 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave * COOL AND 
COLLECTED: See the unseen from the Museum's collections; 
until July 2 © GALEN ROWELL-A RETROSPECTIVE: Landscape 
photographs; until July 2 ¢ PROJECT RENEWAL: a glimpse of 
the Museum's redevelopment plans; until July2 * National 
Geographic Film Series: Museum Theatre; Surviving 
Everest: First Hand Accounts; Sat, Apr. 21(1-1:30pm); free © 
Edmonton Nature Club: Museum Theatre; Monthly meeting 
featuring The Ivory Billed Woodpecker: The Enigma, The 
Reality, and the Prospects for its Survival, \ecture by Dr. Jim 
Butler; Fri, Apr. 20 (7pm); admission by donation 


ST. ALBERT PLACE LOBBY 5 St. Anne Street, St Albert * 
Spring art exhibition celebrating the 20th anniversary of the St 
Albert Painters Guild * Apr. 27-29 (Fri 10am-10pm; Sat 10am-Spm: 
Sun 10am-4pm)* Opening Reception: Fn, Ape 27 (7-10pm) 
SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) « Open Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm * ELEMENTS: Abstractions by Marianne Watchel 
* Apr. 14-May 1 * Opening reception: Sat, Apr. 14 (2-4pm), 
artist in attendance) 


‘SNAP GALLERY 1309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm 
© ART OF THE ANKARA EX-LBRIS SOCIETY: Small printworks by 
artists of the Ankara Ex-libris Society of Turkey; until Apr. 14 « 
INVENTIONS AND UNCOMMON PLACES: Printworks by J&rg 
Rothenpieler; Apr. 19-June 2; opening reception: Apr. 19 (7-9pm) 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove 
(962-9664) « WAX FACTOR: THE BEAUTY OF BATIK: Anworks 
by Monika Dery * Until Apr. 21 


‘STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Edmonton Room (down- 
stairs), 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Open: Mon-Sat 11am- 
Spm; Sun 1-5pm * COMMON GROUND: Artworks by the 
Alberta Society of Artists and the MSA Apr. 29-May 12 « 
‘Opening reception; Sun, Apr. 29 (1:30pm) 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100/451- 
3344) * Explorer Gallery: /EGO® Secrets of the Pharaohs © 
Until May 6 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) « RETROSPECTIVE: 
Henry Schlosser: 30 years of fine furniture craftsmanship * 
Apr. 14-28 * Opening reception: Apr. 21 (1-4pm) 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 Ave 
behind Sapphires (438-7978) « FAEE PLAY. Collaborations by 
local artists * PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS: Sculptures and 
reliefs * Through April 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421- 
1731) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * CONSTELLA- 
TION: Artworks by Emanuelle Bara; ROOTS: Artworks by 
Teresa Halkow * Until May 12 

WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Lobby, 10322-83 Ave (432-7357) 
* Artin the Lobby: Pen and ink drawings by Sharon 
Fitzsimmons, in conjunction with Antony and Cleopatra * 

Until May 2, viewing one hour before curtain 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) « 
Paintings by Richard Cole 


LITERARY 


ACQUIRED TASTE TEA COMPANY 12323-102 Ave * 
YouthWrite Fundraiser featuring Gary William Rasberry (CD launch) 
‘and silent auction * Fri, Apr. 20 (7:30pm door; 8pm concert) * $15 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) * Sasha 


. White reading from her erotic novel Lush; Thu, Apr. 12 


(7:30pm) * Launch of Jeff Buick'’s latest thriller, Shell Game; 
Tue, Apr. 17 (7pm) * Catherine Bush shares stories of a 
writer's life; Thu, Apr. 19 (7:30pm) 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-75 Ave (469-8755) * Story Slam: An 


opportunity for writers to share their work. explore their talents 
and show off * Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 1043-4 Ave (433-2932) ¢ TALES. 
monthly Storytelling Circle; Tell stories or come to listen * Second 
Fri of each month (8-10pm) until June * $3 (first time free) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading Series 
© Open-mic 2nd Tue each month. 


KASBAR LOUNGE Basement of Yianni’s Tavema, 10444 Whyte 
Ave (914-8620) * apture: Open stage postry with the Raving 
Poets band every Wed (sign-up: 7:30pm; show: 8pm} until May 30 
NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, and 
performance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic 
Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 

‘THE PORTAL GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open Man- 
Wed 12-5pm; Thu Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm * Contemporary, 
figurative and landscape paintings * Through April 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433-2932) # Story 
(Café TALES © First Thu of ea month, through to June (7- 
Spm) * $5 cover 


ZEIDLER HALL Citadel Theatre. 9828-1014 Ave 


SEES SS ssn 


YouthWrite: A WordPlay Odyssey: Socumentary short film 
Celebrating the Writers Guild of Alberta's summer camp for 
young writers. Direeted and edited by Edmonton filmmaker 

Geotf McMaster * Thu, Apr. 19 (7pm) © Free 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) + 
Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (Spm), $20; Sat (10. 30pm), 
$20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday; $5 » Bob Angeli; 
Apr. 12-14 © Leif Skyving: Apr. 19-21 © Matt Disero; Apr. 26-28 
‘THE COMIC STRIP 1545 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (483- 
5999) © ‘Open: nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sun 8pm * Stephen Cox, Dawn Oumante, Dan Brodribb, 
‘and Kelly Soloduks; until Apc 15 ® Hit or Miss Mandays: Mon, 
Apc. 16 * Altemative Comedy Night Tue, Apr. 17 * Special con- 
Cert presentation: Rocky Laporte, Lars Callieou, and Cris 
Nannarone; Apr. 18-22 * Hit or Miss Mondays: Mon, Apc 23 
Altemative Comedy Night Tua, Apr. 24 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE ® Comedy Night Tho first Tue 
each month; no minors; 7pm (door), Spm (show) * $5 


RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 367 St. Albert Rd (460-1122) » 
Wednesday Night Live: Open stage for comedy, and music 
{7pm set-up/sound check, 8-10pm show) 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (491- 
9857) * Open: Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm « 
Sun: Industry Night; $10 * Wed Crash and Burn: featuring 
J.PFournier * Mike MacDonald, Jason James Williams, and 
Lori Ferguson Ford; Apr. 12-14 


THEATRE 


ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 
Ave (439-2845) * At the height of the greatest empire in his- 
tory, one man has the power to rule the world. The only thing 
standing between him and his destiny-is his love for a queen 
named Cleopatra * Until Apr. 21 (8pm); Sun, Apr. 15 matinee 


Alberta “ 
CA Foundation 


for the ‘Arts 


ARTS 


Present: 


(2pm) * $12-$16 at TIX on the Square 


CLOSER AND CLOSER APART foxy Theatre, 10708-124 st 
(420-1757) © Theatre Network * By Eugene Stickland, Joe. a 
celebrated architect, can’t remember things the way he used 
to. His daughter and his son must decide how to help their 
father—a man too proud to confront his own illness © Apr. 17- 
18(previews); Ape 19-May 6 * Sun-Thu: $23 (adult}/$18 (stu- 
denv/senior): Fri-Sat: $25 (adultl/$19 {student/senior); Apr. 24 
Two-for $24 at Roxy Theatre. TIX on the Square (except Two- 
for-$24, preview and opening) * Talk-back to discuss the 
myths and realities of Alzheimers with Dr. Peter McCracken 
after the Sun, Apr. 29 matinee show 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) « A 
Hilarious, live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon to the end 
of May * Tickets available at the door (7pm) 


DRAMA FEST 2007 Eastglen High School, Majestic Theatre 
11430-68 St (408-9800 ext 2154) * One-Act Play Festival 
Apr. 25-26 (12:30pm and 6:30pm); Apr. 27 (12 30pm) 


DREAMLAND SATURDAY NIGHTS Varscona Theatre 
10329-83 Ave (434-5564/420-1757) * By David Belke, pre 
sented by Shadow Theatre"* Two lonely hearts meet at.an 
old time repertory cinema. The play follows the Growth of 
their relationship as they wateh old movies, eat popcorn and 
fall in love * Apr. 26-May 13 * Tickets available at Shadow 
Theatre, TIX on the Square 


FAT PIG Third Space, 11516-103 St (471-1586/420-1757) « 
By Neil LaBute, prasented by Northam Light * The story of 
the romance between Tom, a nice guy with a mediocre per 
Sonality and Helen, vivacious, confident, bracingly funny and 
very very fat * Apr. 27-May 6 (8pm) * $20 {opening 
Might}/$18 (adult}/$15 (student/Senior) available at Northern 
Light Theatre's box office, TIX on the Square; Tue: Two-for 
one; Wed: Pay-What-You-Can 

FLY BY NIGHT(S) © Firefly Theatre * Circus-Vaudeville: an 
assortment of death-defying and laughter inducing entertain: 
ment for TWO nights only * Apr 19-14 (8pm) * $20 at 
TicketMaster, TIX on the Square 

FORT MAC La Cité Francophone, 8627 rue Marie-Anne 
Gaboury, 91 St (469-8400/420-1757) « Presented by 
UUniTheatre, by Mare Prescott, directed by Daniel Couroyer # 
A contemporary story, inspired by Albertan realities-newly 


And 


wealthy people and soeiah Q3ps arising from thigertyation_« 
Apr. 12-22, Thu-Sat (Bpm); Apr-15 and 22 (Zpm| * $73 
{adult}/$15 (student) at TIX on the Square. La Librairie Le 
Carrefour, door 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES Mayfield Dinner Theatre (1 
800-651-9804) © A funny, classy, sexy musical with music t y 
Jule Styne and lyrics by Leo Robin. Lorelei Lee 

blonde bombshell, and her street-wise showgirl fri 
Shaw, take @ Vacation cruise through Europe * Aps 


GRANNY GHOST WHISPERER Jubilations Dinner Theatre 
8882-170 Street, WEM (484.2424) © Until Ju 


MAGGIE’S GETTING MARRIED Mayfield 0 
800-661-9804) * A modem, adult comedy by 
Until Apr, 15 © $39-$75 


NO HOLDS BARD-VIVA LAS VERONA Shoctoy Lobby, 
Citadel, 9828-101A Ave * Free Will Players « 
casino, silent auction, cash bar, music and ente 
Apr. 14 (7pm) * $20 (adv) at TIX on the Square, 
OUVER! Citade! 
Musical by Lionel 


workhouse, young Olives 
dealt him by fate. Sold to the loc 
the seamy underworld of Vict 
with a gang of child pickpo 
available at the Citadel Theatre 


PENELOPE VS. THE ALIENS 


A Ave (425-1820/425-21271 * By Chris Bullough a d 
Matsunaga-Turnbull, directed by Tracy Carroll. Wh s 
arrive on Earth, Peneloy s usually afra 

must confront her fe: 


bly to save the world © Apr. 2 
the Citadel Theatre box offic 
TATTERCOATS Fringe 

Barns Westbury Theatre, 103 


English tale produced by Mutt 
young gifl who lives ¥ 
island surrounded by the 
night (7pm) * $16 {ex 


@ Norwood Legion 
11150 - 82 St. Edmonton 


APRIL 12 - APRIL 18, 2007 


wuewemmy 49 


, 


"April 20,2007 |... 


Doors @ 7:30pm 
Show @ 8:00 pm 
$12.00 4 Members $15.00 @ Door 


Buy Ticketst in advance: 
Myhre's Music, Southside Sound, 


Tix On The Square 


Chere Music. Comes to Play! 


JOSEF BRAUN / josof@vueweekly.com 

any a great endeavour has 
M been initiated from nothing 

more than a handful of 
words arranged in some fortuitous 
order awaiting their destiny, a mere 
phrase that encapsulates some as- 
yet-to-be-conceived undertaking. For 
Marsh Murphy, that golden phrase 
went like this: Subterranean Edmon- 
ton Media. 

“| had the phrase just kind of hang- 
ing around in my head for a while,” 
explains Murphy, “along with this 
Stem Cell sort of acronym to go with 
it. But | really wasn’t sure exactly 
what the name should be used for. I 
just knew that I'd had this abiding 
interest in finding some new means 
to bring more exciting, alternative 
moving image work to Edmonton.” 

Eventually Murphy, Executive Direc- 
tor of Metro Cinema, found himself 
casually discussing his three magic 
words at an Art Gallery of Alberta 
event last fall with Alison Turner, Exec- 
utive Director of FAVA, Edmonton's 
Film and Video Arts Society, and Todd 
Janes, Executive Director of Latitude 53 
Contemporary Visual Culture. 

This trio of executifjes swiftly: dis- 
covered that they and Tespective 
organizations, however distinctive 
their mandates, shared a common set 
of desires: to offer Edmontonians an 
opportunity to experience a broader 
array of non-traditional media art, 
works that blur the boundaries of film, 
theatre and visual art, and to show- 
case a diverse breed of underground 
work that’s rarely seen locally. They 


THULAPAZ-SH, APR 4 
STEM CELL: SUBTERRANEAN 


EDMONTON MEDIA 


ARTS FESTIVAL 
METRO CINEMA & LATITUDE 3, 
$5/ EVENT S10 FR 2 VENTS 


subsequently agreed that an ideal way 
to realize these desires was to join 
forces, synthesizing all of their pro- 
gramming expertise, contacts, audi- 
ences and facilities into a single 
project called, you guessed it, Stem 
Cell: Subterranean Edmonton 
Media Arts Festival. 

“The concept of the film festival 
that we at FAVA wanted to do for 
some time now was already centred 
around the idea of celebrating the 
work being produced through media 
arts cooperatives around the coun- 
try,” says Turner. “So our idea 


STETTINETURURS TEESE CEA! 


seemed to fit so well with those of 
Marsh and Todd that it just made 
sense to put them all into a single 
event to give the event more girth 
and presence in the city.” 


THE INAUGURAL STEM CELL FEST, which 
runs Thursday through Saturday (Apr 
12 - 14), moving primarily between Lat- 
itude’s gallery space and Metro's home 
at Zeidler Hall, will consist of three pro- 
grams of short films selected from the 
vast catalogues of film co-ops from 
across Canada, three presentations that 
through three distinct methods fuse 
moving image with live performance, 
the third “season” of Metro TV, our 
local competitive pilot TV program 
event, one installation and (at least) 
two parties. There's also a blog (stem- 
celledmonton.blogspot.com), which 
will feature texts by Stem Cell corre- 
spondents Leslea Kroll and Andrea Pin- 


By, S 


"PERFECT STRANGER / 52 (7 WR) 
THE HERES /54 


heiro commenting on the event as it 
unfolds, providing insight, information 
and evaluation. 

As I write this, the line-up for Stem 
Cell is still being finalized, but among 
the confirmed participating artists, 
Murphy emphasizes his longstanding 
interest in Winnipeg-based media 
artist Daniel Barrow, who'll be pre- 
senting The Face of Everything, a live 
animation work loosely based on the 
presumably exotic life experiences of 
some of Liberace’s most notorious 
boyfriends, a tale that incorporates a 
life-altering journey to Las Vegas and 
questions regarding identity and the 
malleability of one’s physical appear- 
ance. Barrow creates his work by 
drawing directly onto transparencies 
mounted on an overhead projector, 
manipulating the image moment by 
moment as the narrative unfolds. 

“I'm very, very happy to have 


Daniel coming,” says Murphy. "I've 
actually never seen his work per 
formed, I’ve only heard a description 
of his process, but that alone has me 
excited. That’s the case with much of 
the work we're trying to bring here 
Some of these artists are using tech- 
niques you might know from more 
casual circumstances, like back- 
ground visuals for rock bands, but 
generally in such cases there's not a | 
lot of authorial intent, and that’s th 
crucial difference.” 

Other artists presenting work tha| 
incorporates live elements include lan 
Birse and Laura Kavanaugh and 
Edmonton’s own aAron munson, 
who'll be premiering his new piece 
entitled thrU. From Friday through 
Sunday, there will also be an ongoing 
installation from artist Jfry Craig con- 
cerning the late prolific graffiti artis! 
dot.calm. Ww 


Grant and Bergman may be Indiscreet,’ 
but they’re Comedy Gold 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


hen my friend’s parents 
were first mar- 
ried, they went Ww) 


to her maternal grandpar- 
ents for a visit. Crawling 
into bed the first night, they THREES 
were surprised to find that the sheets 
had been sewn together down the 
middle, discouraging the young cou- 
ple from “temptation.” 

My friend always told this story 
with the disclaimer that her grandpar- 
ents were extremely conservative. 
And maybe they were, but there’s 
nothing quite like watching classic 
cinema to gauge just how much times 
have changed. 

Because censors had a serious 
problem with Indiscreet’s (1958) pro- 
tagonists Philip Adams (Cary Grant) 


5) wwew 
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and Anna Kalman (Ingrid Bergman) 
appearing onscreen in bed with each 
other, director Stanley Donen decided 
to sew two scenes together. 

Using the split-screen technique, 
Philip and Anna are side by side but 
with an unmistakable barrier 
between them, and the resulting 
scene, the pair talking on the phone 
with each other before turning in for 
the night in separate beds, ends up 
not only a quaint sign of the times 
but also strangely more intimate 
than the requisite love scenes of 
modern film. 


There are some things that st 
change much, however, and) 
Indiscreet, opening the Edmonton Film : 
Society's latest series Comedy Gold. 
is a romantic comedy through and 
through—the formula for which has 
been around since, at least, Shake 
speare's day. 

When Philip, an American diplomat 
in London, and Anna, a success!\! 
actress in England meet, there is "© 
doubt that they'll soon be inseparable 
Despite the fact he is married, they 
fall in love, and the audience wails [or 
some crazy scene in which Anna and 
Philip's wife meet, but screenw'il*! 
Norman Krasna has a delicious ‘'* 


up his sleeve. a 
‘Based on the Playemmmots also by 
CONTINUES OW NOX 


COMEDY GOLD 


‘own MUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


xrasna (which incidentally means 
vpeautiful” in Czech), director Donen 
manages to allow the film to break 
out of its static stage setting, but not 
without some serious coaxing. The 
first half does drag a bit, but things 
start to really heat up when Anna dis- 
covers that Philip has been hiding 
something very major from her. She 
plans to stick it to him in a decidedly 
memorable way so that he will never 
forget that she is the performer in this 
relationship. 

The chemistry between Grant and 
pergman is unmistakable—she with 
the perfect combination of maturity 
and child-like glee and he with the 
unnerving Suaveness that Ian Flem- 
ing is said to have modelled James 
pond after. 

it's somewhat ironic to watch 
Bergman and Grant act out this sor- 
did tale of extra-marital affairs. Just 
eight years before Indiscreet hit 
screens, Bergman was declared a 
persona non grata on the floor of the 
US Senate because she had an affair 
and a child out of wedlock with Ital- 
jan director Roberto Rossellini while 
she was still married to her first hus- 
band Petter Lindstr6m. She, of 
course, ended up married to 
Rossellini for seven years, but exiled 
herself to Italy in 1950 and didn’t 
make a return to American screens 
until 1956's Anastasia (for which she 
won an Oscar) and didn’t face the 
American public until the 1958 
Academy Awards. 


THE THIRD FILM in the series—Design- 
ing Woman (1957), playing Apr 30— 
features Lauren Bacall, another 
live-life-unapologetically actress. 
(These days, when I think of Bacall, 
| think of her wonderful cameo in an 
episode of The Sopranos, where 
Christopher (Michael Imperioli) 
attacks her for her free celebrity swag. 
{t was a short but brilliant scene, 
which according to Vanity Fair she 
loved doing because she got to say 
fuck"on camera—another sign of the 


for SaptenGae 
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change of times.) 

Bacall plays an ambitious fashion 
designer who falls for Gregory Peck’s 
sportswriter and the pair get married 
quickly, only to find out that “love at 
first sight” doesn’t necessarily trans- 
late into “happily ever after,” €special- 
ly when you add exes and mobsters 
into the mix. 

While Designing Woman is hardly 
revelatory, the film did meet with 
both critical and commercial success. 
Bacall and Peck’s pairing was com- 
pared favourably to the witty banter 
of Katherine Hepburn and Spencer 
Tracy. 

A completely different kind of 
rom-com pairing comes in the form 
of Doris Day and James Garner in 
The Thrill of it All (1963), playing 
May 14. Directed by Canadian Nor- 
man Jewison, the farce follows 
housewife Beverly Boyer (Day) who 
takes a gig doing soap commercials, 
much to the chagrin of her husband 
Gerald (Garner). 

The film, written by Carl Reiner, is 
at its best when it takes comedic jabs 
at fame and the TV-advertising indus- 
try, and it also has a soap-suds-pool 
scene that nearly rivals the one from 
The Party. 

Another screwball comedy near the 
end of the series—Christmas in Con- 
necticut (1945), playing Jun 4—takes 
us through more giant misunder- 
standings, half-truths and lies that 
wait to be discovered. 

Barbara Stanwyck plays Elizabeth 
Lane, posing to be a hard-working 
farm wife for a successful column. 
The problem is, however, that she is 
really a New Yorker who can't boil an 
egg. Things go awry when her editor 
arranges time at her “farm” over 
Christmas for himself and some read- 
ers. Think a borrowed baby, fake hus- 
band and commandeered farm and 
you have all of the ingredients of 
potential disaster (as well as material 
for another 50 years of sitcoms). 

When you take a look at it—this 62- 
year-old film, as well as the other 
seven films in the Comedy Gold 
series—you realize that one thing that 
never changes: half-truths and lies 
can only spell trouble. v 
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NorQuest Practical Nurse graduates have excellent opportunities for 
further specialization in the health-care field! 
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SUBTERRANEAN EDMONTON 
MEDIA ARTS FESTIVAL 


APRIL 12-14TH 


The Sub-Terranean Edmonton Media Arts Festival is a three-day festival in April show- 
casing the works of independent media artists from across Canada. 


The STEM CELL Film Festival highlights works from film, video, and media arts co-ops 
across the country. These short films show Thursday and Saturday at Metro Cinema. 


Other events include: 
Live Audio-Video performance by Daniel Barrow, Installations by Ian Birse, Laura 
Kavanaugh, and Jfry Craig, Metro by, aDemod, and much more... 


Thursday: Metro Cinema 

A fee party at Velvet Underground 
Friday: Laide 35 
Saturday: - Metro Cinema, after party at FAVA 


FAVA = (Ga LATITUDES: WME Qty See 


Visit the website for details and schedule. 
www.stemcelledmonton.org 


Far from Perfect, Stranger 
is enjoyable nonetheless 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 


okay thrillers as Confidence 
and Fear. 

Halle Berry plays Rowe- THISIS OK 
na, a New York reporter known for 
exposing the scandals of important 
people. She operates like a CIA agent; 
a male moniker hides her identity in 
print as she weasels her way into the 
office of an anti-gay, gay senator. 
Unfortunately he is endorsed by her 


publication. So Rowena’s big story is . 


buried, and she is fired. 

Before she can even get home to 
sulk, old Philly friend Grace (Nicki 
Aycox) tracks her down with another 
exposé. Grace has been having an 
affair with advertising mogul Harrison 
Hill (Bruce Willis), and she hands over 
the emails to prove it. But it’s too 
domestic for Rowena’s career. Plus 
she owes Grace nothing since “that 
bitch” stole her boyfriend. 

When Grace’s mutilated body 
shows up in a morgue, however, 


Rowena is magnetized to the mystery. 


She changes her name to Katherine 
Pogue and before you can say “cur- 
riculum vitae” she gets an internship 
at H2A, the largest advertising firm in 


~ <the-world. 


With her buddy Miles (Giovanni 


Lookinc For A Mote. Were You Can REST IN PEACE? 


At the Pinewood Motel we feature: 
* Free Movies ¢ A Staff That’s Up To Snuff + Killer Views 


For Reservations Please Call 


1-888-9-VACANCY 


(Toll Free) 
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FIND OUT WHY EVERYONE IS DYING TO STAY HERE! 
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Stranger is an okay movie — 
y okay director James 
Foley, known for such ¢) 


- <dialogue). Does it make sense? It's hard 


F second time, whict 


PANG 
ERFECT STRANGER 
DIRECTED BY JAMES FOLEY 
WRITTEN BY O00 KOMARIK, 
JOWBOKENAMP 
STARRING HALLE BERRY BRUCE WILLIS, 
BIOVANN! RIBS RICAHADPORTHOW 


Ribisi), who wants to be much more 
than buddies, she penetrates Mr Hill's 
secret life, willing to let him penetrate 
her in return. She plays the coy intern 
until he seduces her, meanwhile tak- 
ing another name, "rocketgirl,” to 
tease him via chatline. But how far 
can you play a suspected murderer 
before he plays you? 


I THINK IT’S SAFE to say that Halle 
Berry is no longer trying. At first | 
thought she was playing it melodra 

matically because her character was 
drunk and stressed) but as she 
sobered, I realized this performance is 
deliberately phoned in so Berry can 
return to the US Weekly article about 
her. It’s true that her career is predicat- 
ed on Hollywood pap, but after Mon- 
Ster’s Ball, audiences became aware of 
her acting potential. Stranger does 
nothing to reinforce that memory. 

__ Bruce Willis is engaging enough as 
the infatuating and intimidating big 
boss man, but Ribisi radiates 

Unchanged from his previous roles, 
Ribisi is basically himself with new 
lines. It’s unlikely he'll ever find him 

self switching jobs with the Bruce 
Willis type, as he is like-a nervous and 
uncool Christopher Walken—a chat- 
acter in and of himself. 

Perfect Stranger’s script could have 
been harvested for a TV Movie of the 
Week, but it’s too provocative for tele 
vision. And the cadaver’s remains art 
too much, even for CSI. Just as easily’ 
it could have been a B-movie, only it 
looks too good and the.actors are (00 
famous. So, naturally, it becomes 4 
cheesy but entertaining thriller wort! 
seeing in a second-run theatre. 

It twists the climax three times, each 


THRILLER 


time exchanging antagonists. The 
__ finale is un-foreshadowed (even if they 


to convince us with a relay of said 
iddied 


mend. v 


_ LL tA N CE Nee 
ATLANTIS 


| AGREED a omar EXPERIENCE THE PHENGMENON 
, a Peter Travers, Roftine Stone 


THIS TOUR-DE-FORCE GETS YOU — 
HIGH ON MOVIES AGAIN! ~— 


It's the war cry of two rebels out to restore rude, crude vitality to a 
cookie-cutter film industry. Rich, juicy chunks of bravado, camaraderie, 
sex talk and pop-culture’ 


THIS SEXY ACTION-PACKED FILM IS AN AWFUL LOT OF FUN! 


‘IT WILL LEAVE YOU LAUGHING, 
GASPING, THRILLED AT A MOVIE 
THAT KNOWS HOW TO PUT THE 

BAD BACK IN BADASS!” 


oven, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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IN THEATRES FRIDAY, APRIL 20TH! 


NOW PLAYING! CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES 


“DOESN T LET GO EVEN AFTER THE FINAL 


TWIST. 
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THE TRUTH WILL SURFACE 


THE LIVES 
OF OTHERS 


NERSMARCK 


SHARKWATER 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:00 PM NIGHTLY 6:50 AND 9:20 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:30 PM SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 
‘RATED 148 


VISIT US ON LINE @ 


+FAV 


RATED PG. DeSTUREORE CONTENT 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


metroeaiieyy: 
[CT NTE (MA) 


| EDMONTON 
FESTIVAL 


ih rT INNING TINS & MORE IFO G0 10 
STEMCELLEDMONTON.ORG 
BUEVES ARE SG FOR OVE EVEVE SIO FOR THO 


STEM CELL FILM FEST| THE FACE OF 


WORLD PREMIERE OF 
EVERYTHING 


nee th) 


works by i 


Kelley boleN, hag re & Pecforaied ii 


weer esoeeeeese 


lanBirse and Laura DANIEL BARROW 
METRO TV 


SATURDAY «ax 9PM 


Edmonton's onlg LIVE INDIE TY RETWIORK featuring 
‘g the best aad worst short films ever created in Edmonton 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates: with the support of: 


Canada Council 
for the Arts 


Conseil des Arts 
du Canada 
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JOSEF BRAUN / jose{@vueweekly.com 
here’s this moment in The 
Heiress (1949) that, 
even after having 
already seen the film and 
knowing perfectly well 
where it’s going, never fails TIS EENS 
to strike me as kind of magically sus- 
pended in time, one of those moments 
underlined by ambiguity, strangeness 
and near-palpable tension. 

Tall and lean, Morris Townsend 
(Montgomery Clift) sits perched con- 
spicuously before the tiny piano, hav- 
ing just played an unabashedly loaded 
rendition of “Plaisir d'amour” for 
Catherine Sloper (Olivia de Havilland), 
the acutely shy doctor’s daughter he’s 
trying to woo. He swiftly moves closer 
to her, making his intentions increéas- 
ingly overt, yet Catherine, her orb-like 
eyes fixed with fear, seems temporari- 
ly frozen in place, with only her ear- 
rings bobbing in the stillness of this 
vast, silent room. 

"The joys of love are but a moment 
long,” so the song languidly portents, 
while “the pain of love endures the 
whole life long.” The couple is young, 
their romance younger still. Left 
unmolested by the wisdom of elders, | 
can’t help but wonder what shape it 
might have taken. 

But The Heiress, based on Augustus 
and Ruth Goetz’s play, which itself 
was based on Henry James's Washing- 
ton Square, isn't drawn in the favour 
of romantic adventure but of familial, 
societal and gender restrictions. Or 
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THE WIND TH THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY 


50 AND 9:10 PM 
sara TSU Sun Ma ‘MATINEE 200 2:00 PM 
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NOW ON OVD 


THE HEIRESS 

DIRECTED BY WILLIAM WYLER 

WRITTEN BY AUGUSTUS GOETZ AUTH GOETZ 
STARRING OLIVA DEHAVILLAND 
MONTGOMERY CLF, RALPH RICHARDSON, 
MIRIAM HOPKINS 


maybe that’s too schematic a reading. 
Perhaps, in essence, it’s really just a 
matter of chance. Either way, what 
we're ultimately dealing with here is 
the abiding ache of stripped illusions. 

Directed by William Wyler, The 
Heiress is something of a forgotten 
gem, only now available on DVD. I 
first encountered it as part of a pres- 
entation screenwriter George Toles 
gave at the Cinematheque Ontario 
about objects in movies. 


TOLES’S CHOICE OF The Heiress to 


illustrate his thesis was an inspired 
one, those pendulous earrings being 
but one example of the talismanic 
accoutrements helping to shape this 
film. Dance cards and top hats, a 
photo of a dead beauty we never 
see, gloves that shift from being 
objects of longing to evidence of a 
crime, a hand-held lamp that illumi- 
nates a dark, deserted staircase: all 
of these are wound elegantly and 
subtly into the fabric of Wyler’s 
swiftly paced film. 

Set in New York in the 1840s, The 
Heiress is characterized by a peculiar- 
ly comic pathos. Catherine is a disap- 
pointment to Austin (Ralph 
Richardson), her widower father, sus- 


DRAMA 


picious of any man who'd court a 


woman so devoid of poise but so , 


well-endowed financially. Yet Cather 
ine’s considerable awkwardness is so 
sympathetically embodied by de Hav 
illand, an actress who seems able to 
appear beguiling or homely by force 
of sheer will. Here, with her rigid 
smile, severe hair, fumbling hands 
and naked desire to please, she gives 
a tremendously focused, painfully 
funny performance, for which she 
won the Oscar. 
Clift seems the least appropriately 
cast here, yet he too contributes to the 
film’s condensation of theme, not to 
mention its complicated distributior 
of culpability. It’s hard to say who the 
bad guy is in The Heiress. Js it Austin, 
meddling in the affairs of an unloved 
daughter? Is it the ingratiating Morris 
whose intentions are corrupted by the 
promise of financial advance? Is \| 
Aunt Lavinia (Miriam Hopkins), 5: 
oppressive in her matchmaking? Or 's 
it Catherine, the ostensible victim, so 
dismally naive as to be a hopeless 


case in matters beyond her habitual , 


embroidery? It’s to the film’s credil 
that any or maybe all of the abov 
feels true. 

Inevitably, Wyler's realization prob 
ably doesn’t quite compare to the 
masterful level of emotional delicacy 
found in James’s source novel, bul 
mercilessly pared down and re-imag 
ined through the idiosyncrasies 0! 
marvelous cast, it takes on a unique 
enigmatic grace of its own, and 
deserves to be rediscovered. v 


P: 780.429.1671 


SUBTERRANEAN EDMONTON MEDIA ARTS FESTIVAL 


APRIL 12-141Tx 


DANIEL BARROW, IAN BIRSE AND LAURA KAVANAUGH, JERY CRAIG, 
FILMS FROM MEDIA ARTS CO-OPS ACROSS CANADA 


EDMONTON'S MEDIA ARTS FESTIVAL including THE STEM CELL 
ARTIST TALKS, INSTALLATIONS, LIVE PERFORMANCES, BND METRO TV'S THIRD EPISODE 


Q'S" & cox SS BE SR A ite: 


FILM FESTIVAL 


W: WWW.FAVA.CA 
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s 


FAVA IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ARTIST RUN RESOURCE CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT MEDIA ARTISTS. 


INFO@FAVA.CA 


e of a serial killer living 
ring Bobbys Shia 


ar in Arabesque 
onen’ 's steaming roman- 
ith a cold side dish of 
Nikodym’s review 
BEATA MUSEUM; MON, APR 16 


tions from Brent 
ason Ludwig, Antho- 
t Man in the World), 
id four new episodes 
est flatscreen TV in 
con. ZEIDLER HALL, THE 


=" 
i GER Halle Berry (MMon- 
|} digs up the dirt on Bruce Willis 
érindhouse) in Confidence director 
ames Foley's tale of murder and media 
intrigue. Read Omar Mouallem’s review 
pn page 52. 


STEM CELL FILM FESTIVAL The Subter- 
anean Edmonton Media Arts Fest is a 
ight in the dark for a collection of short 
mixed medium animation, presented as a 
ollaborative effort by Metro Cinema, Lat- 
itude 53 and FAVA. Read Josef Braun's 
icle on page 50. ZEIDLER HALL THE CITADEL; 
HU, APR 12 (7PM), SAT, APR 14 (3PM & SPM) 


Kate Beckinsale (Underworld) 
ind Kevin Dunigan (Distracted) try to 
lodge death in Kontrol! director Nimrod 
intal’s thriller. 


Ah 


FA ALM FESTIVAL As an 
innual tribute u legendary paddler Bill 
/ason, Waterwalker draws inspiration 
fom the canoeing artist on one of his 
djourns on Lake Superior. ZEIDLER HALL, THE 
IADEL; TUE, APR 17 


All showtimes are subject to change at 
any time. Please contact theatre for con- 
firmation. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) Fri-Sat 7:00, 
9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Fri-Sat 7:00, 
9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00. 


| CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12_| 
Cinema 12: 3693-99 St. 463-5451. 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Sat-Sun 11°10; 
Dally 1:30, 4:00, 7:05, 9:50; Fri-Sat late show 
12:15; Kids Kabin Fever: 1:30 


I THINK 1 LOVE MY WIFE (14A, coarse sexu- 
al language) Sat-Sun 11:40; Daily 2:10, 5:15, 
7:50, 10:15; Fri-Sat late show 12:30 


BLACK SNAKE MOAN (184) Sat-Sun 11:00; 
Dally 1:25, 4:25, 6:55, 9:20; Fri-Sat late show 
11:45 

THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory 
scenes) Sat-Sun 11:45; Daily 2:00, 4:35, 7:40, 
10:10; Fri-Sat late show 12:25 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Sat-Sun 
11:35; Dally 2:05, 7:10 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (14A, brutal violence, not 
Suitable for children) Dally 4:30, 9:45; Fri-Sat 
late show 12:10 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat-Sun 10:50; Dally 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 
9:30; Fri-Sat late show 12:00 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLE (G) Sat-Sun 
11:05; Dally 1:05, 3:10, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45; Fri- 
Sat late show 12:05 


LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (18A, gory 
scenes) Sat-Sun 10:55; Dally 1:40, 4:10, 7:00, 
9:35; Fri-Sat late show 12:00 


THE QUEEN (PG) Sat-Sun 11:30; Daily 1:50, 
4:20, 7:25, 10:05; Fri-Sat late show 12:15 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children) Sat-Sun 11:20; 
Daily 1:45, 5:00, 7:35, 10:00; Fri-Sat late show 
12:20 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence, disturbing 
content) Daily 9:40 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 1:55, 
4:45, 715 


CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Sat-Sun 11:25; Dally 
4:15, 7:20 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 
1:35, 9:25; Fri-Sat late show 11:50 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Sat-Sun 11:35; 


Daily 2:00, 4:35, 7:35, 10:00; Fri-Sat late show 
12:15; Kids Kabin Fever: 2: 


1 THINK I LOVE MY WIFE (144, coarse sexu- 
‘al language) Sat-Sun 11:40; Dally 2:10, 4:50, 
7-A0, 10:05; Fri-Sat late show 12;20 

BLACK SNAKE MOAN (18) Sat-Sun 10:55; 


Dally 1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:35; Fri-Sat late show 
11:50 


THE NUMBER 23 (14A, violence, gory 
scenes) Sat-Sun 11:25; Daily 1:55, 4:50, 7:25, 
9:40; Fri-Sat late show 12:15 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (144, brutal violence, not 
suitable for children) Sat-Sun 11:10; Dally 1:35, 
4:25, 7:10, 9:45; Fri-Sat late show 12:05 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184, gory 
scenes) Dally 1:20, 6:55; Fri-Sat late show 
11:30 

ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLE (G) Sat-Sun 
11:30; Dally 2:05, 4:55 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom- 
mended tor young children) Sat-Sun 11:20; 
Daily 1:45, 4:40, 7:15, 9:45; Fri-Sat late show 
11:55 

BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence, disturbing 
content) Dally 3:50, 9:15 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Sat- 
‘Sun 11:05; Daily 1:50, 4:20, 7:20, 9:55; Fri-Sat 
late show 12:05 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 1:30, 
4:30, 7:05, 9:25; Fri-Sat lata show 11:40 


‘STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarss language) 
Dally 7:30, 9:50; Fri-Sat late show 12:10 


(CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Sat-Sun 11:00; Dally 
4:45, 9:20 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Sat-Sun 
11:00; Daily 1:15, 6:45; Fri-Sat late show 
12:00 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse language, mature 


themes) Sat-Sun 10:50; Dally 1:25, 4:05, 6:50, 
9:30; Fri-Sat late show 11:55 


10200-4102 Ave 421-7020 
PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Daily 1:20, 3:50, 
7:00, 9:50 
BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 1:10, 
3:40, 7:20, 9:40 
PATHFINDER (18) Daily 1:30, 4:00, 7:10, 
9:30 
GRINDHOUSE (18A, gory scenes, brutal 
‘scanes) Dally 12:30, 4:30, 8:30 
REIGN OVER ME (14A, mature theme, coarse 
language) Daily 12:35 


THE HOAX (14A, coarse language) Dally 3:15, 
6:45, 9:25 


300 (184, gory scenes) Daily 12:40, 3:20, 6:40 
SHOOTER (18A) Daily 9:15 


THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes) Daily 
1:40, 4:20, 7:40, 10:00 


DISTURBIA (144) Daily 1:00, 4;10, 7:30, 
10:00 


THE NAMESAKE (PG) Daily 12:50, 3:30, 
6:30, 9:10 


REVIEW 
4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
SHOOTER (184) Dally 9:15 


FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Fri-Sun 1:30, 3:55, 
6:30; Mon-Thu 3:55, 6:30 


THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes) Fri- 
Sun 2:30, 4:40, 7:40, 10:00; Mon-Thu 4:40, 
7:40, 10:00 


TMNT (PG) Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:30; Mon-Thu 4:30 
300 (184, gory scenes) Dally 6:30, 9:30. 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (6) Fri-Sun 2:00, 
4:40, 7:00, 9:20; Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:00, 9:20 


ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Fri-Sun 1:00, 3:35, 
6:50, 9:05; Mon-Thu 3:35, 6:50, 9:05 


PATHFINDER (18A) Fri-Sun 12:55, 3:25, 6:40, 
9:00; Mon-Thu 3:25, 6:40, 8:00. 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) Fri-Sun 
1:40, 4:00, 7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:30, 
9:50 

DISTURBIA (14A) Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 
9:40; Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:20, 9:40 


GRINDHOUSE (184, gory scenes, brutal 
scanes) Fri-Sun 12:45, 4:35, 8:30; Mon-Thu 
8:30, 4:35 

PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Fri-Sun 1:10, 
4:00, 7:15, 9:55; Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:15, 9:55 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Fri 3:45, 7:00, 
9:50; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:45, 7:00, 9:50; Mon- 
Thu 7:00, 9:50. 


DISTURBIA (14A) Fri 3:55, 7:10, 9:45; Sat- 
‘Sun 12:55, 3:55, 7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:10, 
9:45 

GRINDHOUSE (18A, gory scenes, brutal 
scenes) Fri 5:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 5:00, 
9:00; Mon-Thu 7:35 

FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Fri 3:40, 6:30; Sat 
Sun 12:40, 3:40, 6:30; Mon-Thu 6:30 


THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes) Fri 
3:35, 7:25, 9:55; Sat-Sun 12:35, 3:35, 7:25, 
9:55; Mon-Thu 7:25, 9:55 

ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Fri 4:00, 6:35, 9:25; 
‘Sat-Sun 1:05, 4:00, 6:35, 9:25; Mon-Thu 6:35, 
9:25 

BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) Fri 3:30, 
6:45, 9:15; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:30, 6:45, 9:15; 
Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:15 

MEET THE ROBINSONS (6) Fri 4:15, 7:05, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
7:05, 9:35 


900 (1BA. gory scenes) Daily 9:20 


WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Fri 3:50, 7:30, 
10:00; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:50, 7:30, 10:00; Mon- 


Thu 7:30, 10:00 


SHOOTER (18A) Fri-Sun 3:25, 6:50, 9:40; 
lon-Thu 6:50, 9:40 


TMNT (PG) Sat-Sun 1:10 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
THE WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY 


(144, violence, coarse language) Daily 6:50, 
9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 
2250 Calaary Trail, 436-6977 


ZODIAC (14A, violence) Fri Mon-Thu 7:30; 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:15, 7:30 


THE REAPING (14A. frightening scenes) Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 7:05, 
9:35 

THE HOST (14A, frightening scenes, violence, 
subtitled) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:25; Sat-Sun 
1:05, 3:55, 6:45, 9:25 


THE LAST MIMZY (PG, may fnghten young 


children) Fri Mon-Thu 7:10; Sat-Sun 1:15, 
$35, 710 


GHOST RIDER (14A) Daily 9:30 


BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG, may frighten 
young children) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20; Sat- 
Sun 1:30, 3:45, 7:00, 9:20 


SHAKALAKA BOOM BOOM (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children, subtitled) Fri-Sat 
Mon-Thu 8:45; Sun 3:30, 8:45 


THE LOOKOUT (14A, coarse language) Fri 
Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 4:40, 4:10, 7:15, 
9:45 

THE HILLS HAVE EYES 2 (184, brutal vio- 
lenos, gory scenes) Fri Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:05, 7:20, 9:40 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Albert, 458-9822 


ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Dally 1:10, 3:10, 
5:05, 7:05, 8:55 

FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Daily 12:55, 3:05, 
7:00 

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES (PG) 
Dally 6:15 

300 (18A, gory scenes) Daily 9:10 

BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 


recommended for young children) Daily 1:30, 
9:25, 5:20, 7:25, 9:25 


PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Daily 1:00, 3:00, 
$00, 7:10, 9:15 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Daily 1:15, 3:30, 
5:30, 7:30, 9:20 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
suitable for young children) Dally 6:55, 9:15; 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:15 


GRINDHOUSE (184, gory scenes, brutal 
scenes) Daily 7:20; Sat-Sun 1:30 


THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes) Daily 
7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1;00, 3:25 


PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Daily 7:00, 9:25; 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:25 


DISTURBIA (14A) Daily 6:50, 9:05; Sat, Sun, 
Tue 1:55 

BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 7:00, 
9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:05 

WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not rec- 
ommended for young children) Daily 6:55, 
9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 

ARE WE DONE YET (6) Daily 7:0, 9:15; Sat, 
‘Sun, Tue 2:10 

GRINDHOUSE (18A, gory scenes, brutal vio- 
lence) Daily 7:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:50 


MAGIC ERN-SPRUCE GROVE 

205 Main St, Spruce Grove, 972-2332 
MEET THE ROBINSON'S (G) Dally 7:00, 
9:00; Sat, Sun 1:00, 3:00 


‘STEM CELL FILM FEST (STC) Sat 3:09, 


7,00; Fri 8:00 (STEM Cel: Latitude 53) 
METRO TV: SEASON 3 (STC) Sat 9:00 


WATERWALKER FILM FESTIVAL (STC) Tue 
7:00 


YOUTHWRITE: THE MOVIE (STC) Thu 7:00 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
DEAD SILENCE (14A, frightening scenes) Fri 
4:30, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:30, 6:50, 
9:10; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:10 
THE ASTRONAUT FARMER (PG) Fri 4:20, 
6:40, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 6:40, 9:00; 
Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:00 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (144, brutal violence, not 
frecommended for children, subtitled) Fri Mon- 
Thu 6:30, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 
9:20 


BREACH (PG, coarse language) Fri Mon-Thu 
7,00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:15, 7:00, 9:35 


DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse language, mature 
themas) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
12:40, 3:30, 6:45, 9:30 


EPIC MOVIE (14) Fri 4:50, 7:30, 9:40; Sat- 
Sun 12:45, 2:45, 4:50, 7:30, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
7,30, 9:40 


THE MESSENGERS (1 4A. frightening scenes) 
Fri 5:00, 7:20, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:10, 5:00, 
7:20, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:00 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (/°G, not recom: 
Mended for young children) Fri 4:40, 7:10, 
9:50; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:40, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
7:10, 9:50 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 137th Avenue, 732-2229 
PATHFINDER (184) Dally 2:00, 5:10, 8:00, 
10:40 


DISTURBIA (14A) Daily 1:40, 4:50, 7:40, 
10:30 

PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Fri-Mon Wed: 
Thu 12:50, 3:20, 7:15, 10:00; Tue 3:30, 7:1 
10:00; Star and Strollers screening: Tue 1:00 


GRINDHOUSE (158A, gory scenes, brutal 
scenes) Dally 1:20, 6:30, 9:20 


THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes) Dally 
2:10, 5:15, 7:45, 10;10 


FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Fri-Mon Wed-Thu 
1:00, 3:50; Tue 3:50; Star and Strollers sx 
ing: Tue 1:00 


roe 


ARE WE DONE YET? (() Daily 12:20, 2:40, 
5:00, 7:20, 9:45 

BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 12:30, 
3:00, 5:20, 7:50, 9:10, 10:15 

MEET THE ROBINSONS (6) Daily 12:00, 
2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:40 


TMNT (PG) Dally 12:10, 2:15, 4:30, 6:50 
SHOOTER (18A) Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:30, 10:20 


REIGN OVER ME (144, mature theme, coarse 
language) Dally 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:50 
PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 6:30, 
8:45 

300 (18A, gory scenes) Dally 1:20, 4:10, 7:35, 
10:35 

WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not rec 


ommended for young children) FrisSun Tue-Thu 
1:50, 4:20, 7:10, 9:30; Mon 1:50, 4:20, 9:30 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 
SHARKWATER (PG, disturbing content) Daily 
7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:30 
THE LIVES OF OTHERS (14A) Dally 6:50, 
920; Sat-Sun 2:00 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 
444-2400 
PERFECT STRANGER (14A, Digital) Dally 
12:10, 4:10, 7:15, 10:15 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
recommended for young children, Digital) Daily 
12:30, 3:00, 5:20, 7:45, 10:25 


GRINDHOUSE (18A gory scenes, brulal 
scenes, Digital) Daily 12:00, 5:00, 9:30 


DISTURBIA (14A, Digital) Daily 12:50, 4:25, 


7:30, 10:30 


300: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (184A gory 
Scenes, Digital, imax) Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 
9:45 

THE REAPING (14A, frightening scenes, 
Digital) Daily 12:40, 9:30, 7:40, 10: 


300 (1BA, gory so 
4:30, 7:50, 10:45 


728, Digital) Daily 1:20, 


ARE WE DONE YET? (G, Digital) Daily 1:50, 
4:15, 6:50, 8:20 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (6, Digital) De 
1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:50 


FIREHOUSE DOG (PG, Digital) Dally 1:1c 


SHOOTER (18A. Digital) Fri-Tus Thu 3:40 
7:25, 10:20; Wed 3:40, 10:20 
WILD HOGS (PG. © 
ommended for young children, 
Thu 12:20, 3:10, 7:10, 1 
3:10, 10;00 


):00; Wed 1 


REIGN OVER ME (14, mature theme, coarse 
language, Digital) Daily 9:40 


TMNT (PG, Digital) Fri-Tus Thu 12:15, 2:20, 
4:45, 7-20; Wed 12:15, 2:30, 7:20 


PATHFINDER (18A, Digital) Dally 1:20, 4:40, 
8:00, 10:40 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 


PATHFINDER ('8A) Dally 1 
10:45 


40, 5:00, 8:00, 


PERFECT STRANGER (1 4A) Fri-Mon 
Thu 12:45, 
10:00 Star and Strollers sc: 


3:50, 7:10, 10:00; Tue 3: 
weaning; Tue 1:00 
DISTURBIA (14A) Dally 1:30, 4:40, 7:45 
10:20 

GRINDHOUSE (184, gory scene 


Daily 12:00, 2:00, 


FIREHOUSE DOG (PG) Fr\-! 
12:10, 3:30, 6:30; Tue 3: 


Strollers s 


30, 6:30; 


meaning: Tue 1:00 


ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Daily 12 
6:45, 9:45 


50, 3:10, 


BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
reeommendad for young children) Dally 12:15 
2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15 


MEET THE ROBINSONS (G) Daily 1:00, 3:45, 


7:00, 9:40 

TMNT (PG) Daily 12:20, 2:40, 4:50, 7:15, 9:30 
SHOOTER (184A) Dally 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 10:30 
AMAZING GRACE (PG) Daily 12:30, 3:20, 


6:40, 9:20 


REIGN OVER ME (14A, mature theme, « 
language) Dally 12:40, 3:40, 6:50, 10:15 


SHARKWATER (PG, disturbing content) Daily 
9:10 


PREMONITION (PG, frightening scenes, not 


recommended for young children) Fri-Wed 


1:50, 4:15, 7:40, 10:10; Thu 1:50, 4:15, 6:30 
300 (18A, gory scans) Daily 1:45, 4:45, 7 
10:40 

WILD HOGS (PG, coarse language, not rec 


ommended for young children) Daily 1:10. 
4;10, 7:20, 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


recommended for young children) 


7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 7 


THE REAPING (144, tric 
Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:35; Sai 
9:35 


PERFECT STRANGER (144) Fri Mon-Thu 
6:5 25; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3.30, 6:50, 9-25 


GRINDHOUSE (158A, gory 


scenes) Fri Mon-Thu 8:10; Sai 12:30, 
4:15, 8:10 


(1) 780-352-3922 
BLADES OF GLORY (PG, crude content, not 
suitable for young children) Dally 6:55, 9:15; 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:15 
GRINDHOUSE (18A. gory scenes, brutal 
soanes) Daily 7:20; Sat-Sun 1:30 


ARE WE DONE YET? (G) Daily 6:55, 9:30; 
Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:20 


PERFECT STRANGER (14A) Daily 7:00, 9:25) 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:25 
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John Wort Hannam puts his 
good ol’ boys in a Two-Bit Suit 


MARY CHRISTA O°KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
{ Tiind solace in the fact that I’m 
| ES blocks away from every- 
thing in Fort MacLeod—grocery 
store, liquor store, postal office. I look 
west and see the Porcupine Hills.” 

You can tell a lot about a man by 
his priorities, and John Wort Han- 
nam has his down: food, beer, mail 
and breathtaking scenery. The Fort 
also confers certain survival advan- 
tages, such as overall cheapness and 
a town full of characters, vital to his 
absolute top priority—songwriting. 

“| have this dream where | sit in 
my house writing songs and people 
come and slip $100 under the door 
and | give them a song,” Hannam 
laughs. “It’s my favourite part of the 
artistic process, sitting alone and 
writing.” 

He seems good at it, racking up 
recognitions in a career that only 
spans four years, including a 2005 
CBC Galaxie Rising Star Award, and 
Canadian Folk Music Awards and 
Western Canadian Music Awards 
nominations. 

His newly released third album 
should propel him towards further 
honours and opportunities. Two-Bit 
Suit confirms Hannam’s niche as a 
kind of prairie Springsteen, docu- 
menting the Everyday of the work- 
ing-class Everyman. Over 11 tracks, 
he makes rash and grand promises 
of a better future to his lovers and 
puts himself in the work boots of 
soldiers, coal miners, farmers, bar- 
goers and gold panners 

“I vividly remember seeing 21- 
year old Billy Bragg on this precursor 
to MuchMusic,” Hannam recalls. “It 
was his first Canadian tour and he’s 
got this Fender and there's all this 
distortion and he’s singing with his 
not-so-great voice really passionate- 
ly about union busting. And I was, 
‘whoa—I've never heard music 
before, not like this.’” 

Of course, he’d heard music 
before—Hannam’s emotive cashmere 
tenor is a grown-up version of what- 
ever he had as a boy, when he sang in 
the Calgary Boys Choir. He also 
admits to hearing a bit of Celtic music 
in his youth, an influence felt in a 
handful of his songs. But mostly it 
was AM radio, and Hannam’‘s teenage 
mind was blown by Billy Bragg. 

“Il was excited about these genres 
I didn't even know existed,” he says. 
“The narrative style was what | liked, 
so when I started writing, I fell into 
that naturally.” 


MUSICALLY, THE SKELETONS of tran- 


nam’s songs are hybrids of western- 


SAT,APR 14 (7:30 PM) 
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tinged, rootsy folk. His instrumenta- 
tion choices are less conventional, 
and Two-Bit Suit is stuffed with the 
influence and aural textures of Van- 
couver-based producer/multi-instru- 
mentalist/roots guru Steve Dawson, 
(Two-Bit Suit is the first of Hannam’s 
records to be released on Dawson’s 
Black Hen label.) Hannam’s narra- 
tive prowess and willingness to 
stretch genre boundaries are com- 
plemented by Dawson's craftsman- 
like approach to music making. 

“Steve has this magical studio 
with every kind of instrument in 
there, and he’s proficient on every 
single one,” Hannam states. “I find 
being in the studio nerve-wracking, 
but this was my most comfortable 
experience.” 

He's slightly apologetic about a 
lack of straightforward descriptors 


q 


APRIL 12 - APRIL 18, 2007 


about his work. “The problem is, I 
like so much music that different 


genres sneak themselves in. And 
being in the prairies, based in a rural 
area, that’s where the Country & 
Western feeling comes from. It’s 
everywhere here.” 

As are the stories, which is part of 
why Hannam calls it home. Two-Bit 
Suit even has a homage to the place, 
a sun-dappled slice of southern 
Albertacana framed around a bicker- 
ing small town couple. 

“Damn it Gwenivere' is me trying 
to capture little bitty snapshots of 
Fort MacLeod. | don’t own a truck, 
but there are bar fights here over 
whether your truck is a Dodge or 
Chevy. Rosie’s Café doesn’t really 
exist, except in my imagination, but 
there actually is a place where the 
old war vets gather and talk about 
the weather and news and WWII.” 

And when he's at home, all that 
inspiration is only a couple blocks 
away from Hannam: the grocery 
store, the liquor store and the postal 
office. v 
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1) BLACK LABEL SOCIETY /'59 | 
AZEDA BOOTH / 63. (j 


ROB SZABO / 65 


When you're the 


Reason, Things 
Couldn't be Better 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 
t the very first show that 
Aizniers the Reason ever 
played, vocalist/keyboardist 
Adam White rocked so hard he 
ended up with stitches, 

“I tripped and fell during our last 
song,” White begins. “Then I got 
back up and finished the song. It was 
gross, like a horror movie, blood all 
over. After the show, I was rushed to 
the hospital. That was the night our 
label came out to see us. I didn’t do it 
on purpose, but it worked enough to 
get their attention.” 

Since its inception, the band has 
released an EP (Problems Associated 
with Running) and two full-lengths 
(Ravenna, Things Couldn't be Better), 
and has seen the video for “This is 
Just the Beginning” enjoy regular 
rotation on MuchMusic. 
Coincidentally, it just so happens 
that videos are very much on White’s 
mind. 

“You'll be the first to know that we 
got a video grant for a second video 
today!” he exclaims. “We'd been 
stressing about where we were 
going to come up with the money for 
another video, because we kind of 
need another one!” 


THE REASON’S MUSICAL STYLE has 


evolved over the last two years, with 
the band maturing and leaving 
behind its more aggressive tenden- 
cies in favour of more refined melod- 
ic vocals, keyboard undertones and 
undeniably catchy songs. The Rea- 
son's latest album, Things Couldn't 
Be Better, is a distinct departure from 
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their previous album. 

“Ravenna was a lot more aggre 
sive,” admits White. “It’s just a co 
fusing record for a lot of peop 
because it just came from a lot of dif 
ferent parts of the band. We'd go! 
through a lot of different members 
well. There's screaming, like a 0 
it’s heavier. 

"| didn't feel like screaming any 
more,” he continues. “There are '¢ 
negative songs on Ravenna, lik 
‘Fuck you man!’ We were mé 
about a lot of stuff then. We're "° 
really mad about anything anymor§ 
We're chillin’ now. Lots of stuli "2 
affected us negatively, but instead ¢ 
getting upset, we realize that (hing 
couldn't be better.” 

White says that the bat 
approached the latest album with 
master plan, writing all new ™mal 
rial for the record. The music'¢ 
drew from the experiences thet 
them to where they are today, ¢ 
Things Couldn't Be Better is the “ 
mination of two years of pass!” 
ate work. 

“It took so long to write a 
record,” White finishes. “It’s 4 '" 
that it’s out, ‘cause then you ‘ 
move on to the next step, wha'« 
that is. You can think about tou" 
your live show and not about Ww"! 
songs for awhile." vw 


to a national band, 
was going to challenge 
crown, singer-songwriter 
would surely be near 
contenders. 

finnipeg, where he also 
‘mative years, Kroeker 
onton to complete an 
gy degree—where his 
on Canadian singer-song- 
re he finally settled in 
kick-start his music 


a part of it. Even 
ough he lives on the West Coast, 
ker spends a good amount of his 
,e writing songs for Toronto 
ists, but he didn’t really cement 
_cross-Canadian appeal until early 
s year. His duet with Québécois 
nerstar Dany Bédar—"Déja Vu,” 
m his latest album, Closer to the 
e—landed him on the number 
ie spots for both video and single 
Québec, making him one of a very 
number of English Canadians— 
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ber of Western Canadians—to = 
pte charts tn that other world of a EAed | wiry JOHN GULIAK AND THE NEW LOUGANS 
ovince. And he didn’t even have to | VEWET UNDERGROUND, S10 


g in French to do it. 
Kroeker admits that his rising star 
Québec is something he never 
ould have predicted when he first 
arted recording music during his 


student days at the U of A—especially 
considering his partnership with 
Bédar started so inauspiciously. 


= 
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IE / FRI, APR 13 (7 PM) / THE SUBATOMICS / RIVERDALE HALL, $8 (ALL AGES) 
‘ugh man-about-town Raymond Biesinger predicted they will bury us all—and they 
Ost did—hipster bands city-wide are probably breathing a sigh of relief over the news 
‘he Subatomics are calling it quits. No more worrying that these young whippersnap- 
8f@ going to steal both gigs and girlfriends: the band has decided to hang it up after 
"years and just the one 7”. If that has left you hungry for more—and how couldn't it, 
“—/'m sure we haven't heard the last of these guys. Hopefully, for my sake, some 
0! botched nose job will decrease their cuteness so | don’t have to compete with 15- 
olds for my girlfriend’s affection anymore. —BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


“I first met Dany near the end of 
what was just a horrific tour of the 
East Coast—it was just myself, trav- 
elling around on the Greyhound, of 
all things, and | pulled into Québec 
City on June 24, Saint-Jean-Baptiste 
Day, which is pretty much the worst 
day of the year to be singing in Eng- 
lish in Québec,” explains Kroeker, 


MUSIC 


who can laugh about it now. “He was 
playing down the street, and just 
happened to pop his head in and lis- 
ten. We talked for a bit, and he 
bought a CD, and then I hadn't really 
heard from him in a while, until his 
agent contacted mine last year about 
maybe doing a song.” 


IN THE INTERVENING TIME, Bedar—a 
megastar in Québec who's had 12 
number one hits and sold more than 
130 000 records—helped contribute to 
Kroeker's notoriety in La Belle 
Provence by covering his tunes and 
generally spreading the word about 
Kroeker’s earnest folk-pop, culminat- 
ing in the success of “Déja Vu.” For his 
part, Kroeker—who, it should be men- 
tioned, is doing pretty well in the rest 
of Canada, too, his album climbing 
the CKUA charts locally—is treating 
being big in Québec as a bit of icing 
on the cake of his career. 

“It has been a total surprise, but | 
think the best part of the whole expe- 
rience was actually just hanging out 
with Dany in Québec,” explains 
Kroeker. “Not to take away from the 
success, because it’s always nice 
when people are reacting to your stuff 
in a positive way, but just getting the 
chance to be in Québec as a kind of 
insider, witnessing the culture from 
the inside-out, that was amazing, and 
I think one of the most exciting things 
about the song doing well is that I'll 
probably get to do more of that." v 
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yoca ist/guitarist for Black 
el Society and Ozzy 
's axe-man of choice since 
, 1 reach his tour manager 
re in Kentucky where the 
currently travelling. 
would you mind calling back 
minutes,” he asks. “Zakk just ran 
jnto the store.” 
{dial the number again a few min- 
es later, and this time I get Wylde on 
e phone, who promptly explains the 
delay. 
“We're just stocking the bus up 
with beer,” he laughs loudly. “God for- 
pid it’s not loaded at all times. People 
ask what’s the strangest thing that’s 
happened to me on the road, I go, ‘the 
goddamned bus has no fucking beer.’ 
Unacceptable.” 

After a few years with Osbourne, a 
couple of detours through the thun- 
derous Southern rock stylings of Pride 
& Glory, an acoustic driven solo album 
and a brief sojourn into the chaos of 
Guns N’ Roses before that all went to 

el], Wylde started up the monster 
known as Black Label Society. 

There's a definite predilection 
towards heavier than heavy riffing in 
Black Label, though Wylde admits that 
he Still loves to get mellow at times, 
occasionally pulling out the piano and 

even recording the generally laidback 
jangover Music, Vol 6. 

Wylde admits that he likes to ) dis- 
pense with limitations when it comes 
to music—if it’s good, it’s good, he 
says—though he still holds a healthy 
espect for playing what's right for the 
‘situation. ! 

“It sounds like an Ozzy record,” he 
says of Osbourne’s upcoming album, 
which Wylde both co-wrote and 
played on. “It’s not gonna sound like 


ine Inch Nails and it ain’t-gonna - 


sound like Ministry. That's just not 
Ozzy. It just has to’be good songs. It’s 
different, but the body shape is still 
he same. Whatever's good is good. 
i's not like when I was doing the P & 


FAI APR 13 (0 PM) 


BLACK LABEL SOCIETY 
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G thing and sticking banjos and man- . 


dolins in. We're not going to be doing 
that with Oz—unless the banjo's got 
tons of distortion on it.” 


IT ALL COMES BACK to having a good 
time while making music—hence the 
full stock of alcohol on the bus. 

“It’s beyond hysterical, bro,” he 
says as he considers his life as a tour- 
ing musician. “You just can’t make it 
up. It’s just a bunch of berserkers 
whooping ass and pillaging and 
drinking and eating. You've got to 
have a good time while you‘re out 
here, otherwise you'll be miserable, 
and you don’t need that.” 

One might wonder just how happy 
it is out there, considering that there 
have been plenty of different musi- 
cians who have played alongside 
Wylde throughout the years. Neither 
Black Label nor the Osbourne band 


have had the sort of stable lineup that 
many groups hope for, but Wylde says 
that there's little behind the semi-reg- 
ular rotation of musicians other than 
everyone needing to do their own 
thing in order to make a living at 
music. When Wylde goes out with 
Osbourne, the Black Label guys head 
off and do something else in the 
downtime, and then whoever’s avail- 
able comes back to the table when 
Black Label reconvenes. 

“Everybody's good buds,” he says. 
“I've never been in a band where | 
was, like,.'dude, shut the fuck up and 
go fuck yourself and get the fuck out 
before I beat your fucking ass.’ I've 
never been in a band with anybody 
like that. Everybody that we know, we 
alt just love each other and drink beers 
together and hang out and have fun. 

“I can’t understand that, because 
otherwise what are you hanging out 
with that person for?” he continues. 
“I've never been in a band like that 
and | ain't about to fucking start. Life's 
fucking hard enough—I got a wife and 
three kids—i need that shit like I need 
a fucking hole in the head.” w 


REVUE / FRI, APR 6 / THE CONSTANTINES 
/ STARLITE ROOM if the Gonstantines 
want to make a yearly pilgrimage to 
Edmonton, that is certainly all right by me. 
When | got the chance to catch their show 
last year, it was probably the most horrible 
experience ever, though, thanks to 
“Hyacinth Blues” girl. There are things you 
do at a show, and things you don't. It's kind 
of like an unspoken code of conduct. One 
will drink, dance and perhaps even have a 
little fun. But nobody wants to hear you 
bellow “requests” for your favourite song 
throughout the. entire set and into the 
encore. Needless to say, | had to catch the 
Constantines again before they toured 
south of the border in order to banish the 
previous unsatisfactory experience from 
memory. Fortunately, Friday night at the 


.Starlite Room was the exact mark of a 


great show. Touring to promote their new 
album, Tournament of Hearts, their set still 
drew quite a bit from their last albuny. But 
| like to believe that the oldies are always 


~ goldies. —BARBARA CHUNG / harbara@vueweek- 


ly.com 
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POWERPLANT 


coffee house 


CHECK OUT OUR MYSPACE! 
WwWW.mySpace,com/powerplantbar 


SMAD BOMBER SOCIETY 


RETROGRADE & boa 
Friday April 13th TICKETS $12 IN ADVANCE 


Grassroot Deviation & Red Ram \ 
WITH DUB VULTURE Saturday April 14th 


$8 at the door 


FOOLS TONGUE 
with The Fireseeds and Raptors 
THURSDAY APRIL 19th | $8 at the door 


The ROC Fortune Ai. 


ERID with TEAM BUILDING, 
a ae HEADBAND & TEAM CAPTAIN 


$10 at the door | all ages/licensed 


with Today and Atter, 


Broken Nose 
TVhis.Civil Twilight” 5 
The Pe ‘bruarys 


Saturday April 21st « Tix $12 advance «Doors @ BPN No Minars 
; a ay a Ter 
Drive BY Puneh FAREWELL SHOWS : 
DOORS ATG PM with Passenger \ction. The Johnsons, 
Tix $12 in advance Down the Hate! h. No \iore Parachutes 
SUNDAY APRIL 22ND © ALL AGES/LICENSED © 


MARK ROBERTSON (suttrros) | 


wiTH Roz BELL Tuesday, April 24th 
AND BOLIDE eee P 4 


eh ive BY Puneh 


PAREWELL STOWS 


RIDLEY BEN Tiicinsnon 


THURSDAY, APRIL 26TH 
with James Murdoch Band and The Wheat Pool 


D BERN WITH JEFF STUART 
AN AND TREVOR TCHIR 
FRIDAY APRIL 27TH ° $19 IN ADVANCE 


THE FABULOUS BeeFeeDETS 


WITH STar COLLECTOYr $8 at the door 
& THE NeIL MeDONALD BanD 


Saturday, April 28th 


doors at 8pm and shows are no minors unless otherwise stated 


www.su-venues.Cca 
www.myspace.com/suvenues 
www.myspace,com/powerplantbar 
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LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Tim 
Rutter 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Kim Barlow, 
Chantal Vitalis; Bm; $15 (adv)/$17 
(day of} 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
10pm 

DRUID Open mic hosted by Chis 
Wynters every Tue; 9pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Bran Petch 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Hello 
Goodbye, Boys Like Girls, The Hush 
‘Sound; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Audrey Ochcoa; 8pm 


HULBERT'S Brett Miles 
{jazz/soul/funk); 8pm; no cover 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 8pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

J AND ft BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am 
JULUIAN'S PLANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (piano) 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 


POWER PLANT The Cliks, 
Rivereityboyz, Smashula; no minors; 
8pm (door); $10 (door) 

STARLITE ROOM Tomi Swick, 
Jeremy Fisher, Simon Wilcox: no 
minors; Bpm (door); $17.50 at 
TicketMaster 

WILD WEST SALOON Cat Sass 


ZENARY'S Terry Jorden (piano); 7- 
Spm 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with DJ 
Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ. 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Urban Substance Sound 
Crew Invinceable, Touch tt. Lady 
Vishus 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


NEW CITY | Love '80s Thursdays: 
Spm (door); no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm, 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, A&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mike; Spm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
it Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
Spun by Pi residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock. pop, 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK); 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: DJ Nik 7 of Shout Out Out 


Out Out; $7 cover 
'WUNDERBAR DJ Jazzy Chris; no 
cover 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE David Clayion- THEATRE David Clayton- 
Thomas; 7:30pm; $45 at inet box 
office, TicketMaster 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 
Greeley 


AVENUE SKATEPARK The Brat 
Attack, Blackjacket, The Skam, 
Blacklisted, All Else Fails, Cease Fire; 
6pm (door); $10 (door! 

BLE CHAIR CAFE Morgan Davis 
(blues); Bpm; $15 (advi/$17 (day 
off/$40 (dinner and show) 

CASINO EDMONTON The Classics 
(R&B, Rock ‘n’ Roll) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Blackboard 
Jungle (pop/rock) 

CASTLE ROCK PUB Simon Fisk Trio 
(jazz); 8pm (door); $10 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Zakk 
Wylde's Black Label Society, Strong 
Arm Dawn; no minors; 8pm (door); 
$36 at TicketMaster, SOLD OUT 


om ROOMS Audrey Octicoa; 9pm; 


FRESH START Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg (roots); 6-Spm 
GIBBONS HOTEL-GIBBONS Mr 
Lucky; 9:30pm-1:30am; no cover 
HULBERT'S The Nathan Oulette Trio 
(jazz); 8pm; no cover 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 


JAMIMERS PUB Country/rock band; 
92am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Helena 
Magerowski (jazz); $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm 


JULUAN'S PLANO BAR Graham 
Lawrence (piano) 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 

Rhonda Vincent and the Rage; 7pm 
(door), 8pm (show); $35 (doar)/$30 

(adv) at Southside Sound, Acoustic 
Music Shop, Myhre’s, door 


ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 
Mourning Wood 


ON THE ROCKS Line of Sight, DJ 
Shawnibis 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PUB Marshall Lawrence “Doctor of 
Blues 


POWER PLANT Mad Bomber 

Society, Retrograde, Whitfield; Spm 
(door); $12 at Blackbyrd, Freecloud, 
Listen, Power Plant, SU info booths 


YARDBIAD SUITE Lurie Bell Blues 
Band: 8pm (door); 9pm (show); $18 
{member)/$22 (quest) 


PREVUE / SAT, 
APR 14 (8 PM) / 
ANDREW WK/ 
STARLITE ROOM, 
$12 Not only is this 
a show with 
Andrew WK, it’s 
also the wrap party 
for the Green 


Pepper Hockey 
League, And if | 
know Andrew WK 
and hockey play- 
ers, it'll be bloody 
noses all around. 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
‘and occasional intemational special 
quest DJ 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
on the main floor and on the 
Wooftop 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘am famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm. 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: for singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 
ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday, 
8pm (door) 

FEVER Global Fridays: R&B, hip hop, 
reggae, reggaeton and mash-up 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
Wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


KHZ A-Rock and Hatchmatik with 
Merk Meny and DJ Echo featuring 
Bailefunk, Electro, Booty, Ghettotech, 
Bmore, Juke and all other serious 
party jams; Spm (door); $10 


PREVUE / SAT, APR 14 (8 PM) / DUB VULTURE / POWER- 
PLANT, $8 What's a Dub Vulture anyways? Did these guys 
eat the rotting flesh of King Tubby? But they look so 
respectable. 


ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club: Jez Lowe and 
the Bad Pennies; 8pm; $15 (adv. at 
TIX on the Square, Soundside 
Sound/$17 (door) 

STARLITE ROOM Black Aurora, 
quests; 8pm; $8 {door} 

SUB STAGE-U OF A Mother 
Mother; 12-1 pm; free 


TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Yves 
Lacroix 

URBAN LOUNGE/ONE ON WHYTE 
Mourning Wood 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Joc! 
Kroeker, John Guliak, The New 
Lougans; 8pm; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Cat Sass 


MUSIC 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
Dus Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
‘and guests; no minors; 9pm (door); 
$5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out. 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSA’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas- 
sic rock, R&B. urban and dance with 
DU Mikes; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 


‘THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Dance Party: with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-Merengue-Bachata-House- 
Reggeaton-Urban-Old School with DJ 
Spice 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 
SPORTSWOALD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 
40 request with a mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12 midnight 
STOLLI'S Top 40, A&B, house with 
People’s DJ 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Danuerelsy Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
‘am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays; 
Edmonton Police security on site all 
night 


‘WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; 
no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE John Wort 
Hannam; 7:30pm; $25 at the Arden 
box office, TicketMaster 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 

Greeley 

BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE DJ 

Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ Jose 

Jose; free dance classed (8:30-10pm) 

BEERHUNTER PUB-ST. ALBERT 

Dangerous Guise; Spm-1am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 

the Doo: Rob Szabo and Mike 

Alviano; 4-Gpm; no cover acoustic 

‘every Saturday aftemoon 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Morgan Davis 

(blues); 8pm; $15 (adv)/$17 (day 

cof)/$40 (dinner and show) 

CASINO EDMONTON The Classics 

(R&B, Rock ‘n’ Roll) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Blackboard 

Jungle (pop/rock) 

DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 

all ages; 2-6pm 

om ROOMS Audrey Ochcoa; 3pm; 
5 


FRESH START Whitney Layne 


” GIBBONS HOTEL-GIBBONS Mr 


Lucky; 9:30pm-1:30am; no cover 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
Top rap groups; Spm 

HULBERT'S The Nathan Oulette Trio 
(jazz); 8pm; no cover 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam. 3-7:30pm; country/rock band, 
Spm-Zam 

JEFFREYS CAFE Keristan Vaughn 
(jazz); $7 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm 

SULLIAN'S PLANO BAR Dennis 
Beitoray (piano) 


METRO BILUARDS Christian 
Hansen and the Autistics, Hot Panda 
8pm (door); $10 (door) 


‘O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and 
Scott Peters; 3pm; no cover 


ONE ON LOUNG! 
Mouming Wood i 


ON THE ROCKS Lins of Sight. Dy 
Donjuan 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURH 
PUB Ross Campbell od 


POWER PLANT Grassroot 
Deviation, Red Alam, Dub Vulture: no 
minors; 8pm (door); $8 (door) 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Norther Lights Folk Club: Dale 
Nikkel, Samantha Schultz; 7pm 
(door), 8pm (music); $18 (adutt\/nalt 
price at door (child 6-12)/free {child 
under 6) at TIX on the Square. 
Acoustic Music, Myhre’s Music 


Hall on Green Pepper 
lockey JU@ Wrap-Up party: host 
ed by Andrew WK: First Aid Kit. Run 
with the Hunted; 8pm (door); $12 
{door)/$10 (adv) at Blackbyrd, Listen, 
Freecloud, Megatunes, TIX on the 
Square 


TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Yves 
Lacroix 


URBAN LOUNGE/ONE ON WHYTE 
Motiming Wood: 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Aveda 
Booth (CD release), The Choir and 
Marching Band, Red Medicina; 8pm 
(door); $10 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Cat S2 


YARDBIRD SUITE Lurie Bell luc 
Band; 8pm (door); 9pm (show); $18 
(member)/$22 (quest) 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE Li, 
‘and dancing every Sat; 10pm. 


CLASSICAL 


COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC soci- 
ETY The Spring Swing: Edme: 
Children’s Choir, Tommy Bank 
by phone at 242-7817 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Spring Opus: Ariose Women's Choi 
Spm $13 (ad adult)/$10 (adv. stu 
dent/senior) at TIX on the 
‘Square/$15 (door adult}/$12 (door 
student/senior) 


MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COL- 
LEGE Music for Oboe and Guitar 
Hiromi Takahashi (oboe), David 
Grainger Brown (quitar); 8pm: 
$20/$15 at Avenue Guitars, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The Master 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. 
Andrew Litton (conductor), Denise 
Djokic (cello); 8pm; $23-$64 at 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


VODKA BAR 
‘Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men only 
free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven 
Saturdays: Funky house and break 
beatz with Dus T-Bass, Fem 
and local/international quests 
sented by NewSound Entertainment 
‘no minors; $pm-3am_ 


DELUXE BURGER BAR fare 50 


and ‘70s progressive rock, disex: 
electronic Indie with Joal Rebot 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soul0ut Saturday 
OB, InVinceable and Lady Vishus 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Satunay 
‘DJ Groovy Cuvy and guests 

NEW CITY Rock 'n’ Roll/Hesven 
Hell; rockandroll/punk/indy/" 
dusedcandy with DJs Beard of Beer 
and Naz Nomad 

NEW CITY SUBURBS The Leger’ 
Continues... Saturday Sucks: wit 
DJs Nik Rofeelya and Blue Jay (Mod 
Club); $5 

ON THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis and 
‘DJ Donjuan 


AVENUE Suggestive Saturdeys 
breaks electro house spun by FI 
dents 

RED STAR indie rock, hip nop. (os 
indie rock, hip hop with S Maste 
Loopin’ the 3rd 

THE ROOST Saturdays—Always 
New Years Eve: with DJ Dan (Retro 
downstairs and DJ Jazzy (New 
Music) upstairs; $4 (member\/S5 
{non-member} 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 


LIVE MUSIC 


————————— 
ATLANTIC TAP AND GILL Mi. 
(eky (Dlues/roots); 7-11pm; no cover 
DOG FREEHOUSE Got To 


BLACK 

Give It Up: Main Floor: Furik, soul, 
Motown, disco with DJ Red Dawn 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jim Findlay, 
‘fam-Zpm, donations; 
CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB Jam 
every Sunday, 7pm 

JAMBMERS PUB Sunday open blues 
jam, 48pm 

NEWCASTLE PUB Live jam hosted 
by Willy and Dave every Sun; 2:30pm 
O'BYRNE'S Joe Bird's Irie Jam: 
(pan stage for all; 9:30pm; no cover 
ON THE ROCKS The Great 
Offenders. Room 101, Unarmy, DJ 
Dudeman 

OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor (6-11pm) 

RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH Jazz 
and Retlechons: Rollanda Lee and 
the Canadian Hot Stars; 3:30-Spm 
AIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL The 
Rad Ants (jazzy A&B) every Sunday; 
Tip 

ROSEBOWL ‘open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mika McDonald 
alternate weeks; 9-12 


CLASSICAL 
pagel Sh 


YRE-CONCORDIA 
Danes: Jubiloso! Bells of Concordia; 
3pm; $10 (adult/$8 (student/senior) 


ANGLICAN 
CHUREH The Mozart and the 
Brahms Quintets for Clarinet and 
Swings. John Maton (clarinet), Frank 
Ho and Jim Cockell {violin}, Leslie 
Mahr (violal, tan Woodman (cello); 
dpm; free 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Davis Sunday 
Showease: Edmonton 

Orchestra, Andrew Litton (conductor), 
Senise Djokic {cello}: 2pm; $23-$64 


=o 
Saeco ot en 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftamoons with Phil Got To Give It 
Up: Main Floor: funk, soul, Motown, 
and disco with DJ Red Dawn; 2-7pm 


WEW CITY Rub A Dub Unites Again: 


DJs Jebus and Anarchy Adam 
(CUSA's Your Weekly AA Meeting); 
the Simpson's at Spm 


O'BYRNE’S DJ Finnegan; Spm 
(door); $20 (basic)/$30 (premium); 
available by phone at 414 6766 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays 


'WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Gallatea 
and XS, guests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


HULBERT'S Open Mic Mondays: 
hosted by Rhea March; 7-10pm; 
debut night 

LB.'S PUB House band; 9:30pm- 
Jam; no cover 

NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old 
Time Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild 
Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
STARLITE ROOM Econoline Crush, 
The Art of Bin ng Illusion; 8pm; 
$16 (adv)/$20 (door) 

TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no cover 


BAR WILD Ba: Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night: no minors; 
Spm-2am sad 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with OJ Penny Tentiary 
BUDDY'S Amateur Sip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, OJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 


PREVUE / MON, 
APR 16 (8 PM) / 
ART OF DYING / 
STARLITE 
ROOM, $201 
would have liked 
these quys a lot 
better back when 


it Munchia Mondays: House with DJ 
Dusty Grooves, quests 


O'BYANE'S Best local musical tal- 
ent with DJ Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG Moosehead Jam: 
Featuring Bruce Mohat 

(bass/keys), Greg Smith (guitar), 
Sandro Dominelli (drums); 9pm-12 
CASTLE ROCK-ST. ALBERT 
Tuesday Freeway Jam: hosted by 
Mark Ammar, Dale Collins and Noel 
Mackenzie; 8:30pm 

DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and quest 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 

MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Rex 
Goudie; all ages event; tickets avail- 
able at TicketMaster, Megatunes, 
Sub info desk, Unionevents!.com 


O'BYRNE'S Celtic Jam: with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 


STARLITE ROOM Econoline Crush, 
‘guests; no minors; 8pm (door); $16 at 
TicketMaster 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session 
every Tue: Craig Brenan (trombone); 


Ta) BD 


athe, Te OT ee ‘r 


8:30pm (door), Spm (show! $3 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Master of 
Music: Recital: trene Bosma (piano), 
Spm; free 


FOYER, SHELL 
AUDITORIUM-UNIVERSITY HOS- 
PITAL Heer's To Your Health: Lidia 


Khaner (oboe), David Hoyt (French 
horn), Janet Scott-Hayt {piano}: 5pm 


DIS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big fiock 
Tuesdays: Dus spin on the main level 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser ta 


ee 40, country, 
R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA te Ave) Latin 
ape music, setae Cy : 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
TN.O and Lady Vishus; no cover 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The 
In Kraut: Mod A&B, Northern Soul, 
“60s Garage, Mod Revival with Dr. 
Erick and guests 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 


LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with OJ Kevin Wong 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 
40 request with a mix of retro and 
disco; 7pm-12 midnight 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Tuesday 
Night Shakedowns; Rock and Roll 
with DJ Generic, DU Frederick, 8pm 
(door); no cover 


WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mic with Duff Robison; 8pm 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: Andrew Neville 
and the Poor Choices 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
open stage; 7:30pm (door); $2 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 


METRO CLUB AND BILUARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 

O'BYRNE'S Chris Wynters and 
guests; 9:30pm; no cover 

ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 
The Trip, Rake 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northem Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


POWER PLANT Anberlin, The 
Reason, Daphne Loves Derby, 
Jonezetta; all ages/licensed event, 
7pm (door): $15 at Blackbyrd, 

, SU info booths, 
TicketMaster, wwwunionevents.com 
hh seemtrrcte| GRILL 

fednesday Night Live: Open stage 
for comedians, musicians and bands; 
hosted by Barbara May; 7pm (set- 
up), 8:10pm (show) 


STAALITE ROOM Holyfuck: 7pm 
(door): tickets available at 
Megatunes, Listan Blackbyrd 


URBAN LOUNGE/NE ON WHYTE 
The Trip, Rako 


WILD WEST SALOON Appaloosa 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Master of 
Music Recital: Ryan Kolodzie) 
{plano}; 8pm; free 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Stanley 
Carroll spins on the Wooftop; Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor: Bast 
Rides... Worst Wrecks...; no cover 
foots music every Wednesday with 
DJ Buster Friendly, live music once a 
tmonth 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexory 
Sean 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 


THE FOX Wind Up Wednesdays 
Classic R&B, hip hop, reggae, old 
Skool, reggae on with InVinceable, 
Touch It, Lady Vishus and weekly 
quest DJs. 


HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday. 
downtempo, smooth jazz, with Ou 
Frederick 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DJ Spincyele 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot DJ 3000 


NEG DIAMOND'S Punk and '80s 
matal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: funk, soul 
disco, nu jazz, reqgae, hip hop with 
Coo! Curt, Yun, Junior Brown, Remo 
STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat: with DJ Nestor Delano 
STOLL'S Wild Cheny- 
House/garage with Tripswitch, 


Rezidnt Funk, fusion with Steve 
Velocity 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
Indie, Mod, Rock, Electro Dance 
Party.with the Jbots; no cover 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesdays 


WHERE THEY ARE 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * 


ARDEN THEATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 « ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 
432-4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 » BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM 
VODKA BAR 10324482 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 » BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 * THE BANK 
ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9455 * BEERHUNTER PUB - ST. ALBERT 
386 St Albert Rd, St. Albert * BELLEROSE BREAKDOWN 49 Giroux Road, St. Albert * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental 
Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 
* BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 422-5014 * BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 » CAFE 
BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * CAFE SELECT 8404-109 St, 438-1812 * CASINO 
(EDMONTON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 607 St 
Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-8765 * CATALYST THEATRE 8529 Gateway Blvd * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 6434000 
* CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millboume Rd, West, 462-6565 » CONVOCATION HALL Aris Building, University 


of Alberta, 492-0601 * COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC SOCIETY 8426 Gateway Blvd * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 « 
CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rad, 113 St, 472-7696 * CROWNE PLAZA CHATEAU LACOMBE 10111 


Bellamy Hill, 492-2384 ¢ DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Piain Rd, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * DEWEY'S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 
492-3101 y DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE 8700-84 St Hwy 21, Fort Saskatchewan * FACULTE SAINT JEAN AUDITORIUM 8406.91 St * FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort 
Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-5928 « DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 » EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 489-SHOW * FESTIVAL PLACE 
Telus Theatre, 100 Festivel Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * IDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 
fue, 916-1557 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq,, 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) 10041-82 Ave, 433-9676 » GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488.4841 » GIBBONS HOTEL - GIBBONS 5010-50 Ave, 923-2401 * GINGUR SKY 1505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 « 
HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO « HILLTOP PUB 220-106 Ave * HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 10037-84 Ave * HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK 8102, 10324-82 Avo, 
989-7009 « HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 962-8995 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) * THE 
IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 1948-127 Ave, 451-8779 * JAND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 « JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640- 
142 St, 451-8890 « JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 « J.'S PUB 13160-118 Ave, 49-7462 * JOHN L HAAR THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St * J.P 
RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 1145587 Ave, 427-2760 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 
732-4563 * KAS BAR 1044462 Ave, 432-6768 » KHz (SHARK TANK) 10249-97 St * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 + LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 0627-91 St» LBS 
PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 » LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, 447-4495 * McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 
Si. McDonald Drive, 468-4964 « METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 * MUDDY WATERS 8211-111 St, 432-4390  MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 
MecDonaild Dr « NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 1008! Jesper Ave, dovinstairs 
43-4578 « NEWWEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 * NEWYORK BAGEL CAFE 6430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 = NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd NORTH GLENO- 
RA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-1094 Ave, 457-9417 » THE NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 436-1554/435-5695 * O'BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 + O’CONNORS IRISH 
PUB 9012.88 Ave « ONE ON WHYTE/URBAN LOUNGE 1054482 Ave, 437-7099 « ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, oy 
S457 = OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 » PARAMOUNT THEATRE 10233 Jasper Ava * PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRil 
Westmount Centra, 111 Ave & Groat Rd * PLANET INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert ELSIE 
COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 « POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 * PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 Ave * QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL is Lita 
Ave, 438-6814 « RATT (ROOM ATTHETOP) 7th Fi, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 RENDEZVOUS: cess 
444-1822 » RAGOLETTO’S CAFE 10068-108 St. 429.0701 * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-4 Ave * RIVERBEND LUTHERAN CHURCH 495 Rhatgan Rd, ues 
RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 « RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 460-1122 + ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE - CONCORDIA panes as 
Steet, south of 112 Ave, 479-9313 * THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-3150 * ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St, 482-2589 « ROSSDALE HALL 1013596 Ave, ICEL SONG ere: 
117 St, Jasper Ave * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12845-102 Ava * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 4869494 * SAK'S ON 6287 1 Pie ACS © 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/7 10-1625 » SAVOY 1040182 Ave, 438-0373 » SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAU! pre Dare 

19. Ava * SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 472-6396 « ST. ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9916-148 St, 482-7649 « ST. BASUS ae eNThe 
10819-71 Ave, 438-6410 « STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 422-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 STON! 


11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 « STRATHEARN UNITED CHURCH 8510-95 Ave * THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building. Dota pen Aa 000) * TAPHOUSE 


Churhill WOODCROFT 143-50 St, 466-8089 « 
4 Su Winston COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436-1554 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-5596 * XWRECKS 101 

Y AFTERHOURS: Nouzeh ad St S545256, wwewyefterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 « YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 * 
ZENARY'S 10180-101 St, 423-5409 
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/tara@vueweekly.com 
, ff organ Greenwood and Jor- 
\, Jf dan Hossack first appeared 
. together as an electronic 
duo wo: years ago, but, unhappy with 
e disinterested appearance they 
presented on stage, they decided to 
heir horizons and enlist some 
since last summer, the resulting 
six-piece group, Azeda Booth, has 
volved even further, rendering a 
jler, more deluxe mix of electronic 
ambient pop music. The band has 
onsistently proven that it’s possible 
9 reinvent itself and become a better 
group in the process. 
“exchanging instruments while play- 
g lets you explore different realms 
and keeps it exciting to not be locked 
into playing the same instrument for 45 
inutes,” says guitarist Myke Atkinson. 
think maybe we even have too many 
ange ups. Luckily, we're getting pret- 
good at it now. It keeps the energy 
igh when you're writing, but is not 
ithout its frustration.” 


ATKINSON ADMITS THAT since the 
release of Azeda Booth’s debut EP, 
Mysterious Body, the band has 
hanged a great deal. The album is 
much more electronic-based than the 
urrent incarnation, capturing the 
band’s beginnings and presenting a 
different side than you will see during 


““THE FIRESEEDS 
AND RAPTORS 


THURSDAY 


andis‘a Mysterious Body, but 
e da Booth aims to solve the riddle 


SATLAPA 14 (8) 
AZEDA BO 


WITHTHE CHOIR AND MARCAING BAND, 
| AEOMEDICNE 


VELVET UNDERGROUND, S10 


its live performances. 

“The idea was to not use the elec- 
tronics, and then have it all done by 
live instrumentation,” Atkinson 
explains. “We started playing around 
with it and realized there’s no reason 


APRIL 19TH 
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SORRY, NO MINORS 


WWW.MYSPACE.COM/FOOLSTONGUE 
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THE 
ROE 
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WITH TEAM BUILDING, 
HEADBAND, AND TEAM CAPTAIN 


BDF 


10425 $2 Ave 


to completely replace parts on the 
electronic side of things. Instead, 
what was more exciting was to 
change them a little to accompany 
what we're doing. We just wanted to 
play with it, and make it even crazier 
by having so much going on. 

“It’s a record that | want people to 
hear, though,” he adds. “Being 
involved in this band, seeing how it’s 
grown, is exciting. Everyone's been 
really receptive." vw 
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PREVUE / TUE, APR 17 (8 PM) / TUESDAY NIGHT 
SHAKEDOWN / VELVET UNDERGROUND, FREE Eric 
Ng is one of the masterminds behind Champion City 
Records, the local label that is doing good things for 
and with the Edmonton music scene. Every Tuesday 
night, though, Ng hits the Velvet Underground for the 
Tuesday Night Shakedown, assuming the moniker DJ 
Generic alongside his compatriot DJ Frederick for a 
penaetnemmemee - wide range Of music—from hip hop to indie rack and 
TT everything in between, plus Ng admits that he wants 
to make people realize that soul music doesn’t start 
and end with Motown—and an impressive variety of 
theme nights. This coming Shakedown marks the 
first of three “Edmonton Daft Punk in Seattle Mee- 
tups,” where fans planning on making the trek to 
Seattle for Daft Punk's late August show can get 
together and organize themselves ahead of time. 
- : There's a visual component to the gatherings, too, 
= al with Ng showing Daft Punk's Electroma the first 
; =| week, the animated /nterstella 5555 the next and a 
a= = - guerrilla soundtracking of the 1986 animated Trans- 
———_—— = formers: the Movie with Daft Punk's Homework for 
the third. Ng has plenty more ideas cooking up for 
— oa the Shakedowns, too, so if you're the kind of person 
. who can handle a Tuesday night out on the town, you 
: = might want to keep on eye on what's happening 
e : there. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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Rob Szabo gets by 


thalittleheip BART RSATEINTORIUTT 


rom his friends | a 


HN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com SAT, APR 14 (4 PM) 
eee | MM AN AUTOGRAPHED GUITAR 
increasingly expensive WITH MIKE ALWIANO 


undertaking in today’s ALACK 006, FAEE 


eee «A CHANCE TO MEET THE BAND AT SOUNDCHECK 


ands at home and taking tothe _ day as the car’s odometer turned over 


———=>>-  —SS_—— 
ely roads of Canada andthe Unit- 300000 kilometres. Szabo admits that j 
§ States on their own in the hopes __ they had considered taking his van, t _ eo 
yi making ends meet when the day _ but’he notes that vehicle is teetering 


over. unsteadily on its last legs, holding iy 
S i j i i ing the 
Sometimes, though, you just can’t 468 000 kilometres after crossing af 
0 any farther down the road without country four times in the last year BRR on 
travelling companion to share the _ alone. ; eine eT 
perience with. That’s where Rob 
zabo js at right now as he traverses SOMETHING THAT Szabo has lamas EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 
© Canadian countryside with his after so many kilometres an year: 
lend and fellow songwriter Mike —_ and years of touring—he hasn't held a ALL AGES* GENERAL ADMISSION 
iano. day job since finishing high school—is DOORS AT 7:00 PM 
| toured for years alone, and then __ that, while the road is a good place H 
ike called me and said, ‘I’m sick of _ for flashes of inspiration, it can be dif- 
During alone. Let's go across Cana- _ficult to finish a song when there are 
together," Szabo laughs over the __ things like driving and sound checks 


—— 


one j iving i : To enter, send your name 
one just moments after arrivingin _to be attended to. . * Oe 2 ¢ tim 
under Bay for the second stop of “I've written a few songs, he says. Ws 9 . — and Doe th ios — 

© month long tour. “I've kind of “Like, I stopped on the side of the vias s 


€n doing that more and more. It _ road in Revelstoke and wrote most of + wisi wie este pala 
'S a little funny in the head when _a song called ‘The Johnstown a eee 1 ST a 
DU spend too much time alone. It’s _ but that doesn’t happen that often. pres by 


i ble environ- 
nto have someone to hang out _ really have to be in a sta . 
ith.” 3 : ment, I find, to actually get anything , n! ve Fe 
S Am, y 

The pair have known each other for _ finished. , z eit: ly f 

8, and after a few one-off dates “It’s like anything, though, he con- "Ps: ‘ay 8 Pinal ANE . . s . 
ound Ontario, they headed out in tinues. “If you get inspired, you have aw fe! Z 7 eee ocialdisturtion.com 
lano's car for the tour, passing a to make sure you're available for Bod pill 


stone on the road earlier in the —_ whatever itis." Ww 
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SOUNDS 


DOLOREAN 
YOU CAN'T WIN 
YEP ROG 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


On their fourth full-length, 
wy) Portland’s Dolorean offers 
THIS ROCKS 


up the musical equivalent 

of watching light change in 
your shitty apartment on raw days 
where you can’t go out for fear of 
randomly bursting into tears or put- 
ting your fist through public property. 
It's that kind of album—music to 
wonder what-the-hell-happened-to- 
your-life by. 

Al James alternates between a 
doleful, distant wail and heartbroken 
murmur, possessing an uncanny abili- 
ty to get away with literalism that 
would be wince-worthy in less mas- 
terful aural environments. The title 
track opens sparsely, with spooky 
organ and fuzzy slow beats, but 
becomes a relentless pileup of instru- 
ments until James chimes “you can’t 
win” over and over again. In a similar 
vein, “You Don’t Want to Know” con- 
sists of a betrayed James singing the 
title and occasional lines like, “put 
down the phone.” The only other ele- 
ments are timpani and accordion, and 
perhaps genuine thunder. 

Other tracks bloom like a down- 
beat rose, enhanced by exquisite 
layering and unexpected instrumen- 
tation. The piano prettiness of “We 
Winter Wrens” and honky-tonk crawl 
of “Buffalo Gal” are first-rate sadsack 
anthems—the good kind of pain, 
stuffed with the hopeful possibility of 
redemption. 
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NATHAN CARROLL 
THE TIE-IN 10 DYIN' 
AED KNOT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Nathan Carroll's The Tie-in 
NF to Dyin’ sounds old, old like 
it should be an aging piece 
THORS OF vinyl with all of the requi- 
site pops and crackles that accompa- 
ny records that have been well played 
over the years. Carroll's voice rings 
with a gentle melancholy as he won- 
ders about life, turning his thoughts 
over and over, coming at the heart of 
the songs from all angles, while the 
band adds pedal steel, fiddle and 
drums that are tasteful and restrained. 

It's difficult not to think of Gram 
Parsons when listening to the album, 
not because Carroll sounds like a Par- 
sons knock off—he doesn’t—but 
because he sounds as though he 
understands where Parsons was com- 
ing from, tapping into the duality of 
heartbreak and survival. Then there's 
also the fact that the female backing 
vocalists conjure welcome images of 
the intertwining vocals of Parsons and 
Emmylou Harris, and there’s even a 
welcome place in the middle of 
“Down Upon My Knees” where Carroll 
and the band glide seamlessly into a 
couple of powerful lines from Par- 
sons’ “In My Hour of Darkness.” 

These songs hold a tight grip on the 
emotions, wringing both the good and 
bad from every chord. The only thing 
better than hearing these tunes on 
worn-out vinyl would be hearing 
them live in a place like the local bar 
in Rochester, AB. It sounds old like 
there’s a world of experience behind 
the music, and I'm looking forward to 
spending plenty of time with this 
album and exploring that world. 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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top 10 sellers 


01. we were already dead modest mouse 
02. drums & guns low 

03. myth takes II! 

04. neon bible arcade fire 

05. 23 blonde redheed 


get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


brighl eyes 


remixed & covered 2co 


06. sound of silver icd soundsystem 

07. particles basil kirchin 

08. fingering the devil sir richard bishop 
09. sheer hellish miasma kevin drumm 
10. living with the living ted leo 
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BIG D AND THE KIDS TABLE 
STRICTLY RUDE 
SIDE ONE DUMMY 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

If you had asked me an hoy); 

ago what I thought of sk 

music, I would have told y 
THSISOK that it sucked. Oh sure, Mac d 
Bomber Society and the Plane; 
Smashers put on sweet shows tha, 
you can kick your legs to, and !’ve ha 
a ton of fun while blasted and dancin: | 
to both of those bands. But I'm sui.) 
that the members of either one wou); 
be willing to tell you the simple trui) | 
about ska: there is a whole lotta shit 
out there. : 

Which is why I was so pleasar 

surprised by Big D and the Ki 
Table. Ska always seems so simp\ 
whole lotta reverb, your buddy who 
owns a trumpet, some chika-chik 
guitar noises and a fat bass line. But| 
trust me, there’s more to it, and th | 
band knows it. Showing a markc (| 
affinity for funny hats, blondes ani 
Pabst Blue Ribbon, Big D and ti 
Kids Table crank out 15 of ti : 
funnest tunes since fun was inve: 
ed, and proves that no matter what |) 
or anyone else tells you, there is stil 
good ska out there. 


LOONA 
GAYMONKEY 
FRANCOIS ZOLAN / frangois@vueweekly.com 
I like to dance. Okay, we! 
not all the time—I also |i! 
to rock, to thrash and, oc« 
TSA sionally, to sleep—but esp 
cially in the realm of electronic musi 
if it doesn’t go thump-thump-thump 4 
little, 1 never quite grasp the point. | 
mean, if you want to listen to music! 
that’s going to make you feel all 
mopey and introspective, ther , 
plenty of dreary, guitar-based siu 
that will do the trick. Sav 
sequencer; listen to Chad VanGaalei 

And you would think, based 0! 
some of the background informal! 
accompanying Loona, the debut 
from Ebb, that there would be ple" 
of fat bass lines, mindless synth h 
and beats of the block-rockin’ va"! 
on display here (the guy's on a !ab°! 
called “Gaymonkey,” for chrissakes' 
But, alas, no. 

It’s not that Loona isn’t a que’ 
album—it is—and the melodies 2" 
pretty enough, in their quiet, w! 
pery, bedroom-pop way. But E>" 
appears to fancy himself a sing? 
songwriter—and, to be fair, he 
pretty good one, as mentioned 
maybe he should ditch the lap 
and pick up a’ beat-up acoustic © 
tar, as that kind of presenta! 
would give these admittedly W 
crafted tunes more room to bres!" 
That, or start writing songs D0’ 
bringing sexy back. 


The latest collaboration 
between Four Tet’s Kieren 
Hebden and legendary jazz 
drummer Steven Reid 
s exactly like one would expect 
en you combine Reid’s jazz drums 
ith the abstract harmonies that 
ought Hebden to fame. The beats 
d melodies and glitches, while 
maining organic sounding, are 
Jaxing and engaging. 

The problem with this record is 
at it seems to dangle in an awk- 
yard genre that almost sounds 
anceable, combined with the spo- 
adic improvisation of jazz. The 
ecord was impressively recorded 
ally live with no overdubs, which 
is in true jazz style, but it still con- 
fains a lot of nice electronic sounds. 
i's new and creative, sure, but it’s 
jot something you can really put on 
a party and expect everyone to get 
up and start grooving to. 
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Baba Brinkman’s Lit-Hop is 
® an “intelligent rap” lover's 
nightmare and a protracted 
essay on the nature’ of Can- 
on loopholes. It’s a jumble of differ- 
nit styles from the long list that he 
counts off in his opening track: a dub 
thythm here, a sample from a Coen 
others movie there and, for dessert, 
iome Jesse Cook-style classical guitar 
urishes. 
The music is poor and unimagina- 
¢. Even though there's an obvious 
/4 beat, simple and made for toe 
apping, there’s neither toe tapping 
hor neck working to be found any- 
here. 
tm the absence of any interesting 
ats or melodies, a rapper must 
lake it to the house,” as it were, lyri- 
ally, but Brinkman really doesn’t do 
at either. Instead, he writes caution- 
Songs about how pot can’t help 
im write better lyrics. The sad irony 
, Of course, that scads of good hip 
op Starts as a bull-session in a cloud 
cheeba: 
Brinkman makes a point of inform- 
hg us that he's intelligent, but the 
of the matter is that intelligent 
ers are that way simply because 
do their thing, and it happens to 
intelligent. When someone feels 
need to point his intelligence out 
listeners, you know that you're in 
ble. You might as well chew tin 
Bi for all the fun you'll have with this 


An Apple a day 
doesn’t really pay? 
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Maybe, just maybe, U2 is wrong. 
Maybe Apple isn’t the wonderful com- 
pany it's made out to be. 

What else can you think of a com- 
pany that fought tooth and nail to stop 
the Canadian government from forcing 
online music providers to pay sona- 
writers for their work? 

A few weeks ago, the federal gov- 
ernment's Copyright Board made an 
historic decision, establishing tariff 
fates that online music providers will 
have to pay to the copyright holders of 
the songs they sell. Sounds fair, does- 
n't it? It isn’t a new idea; according to 
the final report from the Copyright 
Board, the United States already com- 
pels companies like Apple to pay 9.1 
cents to the copyright holder, in most 
cases, the songwriter, for each song 
sold for 99 cents. In the UK, eight per 
cent of the sale must go to the copy- 
right holder. 

But Eddy Cue, vice-president of 
Apple’s iTunes, appeared in front of 
the Copyright Board, along with the 
likes of Rogers, Bell Canada, EMI 
Music, Sony, Universal and Warner, to 
Oppose the introduction of a tariff for 
songs sold in Canada. 

According to Paragraph 60 of the 
final decision, the Apple and Friends 
argument was “The objectors con- 
tend that prerecorded CDs are the 
appropriate proxy for permanent 


= | QUICK SPINS 


a 
x | WHITEY ano 1 PLAYER 
== | quickspins@veweekly.com 


WOLFGANG 

THE WICKED TRUTH ABOUT 
LOVING A MAN 

HYPNOTE 

Old school synth fight, like 
Moroder kicking Kraftwerk 
Right in the floppy 


ALL SMILES 
TEN READINGS OF A WARNING 
DANGERBIAD 

Sweet, light summer pop 

Grab a lemonade, kick back 

On the porch, chillax 


MAGNUM 

ALICE AND THE BROKEN ARROW 
STEAMHAMMER 

Put Journey, Europe 

And Queensryche in a blender; 
Add cheese, feces; serve. 


THE RITUAL FIRES OF ABANDONMENT 
RELAPSE 


“Cerebral” metal 
Plus faux “tribal” beats equals 
Pretentious poo-poo 


downloads and, all things being 
equal, the price paid for the right to 
reproduce a musical work should be 
same for both.” 

Basically, they argued that a royalty 
rate any higher than 5.3 per cent for 
permanent downloads (which is what 
they offered) was too high ... and that 
the payouts used for conventional CD 
sales, which include deductions for 
manufacturing, shipping and promo- 
tion—all of which don’t exist in the 
online music market—should also 
work for the online business. 

To put it in simple terms, meet the 
new boss, same as the old boss. 

The board ruled against Apple and 
company, and slapped a tariff of 7.9 
per cent on all permanent downloads, 
and some lesser tariffs on the other 
two forms of online music—stream- 
ing, in which the user doesn’t actually 
download the song, but listens to it; 
and non-permanent downloads, where 
a subscriber can keep and use a song 
as long as (s)he continues to subscribe 
to a service, but loses that song if the 
subscription lapses. 

As you may recall, back in the Jan 
25 instalment of this column, | had 
asked Apple to talk about the way it 
compensates artists, and got back a 
terse email about how it doesn’t dis- 
cuss the ins and outs of its business. 

Unfortunately, we can see why 
Apple didn’t want to talk. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


THE 69 EYES 
ANGELS 

EMI 

More leather than a 


Dominatrix, more cheese than 
A Frenchman’s armpits 


DOWNCHILD LIVE 
ae PALAIS ROYALE 


Some things are timeless 
Like the pyramids, herpes 
And bland white blues rock 


FOXFIRE FOREST 


FOXFIRE FOREST 

ARTISTS UNION 

Quirky twee-ish pop 
Could use 90 per cent less 
Bad vocal honking 


J DILLA 

RUFF DRAFT 
STONES THROW 
Prolific dead man 


tops Donuts album with his 
Posthumous radness! 


WHITE FLIGHT 
WHITE FLIGHT 
ANGE LIFE RECORDS 


Fierce sonic freak-outs 
Of Biblical proportions 
Jesus would approve! 


MUSIC 


& EBONY LOUNGE 


EDMONTON'S ONLY LIVE 


DUELING PIANO 


| Shows start Thursday 8pm, 
BAR! Friday and Saturday 9pm. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


2940 Calgary Trail South 465-6800 theivoryciub.com 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

“Don’t look before you leap!’ is a Zen 
saying that contrasts with what many in 
the West consider wise counsel,” writes 
Christopher Moors. “If everything is pre- 
meditated, we never have the naked bril- 
liance of a truly new experience. Though 
we might be able to temper fear in this 
way, We live at the minimum and have no 
room for the divine to enter our hearts. 
Love is above all things the freedom of 
expansion.” |'m passing on this advice, 
Aries, just in time for the most unboxed, 
unexpected, unprecedented phase of your 
astrological cycle. Rely on spontaneity to 
teach you all you need to know 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

|t appears you're cooperating (sort of) 
with an authority figure who is using the 
carrot-and-stick routine on you. | suppose 
that could lead you at least part of the 
way to the promised land—especially if 
you really believe you can’t motivate 
yourself without the authority's prodding 
But if you plan to continue in this vein, 
Taurus, can | please convince you to ask 
for the biggest, freshest carrot and a 
beautifully decorated stick? 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Here's Caroline Myss’s explanation of 
faith: “Faith is the power to stand up to 
the madness and chaos of the physical 
world while holding the position that 
nothing external has any authority over 
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what heaven has in mind for you.” If you 


| don't like the word “heaven” in Myss's 


statement, Gemini, substitute a term that 
works for you, like “your higher self” or 
“your destiny” or “your soul's code.” 
Modify anything else in there that’s not 
quite right for your needs, as well. When 
you're finished tinkering, | hope you'll 
have created a definition of faith that 
motivates you with as much primal power 
as you feel when you're in love. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

The Guinness Book of Records commis- 
sioned miniaturization experts to make 
the tiniest advertisement in history and 
affix it to a bee’s knee. The writing was 
so miniscule it was invisible to the naked 
eye. But now I've created an even smaller 
ad hidden in the period at the end of this 
sentence. | don't have enough space to 
repeat the voluminous information con- 
tained therein, but here's the gist: it’s a 
favourable time to dream up new ways to 
promote yourself, especially if they 
involve the principle of unleashing whis- 
pers that speak louder than shouts. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

Swedish philosopher Emanuel Swedenborg 
predicted the world would end in 1757. 
American minister William Miller pro- 
claimed the planet's “purification by fire” 
would occur in 1844. They are just two of 
history's many megalomaniacs disguised as 
moral guardians who've been shills for 
apocalyptic delusions. Our age has more of 
these wackos per capita, but the song is 
the same as it ever was. Your assignment, 
Leo, is to wash the taint of chronic doom- 
and-gloom propaganda out of your lovely 
brain. I'm not urging you to be a raving 


Denise Djokic shows th 


los 


eres always 


room for cello—even Schumann's 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 

ineteenth century German 
Neve Robert Schumann’s 

story is a tragic one. After sus- 
taining permanent damage to his 
right hand—the cause of which has 
been variously attributed to syphilis 
medication, surgery or a self-designed 
apparatus intended to strengthen his 
hand—Schumann gave up a career as 
a pianist, devoting himself fully to 
composing. His career shift led to the 
creation of multiple iconic pieces that 
have continued to thrive in the canon 
of Romantic music. 

Cellist Denise Djokic will be giv- 
ing this weekend’s (Apr 14 & 15) ren- 
dition of Schumann’s Cello Concerto in 
A minor with the ESO, and she is 
excited about bringing to life a piece 


“that reflects the composer's immense 


emotional range. 

“It sounds like something that 
would be very fitting on the piano,” 
Djokic says, describing the concerto. 
“It's not very cellistic—it’s hard to play 
on the cello—and is also a bit awk- 
ward technically. But at the same time 
you've got this great piece that is so 
musical. You put in every effort to 
overcome those technical difficulties! 

“It was written at the end of his life 
when he was technically going crazy,” 
she adds. “There were lots of good 
and not good things happening to 


SAT APA 14 (4PM SUN APR 15 (PM 
DENISE DJOKIC, CELLO 
EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

ANDREW LITON, CONDUCTOR 

APR 14 SYMPHONY PRELUDE: THIRD LEVEL LOBBY 
(715M) WITHTANYA PROCHAZKA 

WINSPEAR CENTRE $23 - $4 


him. It’s very conflicted.” 


DJOKIC EMBRACES this piece that is 
wrought with Schumann's emotions, 
admitting that fusing personal creativ- 
ity with work can be extremely chal- 
lenging. This is another reason Djokic 
loves performing and recording: the 
challenge and thrill of communicating 
with audiences. 

“I'm focused on giving good first 
impressions,” she says of her career as 


PREVUE 


Pollyanna, merely suggesting that you 
exorcise the fear foisted on you by hysteri- 
cal prophets of every stripe. You urgently 
need to declare your independence from 
our culture's professional scaremongers. 


VIRGO (AUG 23-SEP22) 

Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225 - 1274) was 
an intellectual theologian whose doc- 
trines became part of the canon of the 
Catholic Church, second in importance 
only to the Bible. But the Church has 
ignored and disavowed Aurora Consur- 
gens, the work Aquinas reputedly wrote 
near the end of his life after having mysti- 
cal visions of the Goddess. “All that | 
have written seems to me like so much 
straw,” he reported, “compared to what | 
have seen and what has been revealed to 
me.” Your assignment, Virgo, is to carry 
out your personal equivalent of what the 
Catholic Church hasn't been able to do. In 
other words, integrate the raw wisdom 
from your past that you've been unable or 
hesitant to acknowledge. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - O€T 22) 

| asked my readers if they had discovered 
any of the 888 Perfect Secrets from the 
Beginning of Time. Hundreds of respons- 
es poured in. Of those, I've selected the 
three that are most useful for you right 
now. Here they are. Don’t sweat the small 
stuff, but also avoid the mistake of 
believing that everything is small stuff. 
Some stuff is big. The past isn’t nearly as 
potent in shaping your present as you 
imagine. Get over it—both the bad mem- 
ories and the good ones. Always side 
with those who tell the most truth. But 
remember that no one is ever able to tell 
the whole truth. 


SCORPIO (O87 23- NOV 21) 

“I've found a nice balance,” writes Ash- 
land, one of my MySpace friends, 
“between living like someone who has 
overdosed on positive affirmations and 
someone who thinks everything and every- 
one sucks.” Are you interested in achieving 
a similar poise, Scorpio? Conditions are 
favourable for you to do so. The omens say 
you're primed to cultivate true objectivity, 
not the fake cynical kind. And that means 
you could free yourself from negative emo- 
tional biases that cloud your ability to see 
the partially hidden beauty all around you. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEE 21) 

It's always a good idea to have a sound- 
track for your life—a compilation of 
tunes that help tone your feelings, keep- 
ing you wild-eyed and inspired. But it’s 
also important to continually mutate that 
soundtrack. Even a set of songs that 
worked magic for you once upon a time 
will eventually become outmoded, no 
longer resonating with the new person 
you've become and maybe even influenc- 
ing you to stay stuck in the past. | think 
this is one of those times when you need 
to shift the mood, Sagittarius. Go hunt 
down a fresh batch of heart-massaging, 
mind-wobbling music. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

In addition to analyzing the heavenly por- 
tents, | sometimes use divination to arrive 
at your horoscope, including Tarot cards, 
the | Ching and walkomancy. In the latter 
method, | take a stroll and regard any 
interesting quirks that catch my eye as 
clues to your destiny. That's what | did 
this week. After spending an hour in my 
office meditating on your astrological 
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a young cellist. “It’s still a very persona 
thing. The music develops with me, an, 
I bring my experiences to the music.” 

Of the tragic Schumann, Djok; 
expresses her sadness over his e. 
death at the age of 46. 7 

“He was depressed, a bit tempera. 
mental and people say he was easi\; 
upset by disappointments,” she explain, 
“His career was extremely important | 
him and he wanted to have many su 
cesses and feel like his new works wav 
always being well received, which was 
n't always the case.” 

Despite the composer's persona 
struggles, many of Schumann's piec 
have now been acknowledged as cla 
sics and are being interpreted and per. 
formed by those who appreciate bot! 
beauty and conflict in a piece of art. v 


omens, | headed out to a neighbourhoo 
where I'd never been. The first meaning 
ful thing | saw was a sign hanging on 
cactus. It read “Caution: Armadillo Cross 
ing.” Here's my interpretation of this clue 
you should urge your “inner armadillo” t 
go out exploring, while at the same tim 
making sure it’s well protected and care’ 
for. And what is your “inner armadillo” 
Maybe it’s the burrowing mamma! wit 
the heavy armour. What do you think? 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20- FEB 18) 
Scuttlebutt circulating on the interne 
claims that the Mississippi state legis 
ture passed a bill regarding the mathe 
matical constant pi, which is the ratio © 
a circle’s circumference to its diamete! 
Instead of the traditional 3.14159, \av 
makers decided it should be changed ! 
the “Biblical value” of 3.0. Did t™ 
rumoured event actually occur? If 5° 
urge you Aquarians to refuse to recoyn!’ 
it, as well as other abominations like ' 
You need to be extremely precise in th 
coming days. You can't afford to try shat 
ing down reality to fit your theories °! 
beliefs. Nor can you ignore details 
corners or make wild guesses. 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 
"The harder you work, the juckier ye 
get,” said golfer Gary Player. If thats 
Pisces, you'll be fabulously fortunate ' 
the coming week. The omens sugo® 
that you will not only have the stam 
and persistence to engage in hard 'ab° 
for a good cause, but that you'll also ha 
a robust desire to do so. You're 90" 
love doing what you have to do.“ 
result, | bet hard-earned blessings 
flow toward you in abundance. ¥ 
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nl [CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 13212- 
s Ave * Meating presented by Rev. Yvonne Racine # 
Tue (1-3pm) 


10pm) * South Division Police Station, 
buville Drive East: Sat, May 5 (2-430pm) * Preseaiiec ty 
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Royal Alberta Museum * 
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‘Whitemud Library, 
mtemud Crossing Contre, 4211-106 St (496-8357) 
Part 4, Documentary ‘DVD © Tue, Apr. 17 (7pm) * 
e* Pre-register : 
‘SOCIAL CLUB Roast, 10345-104 St (387-3343) « 
dressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet the 
Thu each month (8pm); 


tp.//groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 
} ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415- 

B $1 (489-9776) wwew.imagesab.ca * Meets avery 2nd and 
Thu (8pm) each month featuring presentations, speakers, 
rkshops, outings, monthly and year-end competitions. 
ptographers of all levels are welcome * $40 (individual 

ibership\/$S0 (family)/$20 (full-time student); visitors may 
lod three times before joining 
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RENT TALK (681-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton 
a pe ala for parents at various 
THE ee pe et 
Presentation Davies, ol 
‘Ato follow Apr 14 (2pm). a 
rege pbs ‘SGI Culture Centre, 10711- 
Mi * Fee —_ 


inet 


lecture series * Wed, Apr. 18 


. 


‘and develop as 3 com- 


TOURETTE 
St. North door (1-866-824-9764) * Support 
adults and parents of TS kids «First Wed each month (7pm) 


Laeger sina wierd oat rent oe Free guided hike, 
Bonnie Doon Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave Tide 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmars* 
Market * Silent vigil every 1st and 3rd Sat ea month, stand 
in silence for a world without violenea (10-1 1am) 


SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8525-101 
) meetings for TS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Fed Deer (403-247-6073) « 
Affirm welcome LGBTO people and their friends, family, and allies, 
‘meet at Sunnybrook United Church every 2nd Tua ea month (7pm) 
AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sexual, 
gender differences in education and culture focus group * 
Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre. grace@ualberta,ca) for info 


http//oroups. yahoo. com/group/bwedmonton group 
(groups. Igrou * Social for 
bi-cunous and bisexual women * 2nd Thu ea month (7:30pm) 
BOOTS AND SADDLES }0242-106 St (423-5014) * Large tav- 
em with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (489-7736) * Open 
nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag shows 
with Mz Bianea and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge 
and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon; Amateur strip contest with 
Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free 
pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ 
Sexxxy Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, 
midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em 
famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, free poo! 
and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave 
(482-7960) * Open 24/7 * veww.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social group, couples 
nd singles welcome * E-mail edmontonmusicnight@hotmail. com 
EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 St * A group of older gay men and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet every 
2nd Sunday of most months at 2:30pm for a social period, a 
short meeting and a guest speaker, discussion panel or a 
potluck supper. Special interest groups meet for ather social 
activities throughout the month, email edmantonpt®@yahoo.ca, 
Www. primetimersww.ord/edmonton 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
wwaw.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business mixer: 
Network and share contacts in the GLBT business community 
* Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 Jasper 
‘Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * Programs and 
‘Support services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 
Telated illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm 
reduction, education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 
INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student. academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff * 3rd Thu ea month (fallAvinter tarms): Speakers 
Series, Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmlivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-Spm): 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for 
HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages © Every 3rd and th Sat 
(Sam-Spm) # Free (memberl/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 


MEN'S COMING OUT GROUP (488-234) * Confidential, 
safe, free peer facilitated group * Starts Mon, Apr. 30 (runs 7 
weeks) © Pre-register 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (489-2234) 


Night Men’s Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion 
group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Walls at robwells780@hotmail.com 
** Friends and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (24pm) with 
Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yahoogroups.ca * 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « Steam baths 


Open dally (24hrs} 
Confidential, agree ! sil 

ial, safe. free pear facilitated 
‘Apr. 25 (runs 7 wooks) * Pre-register Saee 
WOMONSPACE (790-482-1794) * A non-profit lesbian organi- 
zation, organized activities held monthly including Teas rn 
‘smoking dances, coffee houses, family events, games nights, 
Qolf tournaments and more * \Www.gaycanada.com/woman- 
‘space, e-mail: womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave . i 
oes Oo Ta 


Tournaments 

‘AUSTRIA BOUND-EDMONTON RHYTHMIC GYMNASTICS 
Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd (429-9975/495-9516) © 
Fundraising dinner with Rhythmic Gymnastics presentations, the 
Operatic comedy of the PreTenors, 3 silent auction, and dancing 
with DJ Rudy Electro * Apr 14 (6pm) * $45 

BLOCK TO SHOP FASHION SHOW MecElheran’s Fine Furniture, 
10115-124 St (488-7277) * Fashion show fundraiser to support 
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation * Wed, Ape. 18, 6:30pm, 
(door), 8pm (show) * $30 st 124th Street KAJ Clothing, Pandora, 
Ginger, Windscape, Caprice, TK Clothing, Lux Beauty, Yo Mama 
All proceeds go to the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation 
CELEBRATION OF OUR FAITHS PROGRAM City Hall (481- 


6977) * Launch of the Baha'i Faith exhibit * Wed, Apr. 18 
{noon-1pm) 


CHILDREN OF TIBET Strathcona Community League, 10199- 
87 Ave (474-4413) * A Tibetan evening with NIMA (profes- 
sional Tibetan wedding singer), music and silent auction * 
Apt. 21 (6:30pm) * $28 (doorl/$25 (adv) at : Earths Ganeral 
Store, Padmanadi Restaurant 


EARTH DAY Havrrelak Park * Entertainment, demonstrations, 
talks, exhibits, music * Apr. 22 (noon-Spm) 


EASTER CARIBBEAN GOSPEL CONCERTA East Glen High 
School, 11430-68 St * Featuring Gerry Thompson, Berean 
Calgary King’s Men, and Brother Danny More. Presented by 
The Berean Church of God and Vision of Truth Outreach 
Ministry * Sat. Apr 14 * $25 (adv\/$30 (door)/$15 (children 
under 12); proceeds to support the outreach ministry of the 
Edmonton Berean Church of God 


FUNDRAISER WITH THE LASCIVIOUS BURLESQUE 
TROUPE The Roost * Fundraiser featuring the Lascivious 
Burlesque Troupe with quests Understanding Love (an uncle 
outrage side project) and Calabold * Apr. 20 (9pm door) 


MEN OF HONOUR AWARDS BREAKFAST Westin, 10135- 
100 St (471-6137) * Fundraiser for the Prostitution 
Awareness and Action Foundation of Edmonton * Tue, Apr. 
24(7-8:45am) * $75 (by Apr. 18) 


OLD STRATHCONA YOUTH SOCIETY One On Whyte (496- 
5947) © Fundraiser featuring a silent auction and music by 
Phoenix Foundation and Haven * Apr. 19 (7pm door) * $10 (door) 


ONE WORLD MARKET Rossdale Hall, 10135-96 Ave « 
Featuring handmade silk cothing accessories and decor from 
Shanghai and Hand-woven textilas from Guatemala, and pot- 
ter from Honduras * Apr. 14-15 (10am-5pm) 


RELAY FOR LIFE OPEN HOUSE Foote Field, 11601-69 Ave « 
Apr. 12 (5:30-8:30pm) 


THE SAFETY NET BENERT Timms Centre for the Arts, 87 
Ave, 112 St © Concert in support of the Drama Student 
Emergency Bursary Fund. This exciting evening features 
Andrea House (singer/songwriter), Michelle Boudreau 
{indie/folk), Sheldon Casavant (magician), The Be Arthurs 
(ukulele cover band), and students of Firefly Theatre * Fri, 
Apr. 20 (7pm); pre-show reception at 6pm * $30 (ady, at TIX 
on the Square)/$35 (one hour prior at the Timms bax office) 


‘STEM CELL TERRANEAN EDMONTON MEDIA ARTS FES- 
TWAL © Metro Cinema, 9828-101A Ave* FAVA * Latitude 
53, 10248-106 St, wwaw.stemeelledmonton.org * Various 
screenings and celebrations * Apr. 12-14 


‘STORIES BETWEEN OUR FINGERS international Centre, 
University of Alberta (903-4265) * Youth Vision Movie Production 
© Apr. 20, Spm # Tickets available in advance 


UNITE THE CHILDREN Alosslyn Community Hall, 1015-134 Ave 
(473-1555) © Fundraiser dinner for children of war tom countries 
in Africa and the Middle East * Sun, Apr. 15 (6:30pm) * $20 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Ave (461-2244) * Every Thu and Sat 
(Spm): James, Mr. Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm): James, 
Mr. Entertainment 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Rd 
(484-7751) * Every Wed (Bpm-12am); every Thu, Fri, Sat 
{9:30pm-1:30am) with Right Said Ed 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave (435-5050) * Every Mon (9pm): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (459-8165) * Every 
Thw (Spm-tam) 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke 
Mondays: Every Mon (Spm); Hosted by Mr. Entertainment's 
Scott Parsons * Salsa and the City Thursdays: Latin music 
and Salsa lessons; every Thu (Spm) 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Every 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:20pm-2am); with TLC Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St. 113 Ave (451-8022) « Every 
Thu (930pm-1:30am): with Gord from Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students" Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, U of A(492- 
2153) * Hay, What Are These Tunes Called?: Name That Tune 
every Tue with Colin Krieger * Karaoke, baby: every Wed 
(9pm): with Colin and Darrell 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) # Longest running 
Karaoke bar: 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + i er at St (423- 
3499) Every Mon-Sat (Spm): Sun (7pm) # Highstreet, 
10315-124 St (482-1600}, daily (90pm) » Old Strathcona, 10475- 
80 Ave (439-7211 every Thu-Sat (9:20pm-1:20am) © 99 St. 63 
‘Ave; every Thu-Sat (9pm 1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 
SANTANNAS 17930 Stony Plain Rd (481-7625) * Every 
Wed: (8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 


‘SILVER MARTINI 10668-156 St * Every Sat (Spm-tam) with 
ProSound 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
13710-104 St (472-6336) * Every Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight), 
Sat-Sun (1-5pm) 
YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (459-1295) * 
Every Thu (230pm-Zam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
‘ZAKS OM S1ST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (432-5853/436-5047) 
® Karaoke Nights: Every Fri (10pm-2am) 


EVENTS 


If these (paper thin) walls 


could talk, they'd talk dirty 


&| TOTALLY GAY 


= | LE FOSTER 
HA totallygay@vveweekly.com 


Living with others is not for everyone. 
But unless you've just signed up for a 
permanent residency on the internation- 
al space station or you're an orphan, it's 
Virtually impossible to go your entire life 
living alone. You will, at one point have 
a roommate. And, unfortunately, the day 
will come when you will unfortunately 
hear that roommate fucking their brains 
out in the room across the hall, and you 
will never be quite the same again. 

A couple weeks ago | walked into my 
apartment after a long, stressful day 
that | had taken off of work. | had a cou- 
ple of bags from the local grocery in my 
hands, containing ingredients that | 
hoped to turn into an edible dinner. As | 
unpacked my bags, my roommate shout- 
ed to me from upstairs, “Luke is that 
you? What are you doing? Are you going 
to be here all night?” 

“Call me Nigella. I'm making supper. 
Did you want some linguine with garlic 
oil and pancetta?” | offered. 

“No. Are you sleeping here?" she 
asked me. 

“Yes,” | said, “| slept at Jake's last 
night so I'm giving him a break.” 

“Can you not be here tonight?” she 
not so much asked politely as she 
requested sharply. 

“No. I'm staying put. Why do you 
need me out of the house so bad?” | 
should have known better. 

“| bought some new lingerie when | 
was down in California and tonight was 
the night | was going to wear it for Mike 
when he got off of work. It’s a surprise 
and it's already planned, so that’s what's 
going to happen tonight if you're going 
to be here,” she told me. “Things might 
get loud.” 

Well, that's my roommate-cum-sister 
for you. My sister, who thinks it to be 
proper etiquette to warn her room- 
mate—who also happens to be her 
younger brother—of her premeditated 
amorous adventure just hours before her 
boyfriend comes over to, well, cum. 

“Why did you tell me that?” | 
squealed, contorting my face like a tod- 
dler seeing someone “different” for the 
first time in a public place. Our walls are 
paper thin, by the way. So thin that quite 
often | can hear my neighbour in the 
apartment next door on the phone mak- 
ing drug deals. It’s either drugs or he just 
schedules a lot of dinner reservations. 
He drives a new BMW. I'm just saying. 

“You asked,” she responded, making 
it my fault that | was now aware she 
would be fornicating loudly later in the 
evening. “No. You asked,” | shot back. 

That's a true story. Well, almost: | 
would never willingly offer my sister any 
of my food. That was a lie. And | wasn’t 
giving my boyfriend a break. He asked 
for one. But everything else is true, true 
as Tuesday is the gayest day of the 

week. Or so I've been told. 


| AGURED OUT A FEW things since these 
events transpired. And believe me, they 
did. Although | had my iPod on all night 
and cranked the loudest, most bitter 


female alt-country | could find, it didn’t do 
anything. It wasn’t the sound that grabbed 
my attention. Remember in Jurassic Park 
When they're in the Jeep and that tiny 
glass of water begins to shake and ripple 
as the T-Rex approaches? Like that. A per- 
fectly synchronized squeak, then scratch 
of the mattress against the laminate. 
Squeak then scratch. Squeak then scratch. 
Squeak. Scratch. Squeak. Scratch. Then 
quiet. | timed two minutes. 

For whatever reason, my sister 
thought it was okay to tell me that she 
would be having sex and this particular 
time there would be no effort for sound- 
proofing. What | figured out, however, is 
that she told me this not because I’m an 
understanding, down-with-it brother, but 
because I’m her gay roommate. She and 
a fair chunk of the hetero-world auto- 
matically assume that gay people, well, 
they're probably so comfortable with 
their own “alternative” sex that they can 
handle regular, boring, occasionally lin- 
gerie-filled straight sex of any kind 
Nothing shocks a gay person. They're 
the ones who are shocking. 

So does that mean, at least in terms 
of roommates, that gays are more con- 
siderate than the straight when it comes 
to having sex under the same, shared 
roof? | don’t know. Give me some money 
and I'll do a study. I'm just out to embar- 
fass my sister. 

| do know that it’s not true in the case 
of my pal Erin, who inadvertently came 
out to her male roommate after he 
couldn't help overhearing her rather rau- 
cous late-night endeavours with what he 
initially thought was just one of her pla- 
tonic gal-pals crashing for the night. But 
she’s a lesbian. And you know how they 
are. How are they again? 

Me? As a grown-up, I've never lived 
with anyone other than my sister. Hope- 
fully after this, we won't be for much 
longer (I tease because | love, sis!). I'd 
assume that some gays are just as 
inconsiderate as some straights, that 
both sides either suck it up, confront or 
join in when there’s skronking a few feet 
away. A couple tips, though ... 

Never tell your roommate you'll be 
having crazy monkey sex unless it's days 
in advance and plans can be made far, 
far in advance for alternate sleeping 
arrangements. Actually, never tell your 
foommate you'll be having sex at all, 
ever. That way, they can attribute any 
noise or vibrations to a stray-cat or a 
back-alley mugging. Denial works won- 
ders in this situation. And, finally, if you 
know your roommate is home and you're 
going to fuck, just have sex on the floor. 
That's what | do because, honestly, | was 
raised better that. w 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 


a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly horrible 
CDs in our offices. 
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EDUCATIONAL 


VANCOUVER ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 
Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


FILM ACTING 
Los Angeles 
Director 

Tom 
In Edmonton, 
May 4,5, &6 
to teach Actors 
Ages 6-9, 10-13 
and Adult 
How to Act 
for Film and TV 
Book your spot today 
(780) 460-4607 


HELP WANTED 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941 


+s Full Time Receptionist for high end salon. Please drop 
off resume in person to 10536-124 St or call 496-9977 
for more details. 


LOVE LIVE MUSIC? 


The Starlite Room and Velvet 
Underground are presently 
taking resumes for all positions 
Bartending, porting, bussing, 


management - you name it! 
if you've got a passion for 
live music, drop off a resume 
at 10030 - 102st 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 


4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


oa 
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Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


River House Grill 


_ St Albert 
} Requires full time server : 
must have some knowledge of wine and be excited’ 


about working at a great local restaurant. 
To apply e-mail resume attn. Willie White to 
cwwhite@shaw.ca or drop it off in person at 
8 Mission Ave, St. Albert. 


Stop Wasting Your Precious Time in a Dead- 
End, Low-Paying Job! Train to be an Admin 
Professional and get the office job of your dreams. 
Call Campbell College for a FREE 10-min Funding 
Assessment. Ask for Sharon - 448-1850, ext 22 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 
MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Pasters 
8126 Gateway Bhd. 439-0408. 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
tervention, information, counseling & public educa- 


Services. If required we can customize a presen- 

tation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 
8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Line: 423-4121 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREEFREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREEoFREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


Teach 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


nglish Overseas 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE lhfo Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


7712 104St 
(Calgary Trail Southbound Across trom Save-on-Foods) 


1-888-270-2941 s vr 


globaltesol.com 


Phone 426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mo 
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a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
= 20 words E. Ad: 


someone to jam with? Place up to 


Robert Genn Art Tali: free artist lecture on Thu, 


Apr. 17, 7pm at the Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre 
(downstairs), 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq. 


call for Lebanese actors this 


, call Sara at 238-9884? 


Dragons Denis returning to CBC TV, the Edmonton 


are on Apr. 18, 10am-4pm, at CBC Centre 


Stage, City Centre Mall East, www.cbe.ca/dragonsden. 


Short Film Needs Crew: Short Drama shooting in 
Edmonton at the end of April needs crew members 
contact: mike@bankholdupdesign.com 


Actors required for gay theme Fringe play: 
5 of a Kind. More info: hugh.kemeny@amail.com 
403-383-5099 http://Sofakind. blogspot.com 


bier Audition for a late summer Film and Numerous 
u! 


rder Mysteries. All ages (18-70) Thu, Apr. 12, 7pm 


at Ramada Hotel 5359 Calgary Trail, (Gateway Blvd.) 


Call to Enter; ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must he 18 or older 

- prize must be accepted as awarded 

- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every 60 days 
~ Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


~ by entering, entrants consent to the 

use of their names by Yue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


a\C LASSIFI EDS™ LINES FOR $15 


n-Fri « Email office@vueweekly.com * 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon © Print legibly on lines at right « Up to 45 Characters per line ¢ Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following punctuation 


CLASSIFIEDS 


| Open dance suditions ons fort 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


MUSICI 
a 
ARE YOU A FRONTMAN? An original indie-roc} 


band needs a singer. Strokes, Oasis, Stones 
Email; dgault!S@gmail.com for an audition, 


FIGU is for a new drummer (pro level) fo; 
album/tour, Vocals a plus. Experience amust. + 


5 2007/08 ol year 

jimy Ridge Academy Professional Dance ae 7 
Sat, Apr. 14, 5-6:30pm. 450-2100, e-mail: 

admin@esbdance.coim, www.esbdance.com. 


Allied Arts Council Centre for the Visual Arts, 
Spruce Grove, seeking artists interested in becoming 
members. wwwaalliedartscouncil.com, 780-962-0664. 


Heart of the City Festival Auditions: Apr. 19, 5-9pm ftgusinger@hotmail.com 
and Apr. 21, 11am-8pm. Boys and Girls Club of = 
Edmonton, 9425-109A Ave. Call Mike to book 975-8791. for part time blues bang 


ire mature DRUMMER 
voclas an asset. 929-2153 or harrikarri@shaw.ca 


EE eee 
Guitar/sax/songwriter tooking for vocalist and musi. 
cians for recording and house gig pect Old Schoo} 
RRB jazz/funk format. No children please. Send info 1o 
ssyrenne@hotmail,com or call 668-9224 


Uptown Folk Club ing workshop with Paul 
Hann. Apr. 21 at Norwood Legion. $10 (members), $20 
(non-members) ~ 


INSTRUCTORS NEEDED! 
Visionary College is seeking P/T and F/T 
instructors in the following instruments 


Voice & Early Childhood Music, 
Piano, Violin, Guitar, Bass, Drums 


Submit your resume today: 
Visionary College, 580 St Albert Rd 
St. Albert T8N 6M9 
Fx. 460-4431 Email: visionaryhr@gmail.com 
Ph: 460-4430 ext. 225 


FULL TIME RECEPTIONIST NEED 
Visionary College is Hiring 
Duties: 

« Answering Phone Calls « Taking Payments « 
+ Registering Students + Data Entry « 
Skills Needed: 

We are looking for a self-motivated, highly-organized, confident person with strong 
communication and problem-solving abilities. A background in music is valuable 


NON, 
®@ 


Me 
“orpee 


Submit your resume today: 
Visionary College, 580 St. Albert Rd 
St. Albert T8N 6M9 
Fx. 460-4431 Email: visionaryhr@gmail.com 
Ph: 460-4430 ext. 225 


D ENGINEER 


-Live sound engineering 
-equipment maintenance 
-purchasing of equipment and parts 
-sales and customer support of live sound 
and studio equipment 

live sound installations 


SON, 
Ry Fy. 


i? 7 
Orpee 
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Please submit resume to: 
Innovations Music, 580, St. Albert Rd 
St. Albert T8N 6M9 
Fx: 460-4431 Email: visionaryhr@gmail.com 
Ph: 460-4430 ext. 225 


SEEKING EXPERIENCED 
WEB DESIGNER! 
Innovations Music is seeking an experienced web 
designer to build and maintain multiple websites 
BS innovations Music, 580 St. Albert Rd MBC 

St. Albert T8N 6M9 


Fx: 460-4434 Email: visionaryhr@gmail.com 
Ph: 460-4430 Ext..225. ee 
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Must submit resume and portfolio to: 


Muse 


rere ath yer 


Print your ad here... 


« 


oy cr Oe to know him and 

salized that he was the most fascinating, 
ntelligent person Id ever met. Despite 
ot being initially attracted to him, | soon 
not over this and fell in love with him. 

We skirted around ever discussing a 
gmantie relationship because he had 
deep emotional problems precipitated by 
3 number of traumatic things that hap- 
pened to him in his childhood. He could 
often be unfriendly to the point of cruel. | 
ade too many allowances for this, and 
probably let him get away with things | 
guldn't have tolerated in anyone else. 
We remained friends even though we 
ow live in different cities. | have had 
involvements with numerous other peo- 


MUSICIANS 


guitar/recording teacher. Please call 688- 
9224 ot email to ssyrenne@hotmail.com 
in any of 


If you play 
Cosmos's eae or cera chorus please call 
Darlene at 432-9333, e-mail cosmomusic@shaw.ca. 


Singer/songwriter in his 50's looking for Hes 
nger/songwriters to collaborate on new material. 
eae aeieitke@epl.ca 


bass seeking player 
hinge = in re rimken rise Leduc. 
j_mint@hotmail.com 


Experienced hard rock band seeking pro level bass 
player with vocal skills. No beginners/hacks/egamani- 
acs. Band experience mandatory. Henri (780)634-2156. 


DEAD JESUS is currently looking for extraordi- 
sary drummer for the upcoming metal onslaught. 
Looking for serious and erties Call evilglen 780- 

905-8 


_ VOLUNTEER 


Seeking passionate, committed individuals to help 
create Edmonton's newest arts/culture festival with 
queer focus. Ted student. phair@edmonton.ca 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. Onentation 
and training provided. Meet people from all around the 

world. Jason; jmai I-lex.ca or 944-0792. 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


ple, but have always known that if this 
guy suddenly wanted me, | would drop 
everything. It's against all my feminist 
sensibilities but no one can compare. | 
can't see myself ever meeting another 
person who understands me so complete- 
ly. Will'I ever get over it? Am | being 
totally pathetic? 

LOVE, HUNG UP AND HUNG OVER 


DEAR OVER 

Yep. Pathetic in a way | have no problem 
understanding and even relating to, but 
pathetic nonetheless. And yes, you'll get 
over it, but | can’t promise you it will be 
quick or painless, though. Extractions and 
amputations so rarely are. 

Look, we've all been there. Most peo- 
ple who value qualities like intelligence 
and quick wit in a partner have been, 
since there is, sadly, no rule that says a 
big brain has to come with a big heart, or 
any heart at all, for that matter. A big, 
fast, fascinating brain is no guarantor of 


Media en enaeen Hare Nonprofit Boot Camp. 
Call 39-0521 or kindnessinc@myway.com 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your pet? 
Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our com- 
munity. Call Deanna at 413-4682. 


Seniors / SAGE 
are looking for garden spaces in many areas of the City. 
If you have land that you would consider for this project 

please contact us. Maureen Elhatton E 
melhatton@MySage.ca, T: 423 5510 ext 340. 


Secure the Cure 2007 Alberta Diabetes Foundation's 
Family Fun Run and Walk, Set, Jume 9 at Broadmoor 
Lake Park, Sherwood Park. Register at 447-1451; 
events@afdr.ab.ca; or visit wwwaafdr.ab.ca. 


The Canadian Cancer Society's 6th annual Relay 


for Life on May 25-26 7pm-7am. Visit 
www .ancer.ab.ca/relay or call (780) 455-7181 for info. 


Edmonton May Week Labour Arts Festival: 
Looking for volunteers to help with the penn an 
presentation of events, outreach and fundraising. 
www.mayweek.ab.ca for info. 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547. 


Tired of Smoking? Come join us at Nicotine 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443-3020. 
7:30pm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 
18750-18 St, call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 479-5969. 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 


IN-UP 


FREE! 


i 


sanity, either, and your friend there sounds 
like he might have been more than a little 
dinged-up by his crappy childhood—he's 
probably broken beyond reasonable hope 
of repair. Oh, sure, and devastatingly sexy 
or whatever, no doubt, but who cares? Not 
you. Not anymore. Not if | have anything 
to say about it, anyway. 

Here's another lesson it's hard to learn: 
getting your jokes is not the same thing 
as getting you. He may be wonderful to 
talk to and you may have endless “Oh my 
gawd, nobody else ever got that! !!!" 
moments with him, but that doesn’t mean 
he understands you, or knows (or cares) 
what you need, what makes you happy or 
even what's so great about about you 
Even more disappointing, understanding 
you is not at all the same thing as being 
your friend. If he’s the kind of charming, 
destructive bastard | think he is, he’s 
nobody's friend, not even his own. 

Here's another one: you don’t have to 
be nice to be exciting in bed, not for cer- 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
Ty. 44D, 413-0294, 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently looking for young attractive 


girls 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
ie availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330. 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper, no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 


Romantic 
ho 


CLASSIFIEDS 


tain values of exciting, anyway, so let's 
just be thankful that you never did it with 
him. You didn’t, right? Realizing just how 
deadly a bullet you might have dodged 
there, let's give you credit for making at 
least one terribly smart decision, even if 
you were actually dying to do him and 
just never got the chance and still regret 
it. I'll never tell, 


$0, LET'S SUMMARIZE. This guy, alluring 
as he Is, is pretty much a shit. Happily for 
you; he’s currently a long-distance shit 
(good lord, what an image). Unhappily for 
you, he has probably acquired something 
of that long-distance glow since you've 
been apart. Look, for instance, at the time 
dilation you've apparently undergone 
Since you started letting him warp your 
Space-time continuum: you say you've 
“always known” you'd drop everything 
and go to him should he ever express 
interest, and yet it's been all of two years 
since you met and probably much less 


(ERI NEES y 


| oaks 


Hot Male Chat. 


since you started mooning around over 
him (and that marks the last of the cheesy 
space metaphors, | promise). Don't let 


him similarly Warp your sense Of the ogg 


future—will you “ever” get over him? Of 
course you will. You'll even find someone 
Just as much to your liking, eventually, but 
here's what he won't be: he won't be The 
Shit, except nice, so don’t waste your 
time looking for that. A quest like that 
will just waste your time 

Oh, and one last thing—there’s nath- 
ing gender-politics related about your sit- 
uation, so don’t go getting your feminist 
sensibilities in a wad. You think guys 


don't lose their fool hearts to girls who>™ 


are perfect for them in every way except 
for being cold and cruel and maybe a lit- 
tle crazy? Where would great art be with- 
out the Cruel Mistress or La Belle dame 
Sans Merci? In Barneyland, that's where 


“\ love you, you love me” makes for a very 


nice LTR, but you can’t dance to it 
LOVE, ANDREA 


FREE Trial Code: 2315 


780.413.7122 
(Crnicallina) 


75 minyS24.95: 1.900.451.2853 
nuloaline text try for freel text “xtra” to SFREE 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


- (Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 


) FUDiHcations Mail Agreement #40022989 
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Modern, classic furnishings and 
unique home décor accessories. 


Londonderry Mall 137th Avenue & 66th Street 
10:00am - 9:00pm Monday to Friday, 
9:30am - 5:30pm Saturday, 12:00pm - 5:00pm Sunday 


Upper Northwest Level near Sport Chek Supercentre 


ph: 472-7100 | www.thegreatroomcompany.com tof thegreatroomcompany 
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